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Principal’s Desk 
Ashley Tetter-Rowden, GS Principal 

As we move through February, our school continues to 

be filled with excitement, celebration, and meaningful 

learning opportunities. I would like to take a moment to 

share a few highlights and important upcoming dates 

with our community. 

We recently completed our Book Blast events, and I am 

thrilled to share that students have now received their 

books and prizes. This year, we had an overall 

participation rate of 64%. Thank you to everyone who 

supported this initiative and helped put new books into 

the hands of our students. Encouraging a love of 

reading remains a priority for us, and your partnership 

makes events like this a success. 

On Friday, February 13th, classrooms were buzzing 

with excitement during our Valentine’s Day parties. It 

was wonderful to see students enjoying time with their 

classmates and eagerly passing out their valentines. 

These moments of joy and connection are an important 

part of building a positive school community. 

We would also like to recognize February 22nd as 

National Bus Driver Appreciation Day. Our bus drivers 

play a vital role in our school family; ensuring students 

arrive safely to and from school each day. We are 

incredibly grateful for their dedication, care, and 

commitment to our children. Please join us in thanking 

them for all they do. 

Looking ahead, Spring Picture Day will take place on 

February 25th beginning at 8:30 a.m. There will be no 

order forms sent home in advance. Instead, your child’s 

proof will be sent to you, and families may place orders 

directly from the proof if they choose. 

We are also excited to celebrate Read Across America 

Week from March 2nd through March 6th. This special 

week promotes the joy and importance of reading. 

More details, including themed dress-up days and 

activities, will be shared soon. We look forward to 

seeing our students participate and celebrate literacy 

together. 

As always, thank you for your continued support of our 

school. We are proud of our students and grateful for 

our families and community partners who make these 

experiences possible. 

GUIDANCE DEPARTMENT 
Elizabeth Hilgert, Student Coordinator/Guidance Counselor 
Last month, we shared a simple but important 

reminder: you are enough. 

That message matters all the time—but it matters 

especially when life feels hard. 

Struggling looks different for everyone. For students, 

it might mean schoolwork feels overwhelming, 

friendships feel complicated, or confidence feels 

shaky. For adults, it may show up as stress, worry, 

exhaustion, or trying to balance responsibilities at 

home, work, and everywhere in between. No matter 

our age, we all have moments when things feel 

heavier than usual. 

During those times, it’s easy to believe that struggling 

means we’re failing or falling behind. But the truth is, 

struggling is part of being human—it does not take 

away from our worth. 

Being “enough” doesn’t mean having everything 

figured out or feeling strong every day. It means 

recognizing that our value does not disappear when 

things are difficult. Some days, progress looks like 

growth and success. Other days, it looks like showing 

up, asking for help, taking a break, or simply getting 

through the day. All of those moments matter. 

It’s also important to remember that none of us are 

meant to do hard things alone. Whether it’s a student 

talking to a trusted adult, a parent reaching out for 

support, or a family leaning on their community, 

asking for help is a strength—not a weakness. 

If you or your child are struggling right now, this is 

your reminder: You are still enough. Even on the hard 

days. Especially on the hard days. 

Our school community is built on care, connection, 

and support. We are here to help students grow not 

just academically, but emotionally and socially as 

well—and we believe that every person belongs, just 

as they are. 

Be patient with yourself. Be kind to one another. And 

remember, struggling does not define you—it simply 

reminds us that we are human.   

TESTING DATES 
IAR (Illinois Assessment Readiness) will begin the week 

of March 2nd for all students in grades 3rd-8th  
ACT will be held March 26th  
Pre-ACT for 10th grade will be March 25th   



Pre-ACT for 9th grade will be March 24th   
ISA for 5th grade will be the week of March 16th 
ISA for 8th grade will be the week of March 23rd  

 

SCHOLARSHIPS 
The spring semester is a busy time for scholarship 

applications. Many local organizations announce 

scholarships during the spring semester. I encourage all 12th 

grade students to check for scholarships to determine if there 

are any scholarships that meet their needs. See Mrs. Hilgert 

if you need help finding and/or applying to scholarships. 

Listed below are several scholarships with a March/April 

deadline that any student can apply for:  
• Emden Historical Society due March 15th  

• Ed & Beulah Schmidt due April 24th 

• Legion Post 506 & Sons due April 24th 

• Rudy Klokkenga Memorial due April 1st   

• Paul Klokkenga Scholarship  

• Hartem Teachers’ Union see Mrs. Jordan (must be 

going into education) 

• Gage Klein Scholarship due April 1st 

• Township due Saturday, March 1st 

• Farm Credit due February 28th 

• Lincoln Women’s Club due Saturday, March 1st 

• Community Foundation Land of Lincoln due 

Saturday, March 1st (several scholarships listed) 

https://cfll.org/Grants-

Scholarships/Scholarships 
• Horatio Alger Association due March 1st 

• CBAI Foundation due March 3rd 

• Scottish Rite due April 1st 

• American Legion Auxiliary has various due dates 

• DAR Scholarship January 31st  

• Blood Drive Scholarship see Mr. Robinson  

• Illinois Sheriffs’ Scholarship due March 14th  

• Deputy Scott Brown Scholarship due March 31st  

• Iva Blaum Trust Scholarship due March 7th  

 

FRESHMAN ORIENTATION 

Freshman Orientation will be held on April 22 at 6:00 

p.m. in the high school computer lab. Current 8th grade 

students and a parent or guardian are strongly 

encouraged to attend. 

