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MAY 2025 NEWSLETTER
LIBRARY NEWS

Nichole Folkman, Librarian

English I and Il are working on documenting local
history. They have a choice of 4 different projects—
creating/ researching their own family tree;
combining information from the Hartsburg and
Emden history books to create a full look at a local
family’s history; researching and writing the history
of a local business, club, organization, etc. or
interview an elderly member of the community and
tell their story. They all seem very interested in this
project. We’re learning how to make family trees,
how to conduct interviews, how to dig into our local
history books in the library, and more.

Literature is mainly seniors who are nearly done!
They are leaving their mark on the school by painting
one of the ceiling tiles from the English room with a
bookish quote or picture. They’ve done TONS of
reading this year. I’'m so proud of them! I cannot wait
to see what amazing things they do out in the world!
Congratulations, seniors!!

Journalism I/11 have been doing a stellar job putting
together the yearbook. We may have it edited before
the end of June!

Award-Winning Students!!

Elliott has again won a level of competition in the
Americanism Essay competition and now moves on
to the STATE level!l Great job, Elliott!

Many students have also been named Honorable
Mention or Finalists for the Letters About Literature
Competition. I will give out the awards at the
Academic Awards, but would like to keep them secret
until then. I’ll post the names and places in next
month’s newsletter!

Library News
Students are excited to start previewing the lists of

book awards for next year. ’'m working to prep as
many of the books as possible so that the students can
enjoy them!

Yearbook News

This is your last chance to reserve a 6th-12th grade
yearbook. Make sure to order! The yearbook is $45.
Contact Mrs. Folkman with any questions.

GUIDANCE DEPARTMENT

Elizabeth Hilgert, Student Coordinator/Guidance Counselor

As we near the final stretch of the semester, it’s
amazing to reflect on just how quickly the year has
flown by. But while the end is in sight, we’re not
there just yet—there’s still one full month to give it
our best. Let’s stay focused, keep showing up, and
finish strong. These last few weeks are a chance to
make meaningful progress, improve grades, and end
the year on a high note. And remember, your
teachers are here to support you. Whether you're
facing academic hurdles or just need a little
encouragement, don’t hesitate to reach out—we’re in
this together.

With summer just around the corner, now is also the
perfect time to start looking ahead. Think about how
you can use the break to grow, explore, and prepare
for what’s next. Whether that means visiting college
campuses, joining academic or athletic camps, or
giving back through volunteer work, summer is full
of opportunities to discover more about yourself and
the world around you. These experiences can boost
your confidence, build essential skills, and help
guide your future path.

So let’s finish this school year strong, and step into
summer with purpose and excitement. Embrace the
opportunities ahead—you’re building the foundation
for something great.

CLAss OF 2025

In just a few short weeks, the Class of 2025 will
cross the stage in caps and gowns, closing one
chapter and stepping boldly into the next. It has been
a true privilege to watch each of you grow,
persevere, and discover who you are these past few
years. Graduation is more than a ceremony—it's a
celebration of your hard work, your courage, and the
countless moments that led you here.

But remember, this is not the end—it's the beginning
of something even greater. Learning doesn't stop
when you leave the classroom. Life will continue to
teach you in unexpected ways. Embrace each
opportunity, each challenge, and each new
experience with curiosity and an open heart.

As you stand on the threshold of this exciting new
chapter, take a moment to recognize your own
strength. Dare to dream big. Step outside your
comfort zone. Believe in yourself, even when the
road ahead seems uncertain. There will be bumps



along the way, but every challenge you overcome will
shape you into the person you're meant to be.

To the incredible Class of 2025—congratulations!
Your journey is just beginning, and the future is yours
to write. Go forward with confidence, compassion,
and courage. I can’t wait to see all the amazing things
you will do.

HARTEM ATHLETIC DEPARTMENT

Ron Spencer, Athletic Director
The high school softball team returns a young group

(no seniors) to the diamond this year. At the time | am
typing this, we are 9 games into the season. Playing
as such a young team has some challenges, but |
continue to be impressed with our attitudes and work
ethic. We have two home games in May (5/12 &
5/16) so plan to stop by Luther Field in Emden and
support these young ladies.

Jr. High track opened their season at Olympia in a
Tom Smith Track Invitational. We have some great
athletes competing and our coaches are excited to see
this group compete in their respective events. The
Stags compete in sectionals at Central Catholic High
School in Bloomington on Saturday, May 10 starting
at 10:00am.

Coach Snyder & Coach Peters are excited to take

the water with our bass fishing team. We host a coop
with Ilini Central. Their post season begins on May
15th with the regional in Canton at Banner Marsh.
Qualifiers will advance to the sectionals on May 22nd
at Lake Springfield. State is June 6th & 7th at Lake
Shelbyville. Good luck, guys!!

