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OCTOBER 2024 NEWSLETTER

LIBRARY NEWS

Nichole Folkman, Librarian

Elementary Library News

As | sit down to write this, | am enjoying some
muffins left over from a hugely successful Breakfast
with Buddies. | cannot possibly thank you all enough
for your support at our Book Fair! I’ll share some
numbers in November after I’'m able to close out the
entire fair, but here are some things I know for sure
right now.

1. Our community always steps up to support our
school!

2. It is wonderful to see so many familiar faces
and meet new people at our Breakfast with
Buddies event!

3. Thanks to donations and grant money, we
were able to buy every single student from
ECE-5th grade a book to keep!

4. Every single purchase you make at the Book
Fair helps buy books for the classroom
libraries at the grade school.

Thank you, seriously, from the bottom of my heart for
all of the kind words at the book fair and all the joy
and excitement you show for books and reading with
your kids.

In terms of our curriculum, we are traveling the
United States of America this year! So far, we have
visited Oregon and are beginning to explore Illinois.
We’re also reading the books from the Monarch and
Bluestem lists.

High School English

The main goals of English (or ELA) are for students
to read, write, speak, and listen. In high school, we
are particularly looking to deepen our understanding
of ourselves and our world. Students work to find
their own voice, share that voice, and participate in
our world. English I has been working on poetry and
is beginning memoirs. English Il is learning about the
writing process, publishing, and are beginning to
work on a unit about resumes, applications, cover
letters, etc. Literature started by exploring their own
histories with reading and are now learning about the
7 basic plots. Journalism I and Il are working hard on
putting together and organizing the 2024-2025
yearbook. We have a theme picked out that I think
everyone will really enjoy!

Library Donations

Thank you to Diana Leindl and family for their
generous donation of books! These books will be
sorted and added to the school library OR shared
with the community through book giveaways and/ or
the little free libraries.

Free Books

There will be tables at each building with free books
during Parent-Teacher Conferences. Make sure to
check them out!




GUIDANCE DEPARTMENT

Elizabeth Hilgert, Student Coordinator/Guidance Counselor

Progress reports have recently been sent home,
marking an important moment to review your child’s
progress as we approach semester grades. This is a
great time to assess how your child is doing
academically and offer any support they may need.
Here are some helpful steps to ensure they stay on
track:

e Have a conversation with your child: Ask
them about their courses and any challenges
they’re facing. Understanding their
perspective can help identify where they may
need extra support.

« Encourage planner use: Every student
received a free planner on the first day of
school. Is your child using theirs? A planner is
a great tool to help them stay organized and
manage their assignments effectively.

o Check TeacherEase regularly: Ensure you
have access to TeacherEase and check it often.
This is a valuable resource for keeping up-to-
date on your child’s grades, assignments, and
course progress. Regular reminders to
complete any missing work can make a big
difference.

« Contact teachers directly: Reach out to your
child’s teachers to gain further insight into
course expectations and outlines. Many
teachers use Google Classroom to share
important information, so be sure to stay
informed.

e Encourage before/after school help: If your
child needs additional academic support,
remind them to take advantage of the help
offered by teachers before or after school.

By staying engaged and proactive, you can help your
child overcome challenges and succeed in their
academic journey.

FAFSA

e The FAFSA will not open for 2025-2026
applications until December 1, 2024. FAFSA
completion is now a MANDATORY
graduation requirement. All seniors should
submit their applications as soon as possible
in order for the best opportunity for federal
assistance.

e Hartsburg-Emden High School will be
hosting a FAFSA Completion Workshop
on Wednesday, December 11, 2024. All
seniors and their parents are strongly
encouraged to attend. A representative will
be providing a brief presentation about the
FAFSA and will be available to provide
hands-on assistance in creating a FSA ID and
completing the FAFSA application on-site.
This workshop will take place in the HS
computer lab from 6:00 — 7:00 pm. Please
RSVP with Mrs. Hilgert
(ehilgert@hartem.orq) for a list of important
items to bring with you to the workshop.

Campus Visits
e Now is the time! Visit any

college/university/technical school that you
may be interested in. Remember- Juniors are
allowed up to 2 excused absences and
Seniors are allowed up to 3 excused absences
for campus visits. Fill out a pre-arrangement
form in the office as soon as you know the
date you will be absent and please let Mrs.
Hilgert know when/where you will be
making a college visit.