During this meeting, students will have the opportunity 

to view their 2026–2027 course schedules. We will also 

provide an overview of graduation requirements, 

grading policies, and elective course options. In 

addition, a representative from Heartland Community 

College will be present to share information about dual 

credit opportunities available throughout the high 

school years. 

 

 

HARTEM ATHLETIC DEPARTMENT 
Ron Spencer, Athletic Director 

JH Boys Basketball 

Congratulations to our 8th grade boys basketball team 

on winning both the regional and sectional 

championships and advancing to the IESA Elite 8. 

Their season came to an end in a hard-fought 39–38 

loss to Limestone Walters. We are incredibly proud of 

these young men, as well as our cheerleaders, for an 

outstanding season. 

HS Boys Basketball 

By the time this newsletter is published, the high 

school boys basketball team will have begun regional 

play. They will open at Dee-Mack on Monday, 

February 23. 

JH Volleyball 

The 7th grade volleyball team captured the Illini 

Central 7th Grade Round Robin title with a perfect 3–

0 record. 

Regional play begins February 28 for 7A and March 7 

for 8A. Both regionals will be held at Morton Blessed 

Sacrament. 

Hartem will host both sectionals in Hartsburg: 

• 7A Sectional – Monday, March 9 at 6:00 PM 

• 8A Sectional – Monday, March 16 at 6:00 PM 

73rd Annual Hartem Freshman/Sophomore 

Tournament 

The oldest freshman/sophomore tournament in the 

state will tip off on Saturday, February 28. Additional 

game dates are March 2, March 5, and the tournament 

will conclude on March 7. The tournament bracket 

has been included in this newsletter. 

HS Chess 

The high school chess team has advanced to the IHSA 

State Chess Tournament. Congratulations on a great 

season! Thank you to all of the community members 

who attended the team send-off—it was an awesome 

show of support. 

HS Baseball Coop 

Illini Central will host our high school baseball coop. 

We have 2 high school athletes participating this 

spring.  

HS Track Coop 

Illini Central will be hosting the Illini 

Central/Delavan/Hartem track coop this spring. We 

https://cfll.org/Grants-Scholarships/Scholarships
https://cfll.org/Grants-Scholarships/Scholarships


have some interest from Hartem athletes, but numbers 

are not confirmed yet.  

JH Track 

JH Track practice begins March 16. We are looking 

forward to a strong season, highlighted by several 

returning state qualifiers from 2025 and a talented 

group of athletes who were in contention last year. 

 

 

 
 

High School English Classes  
Eric Gardiner, HS English Teacher 

World Literature: Students are currently reading 

independent memoirs for our Middle Eastern Literature 

unit. They participate in weekly reading and writing 

activities that focus on various aspects of nonfiction. 

This unit will culminate with students writing short 

memoirs about themselves.  

 

British Literature: Students Have just finished reading 

Hamlet . Once this unit is wrapped up we will begin our 

next unit where students will read A Brave New World . 

As they read students will focus on the essential 

question of “How do reason and emotion help us 

understand the world”?  

 

American Literature: Currently Students are reading 

Their Eyes Were Watching God. We are focusing a lot 

on diction and dialect as we read, so that students gain a 

greater understanding of authenticity when it comes to 

narrative voice. As we continue to read, students will be 

focusing on the concepts of Realism and individualism.  

 

English I: Freshman students are currently reading 

Shakespere’s The Tempest. As we move through this 

unit students will discuss aspects of colonialism, social 

hierarchies, patriarchies, as well as topics such as 

teenage love, and how far one should go to seek their 

revenge.  

 

 

 

 

Hartsburg-Emden Music Department  
Marlee Hafley, JH/HS Music Teacher 

On Thursday, March 19th, our Junior High Band 

students will travel to Mt. Pulaski to participate in the 

annual Logan County Band Festival. This is a 

wonderful opportunity for our Hartem students to 

collaborate with musicians from Lincoln Jr. High, Mt. 

Pulaski, and other Logan County schools as they 

prepare and perform together.  

Students in 6th, 7th, and 8th grade band will 

depart from Hartsburg at approximately 12:30 

PM. The festival concert will begin at 6:00 PM in 

the Mt. Pulaski High School Gym.  