We have one student athlete participating in our
baseball coop which is hosted by Illini Central. Devin
Aper is traveling to Mason City to be a part of the
team. They are playing a JV only schedule this year
due to low numbers participating from both schools. |
got to see them play over spring break and the future
looks bright.

Our spring awards banquet will be at 6:00pm
Tuesday, May 27th in the high school gym.

Hartem FFA

Kelly Gill, FFA Teacher

This month, Hartem FFA members competed in
the Section 14 Livestock Judging CDE and
brought home 8th place. Kyler Williams earned
12th place individually out of over 100
competitors. The team judged classes of cattle,
swine, sheep, and goats. We are so proud of their
achievement and the effort they put into
practicing for this contest.

Many FFA members are looking forward to the FFA
events hosted in the summertime including attending
the Illinois State FFA Convention in June and
showcasing their projects at the Section 14 FFA Fair
in July.

Hartem Facebook Page
John Robinson, JH/HS Teacher

The Hartsburg-Emden Facebook account is used to
inform the public about district events. Please do not
use it as a forum to ask questions about these events.
If you have specific questions, please contact the
specific teacher, sponsor, coach, or school.

Music Department
Marlee Hafley, JH/HS Music Teacher

Mark your calendars as the Junior High and
High School Spring Music Concert is coming up
on Tuesday, May 6th at 5:30 PM in the school
auditorium. Doors open at 5:00 PM, and
admission is completely free!

Come enjoy an evening of music and celebration
as our Junior High and High School Band and
Choir students share the incredible work they’ve
put in this year. It’s sure to be a night full of great
performances, school spirit, and a few proud
moments along the way. We’d love to see you
there!

As the school year starts winding down, it’s almost
time to think about Beginning Band for the
upcoming school year! We’re excited to announce



an Instrument Try-Out Night for current 5th
graders, happening in mid to late May.

This event will provide parents with important
information about instrument rental, and give students
the opportunity to explore different instruments, learn
more about Beginning Band, and try out a few
instruments to help them decide which one they’d like
to start learning in August 2025.

More details about the specific date and time
will be shared with the current 5th grade class
soon. If you have any questions, feel free to reach
out to Mr. Hafley!

St. Peter’s Lutheran Church

Nina Huddlestun, Member

St. Peter's Lutheran Church in Emden will be hosting
Vacation Bible School for kids K through 6th grade
on July 21-25 from 5:30 - 8:00 p.m. at the

church. You can register on our Facebook page
beginning May 15th. We hope you can join us to
explore the True North - Trusting Jesus in a Wild
World.

Physics Field Trip

Jon Hodel, Physics Teacher

Several Physics students attended the Engineering
Open House (EOH) at the University of Illinois in
Champaign. EOH is the nation’s largest student-run
STEM fair organized entirely by University students
in the Grainger College of Engineering. EOH
celebrates innovation and new technologies by
showcasing over 200 projects and exhibits to students
from all over Illinois and beyond. Exhibits included
rockets, robotics, biomedical engineering,
transportation, solar, agriculture, and much much
more.

Meteorology

Jon Hodel, Meteorology Teacher

Skywarn Spotter Training

Several students in Meteorology class have completed
the Skywarn Storm Spotter Training and are now
official Skywarn Storm Spotters for Logan

County. Skywarn is a volunteer program with over
400,000 trained severe weather experts that help keep
their community safe by providing timely and
accurate reports of severe weather. As our students
witness extreme weather events, they may contact the
Emergency Management Office at the National
Weather Service in Lincoln and report what they are

experiencing. Their spotter report will be an official
weather declaration and may even help save lives.

Hartem-Lincoln Chess Team
Kent Hieronymus, HS Chess Coach

The Hartem Lincoln Chess Team is looking forward
to next year! We have almost the entire team
returning plus we will pick up eighth graders who
will be freshmen next year. Hartem will be adding
Isaac Doolin to our team as well as upper class
award winners, Kamden Pointer and Sophia

Bivens. Thank you Soren Aukamp for your two
years of playing on the top boards for the Hartem-
Lincoln Coop Chess Team.

Spanish 1,2, and 3

Kent Hieronymus, Spanish Teacher

All the Hartem Spanish classes will be taking a field
trip to Mazatlan restaurant on Apr 28, 2025. We are
preparing for the trip by writing and performing
original dialogues about ordering and eating a meal
at “El Maz”! Each level will write a dialogue about
greeting, getting a table, ordering beverages,
ordering the food, small talk, ordering dessert and
finally paying the bill and leaving a big tip!