Thank You to Cummins Sales and Services
for Their Generous Donation

Hartsburg-Emden Jr-Sr High School would
like to extend a heartfelt thank you to
Cummins Sales and Services out of
Bloomington, IL, for their generous donation
of eight bicycles, helmets, and bike locks.
These gifts have made a tremendous impact
on our students and community.

Students in 6th, 7th, and 8th grades were
invited to participate in a writing prompt
titled, "Why | Would Like a Bike." A
committee of seven faculty and staff
reviewed their submissions and selected
eight deserving winners based on their
creativity, passion, and need. These students
were not only excited about the opportunity
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to ride their new bikes but also grateful for the
generosity that made this possible.

Cummins Sales and Services' commitment to
our school and community is a shining
example of how businesses can positively
affect young lives. On behalf of the entire
Hartsburg-Emden Jr-Sr High School
community, we express our deepest
appreciation. Thank you for helping us make a
difference!
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Cummins representative, Chase Griffith (Class of
2012) presented with the winners

HARTEM ATHLETIC DEPARTMENT

Ron Spencer, Athletic Director

The Jr. High girls' softball team finished their season
in their regional. A special thank you to our coaches,
players and parents for your dedication to HARTEM
softball. We have had a couple of postponements of
our Jr. High baseball regional and won't have the
results of that post season tournament by press time of
the newsletter. The high school volleyball teams are
off to a great start! If you have not had the
opportunity to see them in person this season, there is
only one regular season home game left in October
and it is senior night on October 21 against
Greenview. Let's pack the gym to support the team
and our seniors. We are in a Jr. High girls' basketball
coop with Lincoln Carroll Catholic this year and have
3 HARTEM girls participating. They only have a total
of 5 girls on the team and they won their first game of
the season over Lincoln Jr. High! They are playing a
7th grade season only this year. We will host a game
for them at Hartsburg on Thursday, October 17 vs.
Chester-East Lincoln at 6:00pm. Mr. Hieronymus and
Mr. Robinson have been busy building the chess
program at HARTEM. They have started practice and
will be kicking off meets soon.

We are hosting a variety of tournaments at HARTEM
this year including the IHSA volleyball sectional and
7th grade boys' basketball regional. | am looking for
some of our great bakers in the community who
would be willing to put your talents to use in

volunteering to supply homemade baked goods for
our hospitality room. Besides the post

season tournaments | outlined above, we will also be
hosting a Jr. High volleyball round robin, our annual
JV basketball tournament and possibly Jr. High
volleyball post season tournament(s) as well.
Cookies, brownies, etc. is what | am thinking. If you
are willing to help us out, please call/text me (309-
838-0360) or email rspencer@hartem.org and 1 will
add your name to a list and then assign names as
needed for each tournament. | want our hospitality
rooms to be first class and leave a great impression
on coaches, officials and bus drivers from the many
schools who will visit Hartsburg-Emden.

I would like to thank Lauren DeJarnette for singing
the National Anthem at our home volleyball games
this season. It added a touch of class to pre-game
introductions. Thank you! Finally, the Fall Sports
Banquet will be on Tuesday, November 19 in the
high school gym starting at 6:00pm.

Go Stags!

Hartem FFA

Kelly Gill, Ag Teacher and FFA Advisor

The month of September has been busy! On
September 18th, we had our first FFA meeting.
Members kicked off the school year with a game of
kickball and planning ahead for upcoming FFA
events. We also had our mum fundraiser this month,
thank you to all who supported the FFA and
purchased mums. In October, we will be at the
Hartsburg and Emden Elevators on October 7th and
21st serving pork chop dinners, with the Dovetail
Inn. Also in October, we will be traveling to
Indianapolis to attend the National FFA Convention
where we will listen to keynote speakers, connect
with colleges and agriculture businesses, and meet
FFA members from across the country. FFA
members will also be attending the Land Use CDE
and Greenhand Conference. Our agriculture students
have been busy learning about all facets of
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agriculture. In our small engines class, the students
have been studying engine parts and how engines
work. For our next project we would like to take apart
different engines to be able to compare and diagnose
different problems. We are looking for donations of
working or non-working engines with around 3.5
horsepower for our students to work on. Examples of
great project engines would be old push mower,
snowblower, or pressure washer engines. If you have
an engine you would be willing to part with so the
students can work on it, please contact Miss Gill at
kqill@hartem.org.