The Spanish classes have been going to El Maz for
the last 6 years! The students enjoy using their
Spanish in a real world situation. A big benefit is of
course: The Food Is Delicious!






MAY 2025

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
Lunch 1 2 3
Menu Cream chicken on biscuit Quesadilla pizza
Peas Sour cream/salsa
Side salad Side salad
Applesauce Frozen fruit cup
Brownies
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Crispitos Popcorn chicken Chicken strips Chicken bacon wrap Hot dogs
Cheese sauce Mashed potatoes Mac & cheese Lettuce/cheese Bake beans
Mixed veggies w/gravy Peas Ranch/BBQ Pasta salad
Rice Corn Mandarin oranges Pasta salad Chips
Refried beans Pineapple Mix fruit Cottage cheese
Sour cream/salsa Oreo fluff Applesauce
Peaches Cookies
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
Hamburger on Walking tacos BBQ pulled pork on bun Chicken fajita Sloppy joe
bun Corn Cole Slaw Sour cream/salsa Nachos w/cheese sauce
French fries Sour cream/salsa Bake beans Lettuce/cheese Sour cream/salsa
Frozen fruit cup Lettuce Corn bread muffins Rice Lettuce
Peaches Pears Refried beans Pineapple
Graham crackers Peppers Brownies
w/icing Mandarin oranges
18 19 20 Fair Day 21 22 23 24
Bosco sticks Corn Dogs Chicken day Sub sandwiches
Marinara sauce Vinegar fries French fries/tater Chips
Side salad Funnel cake tots/potato smiles Carrots w/peanut butter or JH/HS-Cook’s choice
Applesauce Lemonade Peaches ranch
Frozen fruit cup Pudding w/vanilla wafers Pineapple GS-Fair Day
GS-Pizza Cookies
Lettuce
Corn
Fruit
25 26 27 28 29 30 31
No School Cook’s choice Teacher Institute

A variety of milk is available every day. Chef salad and side salads are available every day at the

high school. This institution is an equal opportunity provider.




MAY 2025

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
Breakfast 1 2 3
Menu Cinnamon rolls Frittata omelet
Fruit Toast
Juice Fruit
Juice
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Egg bites French toast sticks Biscuits Assorted muffins Poptart
Toast Sausage links Sausage gravy Fruit Fruit
Fruit Fruit Fruit Juice Juice
Juice Juice Juice
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
Nutri grain bar Yogurt w/strawberries Coffee cake Pancake and sausage | JH/HS-Assorted cereal
Fruit Toast Fruit on a stick Toast
Juice Fruit Juice Fruit GS-Uncrustable
Juice Juice Fruit
Juice
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
JH/HS-Mini pancake English muffins Breakfast cookies Egg/sausage Donuts
bits Fruit Fruit breakfast bagel Fruit
GS-Poptart Juice Juice Fruit Juice
Fruit Juice
Juice
25 26 27 28 29 30 31
Fruit frudel
No School Fruit Teacher Institute
Juice

A variety of milk is available every day. This institution is an equal opportunity
provider.




MAY 2025

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3
JHTRK @ Tremont 4:30 JHTRK @
PORTA 9:00am
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
HSSB @ Riverton | JH/HS Spring Concert @ HSSB @ Eureka 4:30 7/8t Grade Field Trip @
4:30 HS Gym 5:30 2:00 Dismissal Holocaust Museum HS Graduation
3:00 @ HS
JHTRK @ MWC Gym
4:00
JHTRK @
Sect. TBA
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
HSSB vs Athens HSSB @ PORTA 4:30 Bass Fishing Reg. @ Banner JHTRK @ State TBA JHTRK @
4:30 Marsh-Canton TBA State TBA
HSSB vs Blue Ridge 4:30
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
HSSB @ 1A Reg. HSSB @ 1A Reg. TBA HSSB @ 1A Reg. TBA 8t Grade Promotion 6:00 @ HSSB @ 1A Reg. TBA HSSB @ 1A
TBA HS Gym Reg. TBA
Public Meeting on Special
Board Meeting Ed. @ Hartem 8:15am HS Bass Fishing Sect. @ HS Finals
7:00 Lake Springfield TBA
2:00 Dismissal
25 26 27 Last Day of School 28 29 30 31
HSSB @ 1A Sect. TBA HSSB @ 1A Sect. TBA HSSB @ 1A Sect. TBA HSSB @ 1A
No School Sect. TBA

Spring Sports Awards 6:00
@ HS Gym

HS Finals

2:00 Dismissal

Teacher Institute
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