Jr. High Student Council 2024-2025
Lynn Curry, Sponsor

Last week, students in grades 6-8 elected student
council representatives. Our elected council members
are set to take on a variety of exciting tasks like
planning Red Ribbon Week activities, hosting a
Christmas movie event at school, and organizing
Field Day for their peers. Student council members
also help promote school spirit and community
service while advocating for their peers.

Congratulations to the following Hartsburg-Emden
Junior High students who were elected to student
council:

6th Grade: Lila Cross and Rhett Zinser

7th Grade: Courtney Cecil and Owen Ferguson
8th Grade: Kylee Eads, Layla Parish, Isaac Doolin
and Mason Grelck

Bike Giveaway Contest

Jennifer Hayes, 4™ Grade/Lead Teacher

Thank you to Cummins and Illinois Ability Sports for
the generous donations! The students drew pictures
and wrote reasons why they needed a bike! We had
10 lucky winners!

Hartem Spanish Classes

Kent Hieronymus, Spanish Teacher

Mr. Hieronymus is entering his 45th year of
successful teaching of Spanish in the state of
Illinois. He loves teaching at Hartem. The students
he has this year are very enthusiastic about learning
another language.

Spanish 1

Kent Hieronymus, Spanish Teacher

There are two Spanish 1 classes. Both classes are
doing very well. Spanish 1 has just learned to
conjugate verbs in the regular present tense and to
write sentences using this tense. The class practices
pronunciation daily and is doing an excellent job! In
the beginning of Spanish 1, we emphasized
greetings, common expressions, weather, time,
numbers, class commands, etc. The students really
enjoy reading the dialogues presented in the book
and then watching native speakers on video saying
the same conversation.
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Spanish 2

Kent Hieronymus, Spanish Teacher

The Spanish 2 students have retained what they
learned last year in Spanish 1 very well. They love to
read the various dialogues and they have excellent
pronunciation. The class has just learned the Preterite
tense in Spanish (Simple Past) and have been using it
in writing. The next on the agenda is the Imperfect
Tense or Continuous Past.

Spanish 3 and 4

Kent Hieronymus, Spanish Teacher

There are nine students in the Spanish 3 and 4
classes. This is a very good number of students for a
school the size of Hartem. This class does a great job
of utilizing what they have learned in Spanish 1 and
2. We are reviewing very quickly what they covered
in previous classes. The class incorporates their
knowledge of Spanish in dialogues and sentences that
they make.

Driver’s Education
May Brooks, Driver’s Ed. Teacher

Driver’s Education Corner: Octobers Topic -
Harvest Time

It’s harvest time; here are some driving tips from
Secretary of State & Illinois Department of
Agriculture:

Slow down as soon as you see a Farm vehicle. Most
farm equipment only travels 15 to 20 miles per hour,
so it’s crucial to slow down before it’s too late. Adjust
to a greater following distance to increase sight lines
when following behind wide, slow-moving vehicles.

Pass with extreme caution and take the standard
precautions: Wait for a safe passing zone, watch for
oncoming traffic and signal and return to the lane
once the vehicle is in your rearview mirror. If the
vehicle is extra-wide, wait to pass until the driver
pulls over and signals that it's safe. Honk your horn
beforehand in case the driver can't see you.
Remember, it is illegal to pass at intersections and in
no-passing zones. Improper passing can be deadly.

Yield. Give a wide farm vehicle the right-of-way
when it's traveling the opposite direction. Farm
vehicles can't always pull over to the road's shoulder
safely. If possible, pull onto the shoulder or into a
turn-out to allow the farm vehicle to pass.

Be patient. A driver may appear to be pulling to the
right to let you pass when he or she is actually making
a wide left-hand turn. Before driving past, look for
driveways, roads or fields where the vehicle might be
entering. Also check for hand gestures or lights

signaling the driver's intention to turn. Know the
basics. Nearly half of all incidents between motorists
and farm implements involve either a left-hand turn
or a rear-end collision.

Take a second look. Before you pull into an
intersection or make a move to pass, be sure your
path is clear in all directions.

Find the lights on farm vehicles. They’re required
to have amber and red rear lights. The amber lights
should be visible to the front and rear. They should
flash as a warning to other motorists.

Always fasten your seat belt. It’s the law in
Illinois, and it’s your best defense if you’re in a
crash.

AND DON’T DRIVE DISTRACTED.

HSVB FUNDRAISING SUPPER Monday,
OCTOBER 21t 4:30-6:00

Jennifer Hayes, Coach

The High School Volleyball Team is hosting a
FAT BOYS BBQ supper on Monday, October
21st . Meal tickets are $8.00 and includes,
PULLED PORK SANDWICH, BAKED BEANS,
COLE SLAW, PEGGY’S PLACE HOMEMADE
COOKIE, AND DRINK. Tickets will be sold by
all the HSVB players and coaches. Tickets

can be bought in advance or at the door,
carry-outs are available. Thank you for
continuing to support Hartem Volleyball!

P/T Conferences

Parent/Teacher conferences are Wednesday Oct. 9th
and Thursday Oct. 10th, they are coming up quick!
To schedule appointments to meet with certain
teachers for GS students call Angie Zinser at 217-
376-3151 or email her at anzinser@hartem.org. For
JH/HS students call Lauren DeJarnette at 217-642-
5244 or email ldejarnette@hartem.org.

Jr. High Basketball Player/Parent Meeting

Ron Spencer, Coach

There will be a player/parent meeting on Tuesday,
October 8th in the high school cafeteria starting at
7:00pm. This meeting is required for anyone
wanting to play Jr. High basketball this season.
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2024 Red Ribbon Week Theme is “Life is a Movie,

Film Drug Free”
Lynn Curry, JH Teacher

The Junior High Student Council will be leading RED
RIBBON WEEK activities the week of October 28th-
November 1st. Participating in dress up days is one
way our students can show their support of being drug
free! Many other activities are being planned!

Monday- “Wake Up and Make Good
Choices” Pajama Day

Tuesday- “Team Up Against Drugs” Sports Team
Shirt or Jersey Day

Wednesday- “Favorite Movie Character Day”
Celebrate this year’s theme by dressing up as your
favorite movie character.

Thursday- “Scare Away Drugs” Halloween Costume
Day (school appropriate)

Friday- “Red Day” Show your support for Red
Ribbon Week by wearing red.

Veterans Day

JoEllen Westen, 4™ grade Teacher

At 1:00 on November 8", in the Emden Elementary
School Gym. The students will be hosting a VVeterans
Day Program. We'd like to extend an invitation to the
community to join us in honoring veterans!

Hartem Lincoln Chess Team

Kent Hieronymus, Chess Coach

This is the second year of the Hartem-Lincoln High
School Chess Co-op. Both schools will have about 8-
10 players competing at the high school level. The
co-op allows both schools to always have a
competitive team even when students must miss
competition for other activities such as sports, FFA,
scholastic bowl, or music. The co-op allows us to be
more competitive with much larger schools. In IHSA
chess there is only 1 class. At the state tournament
we may have to play a team like Evanston which has
over 4000 students. Mr. Hieronymus, Mrs. Aukamp,
and Mr. Robinson are the coaches.

The Hartem Jr. High team is getting underway. This
team will be coached by Mr. Hieronymus and Mr.
Robinson. Their first match was September 26 vs.
Christian Life Academy of Hopedale, IL.

Reminders
P/T Conferences Weds. Oct. 9" and Thurs.
Oct. 10%
No School Fri. Oct. 11" or Monday Oct. 14%
Thurs. Oct. 31 Halloween Parade @ Emden
Grade School @ 10:00am

Parent-leacher
= Conferences




OCTOBER 2024

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
Lunch 1 2 3 4 5
Menu Loaded nachos Pig in a blanket Crispito Italian subs
Cheese sauce Bake beans Cheese sauce Italian pasta
Taco meat/pulled Cottage cheese Rice Chips
pork/chicken fajita Applesauce Refried beans Veggies
meat Sour cream/salsa Apricots
Sour cream/salsa Pears Cookies
Lettuce
Pineapple
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
Toasted ham and Beef ravioli Ponyshoe Loaded mac and cheese
cheese Red pasta sauce Ham/Hamburger Beef/chicken/bacon
Tater tots Green beans French fries Sour cream No School
Cottage cheese Lettuce salad Cheese sauce Peas
Applesauce Breadstick Mandarin oranges Cake w/strawberries
Pineapple Peaches
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
Bosco stick BBQ ribs on bun Open face turkey sandwich Sloppy joe
No School Marinara sauce Potato smiles Mashed potatoes Nachos
Lettuce salad Carrots Corn Sour cream/salsa
Pears Peaches Applesauce Cheese sauce
Pudding w/vanilla Lettuce salad
wafers Mix fruit
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
Pork tenderloin Country fried steak Hamburger on bun Cream chicken on biscuit Toasted cheese sandwich
on bun Mashed potatoes French fries Peas Tomato soup
French fries w/gravy Brownies Mix fruit Chicken noodle soup
Cottage cheese Corn Mandarin oranges Fresh veggies
Applesauce Dinner roll Pineapple
Peaches
27 28 29 30 31
Ham and turkey Taco pasta Hot dogs
cheese wrap Corn chips Pasta salad
Lettuce Lettuce salad Bake beans 11:30 Dismissal
Mix fruit Sour cream/salsa Chips

Pears

Mandarin oranges

A variety of milk is available every day. Chef salad and side salads are available
every day at the high school. This institution is an equal opportunity provider.




OCTOBER 2024

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
Breakfast 1 2 3 4 5
Menu Sausage patty Nutri grain bar Sausage/egg/cheese | Breakfast pizza
Tri-tater Fruit on biscuit Fruit
Toast Juice Fruit Juice
Fruit Juice
Juice
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
Waffles Poptart Coffee cake Fruit frudel
Sausage patty Fruit Fruit Fruit No School
Fruit Juice Juice Juice
Juice
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
Pancake and sausage on Biscuits w/ sausage gravy | Scrambled egg Brown sugar cinnamon
No School a stick Fruit bowl oatmeal
Fruit Juice Toast Toast
Juice Fruit Fruit
Juice Juice
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
English muffins Yogurt w/strawberries Breakfast cookie Pancakes Assorted cereal
Fruit Toast Fruit Sausage patty Toast
Juice Fruit Juice Fruit Fruit
Juice Juice Juice
27 28 29 30 31
Mini pancake bits French toast sticks Frittata omelet Uncrustable
Fruit Sausage links Toast Fruit
Juice Fruit Fruit Juice
Juice Juice

A variety of milk is available every day. This institution is an equal opportunity
provider.




OCTOBER 2024

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5
JH/HS Chess vs Franklin JHBB 1A State TBA JHBB 1A
4:00 State TBA
JHGBK vs Normal
Calvary 6:00
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
HSVB @ MWC | Parent/Player meeting
6:00 for JHBK @ HS Café Parent/Teacher Parent/Teacher No School HSVB @
7:00 Conferences Conferences Quincy TBA
FFA-Feed the JHGBK @ Springfield
Farmers Christian 6:00
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
HSVB @ Spfld. Luth. HSVB @ Illini Bluffs 6:00 HSVB @
No School 6:00 JHGBK vs CEL 6:00 Pleasant
JHGBK @Springfield Lo. Co. Choir Festival @ Plains TBA
Calvary 6:00 LJHS (JV only)
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
HSVB vs JHGBK vs Blooming St. FFA National FFA National Convention | HSVB @ Quincy Tourn. HSVB @
Greenview Mary 6:00 Convention TBA Quincy
*Senior Night* *8th Grade Night* Tourn. TBA
6:00 FFA National Convention
JH/HS Chess
HSVB Supper Tourn. @
4:30-6:00 East Peoria
8:30am
FFA-Feed the
Farmers JHGBK 7t
Grade Lo. Co.
Tourn. @
WLB
FFA National
Convention
27 28 29 30 31
HSVB 1A Reg. HSVB 1A Reg. TBA HSVB 1A Reg. TBA
Red Ribbon TBA 11:30 Dismissal
Week Oct. 28t™- JH/HS Chess @ Decatur Halloween parade @ GS
Nov. 1% 3:00 10:00
HSVB 1A Reg. TBA
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