Admission is $2 for adults and high school 

students. Senior citizens and K–8 students are 

admitted free.  

We encourage families to attend and support our 

students as they showcase the hard work and growth 

they’ve demonstrated throughout the spring semester, 

even those who may not be in the music department 

currently. It promises to be an enjoyable evening 

celebrating music and student achievement.  

If you have any questions, please contact Mr. Hafley. 

 

2026-2027 JH Basketball Parent/Player 

Meeting 
Ron Spencer, JHBK Coach 

We will have a parent/player meeting after the winter 

sports banquet on Monday, March 23rd. For those not 

involved in the winter banquet, the meeting time will 

start roughly around 7:30pm in the high school 

cafeteria. This meeting is for all boys currently in 

grades 4-7 and plan to play Jr. High basketball during 

the 26-27 school year. 

 

HARTEM Alumni Association – President 

Wanted 
Ron Spencer, AD  
The HARTEM Alumni Association is seeking a 

President to help lead the 2026 Annual Banquet. 

If you are a HARTEM alum, please consider giving 

back just a small amount of your time to ensure this 

tradition continues. 

Contact Ron Spencer at 309-838-0360 if you are willing 

to serve as President or in any other capacity. 

The 2026 Banquet will not happen without a president. 



Americanism Essay Contest Winners 
Eric Gardiner, HS English Teacher 
Every year students at the jr. high and high school 

participate in the American Legion’s Americanism 

essay contest. This Year’s prompt was “What are the 

Core American Values?” Essays were submitted earlier 

this month, and the ladies of Emden American Legion 

Aux. Unit  #506 announced our local winners. They are 

as follows:  

Class I- 1st place Piper Leesman      

2nd place Rhett Zinser     

3rd place Lila Cross 

 

Class II- 1st place Isaac Doolin      

 2nd place Kylee Eads        

3rd place Elliott Ross 

 

Class III- 1st place JozaLynn Babbs      

2nd place Kennedy  McCree                                              

3rd place  Clayton O’Donoghue. 

 

Congratulations to all the winners and thank you to all 

the students who participated. 

 

Yearbook 
Eric Gardiner 
Seniors, and parents of seniors, if you have baby 

pictures and senior pictures that you would like featured 

in this year’s yearbook, please email copies of those 

photos to Mr. Gardiner at egardiner@hartem.org . 
 

FUNDRAISER: Hartem Lincoln High 

School Chess Team 
Kent Hieronymus, HS Chess Coach 

The Chess team thanks everyone for participating in our 

fundraiser at the Country Aire in Atlanta on February 

18.  It was a big success. 
 

Hartem Lincoln High School Chess Team 
Kent Hieronymus, HS Chess Coach 

The Hartem Lincoln Chess Team just participated in the 

IHSA State Chess Tournament on Feb. 13, and 14.  The 

team defeated Georgetown Ridgefarm and 

Herrin.  Hartem players participating were Kennedy 

McCree, Eva Sanders, Jacinth Kong, Isaac Doolin, and 

Kamden Pointer.   
 

Isaac scored 2.5 out of 3 games.  He could not play on 

Friday due to playing in the homecoming basketball 

game.  Jacinth Kong scored 4 out of 5 games.  Kamden 

Pointer scored 2 important wins that helped win our 

games.  Our Lincoln teammate Megan Barry had an 

excellent tournament!  Megan never lost a game.  She 

won 4 games and drew 3.  She received the third place 

medal for board 3.   

 

Hartem Lincoln also won the MCICL Conference 

with a record of 7-2-3 in conference play.  Overall the 

team had a good record of 15-14-3.   
 

Spanish 1 
Kent Hieronymus, Spanish Teacher 

Spanish 1 has recently made diagrams of houses and 

has labeled all the rooms plus some furniture and 

appliances.  We also played a favorite Spanish 1 

activity called “Spill the Fruit Basket” Students sit in 

a circle with someone in the middle.  Students are 

given the name of different fruits in Spanish.  When 

the fruits are called out, they must go to another seat 

or be stuck in the middle.  It is a lot of fun for the 

students. 
 

Spanish 2 
Kent Hieronymus, Spanish Teacher 

Spanish 2 had been learning the Imperative forms in 

Spanish for all subjects.  Imperative means the 

command forms.  This is telling someone to do or not 

to do something.   
 

Spanish 3 and 4 
Kent Hieronymus, Spanish Teacher 

Spanish 3 and 4 have been reviewing the present 

subjunctive.  They are going to write an original story 

using the subjunctive tense.  Subjunctives are non-

fact situations such as emotion or doubt. 
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MARCH 2026 
 

Sun  Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri   Sat 

Breakfast Menu 2 

Nutri-grain bar 

Fruit  

Juice 

3 

Sausage patty 

Tri-tater 

Toast 

Fruit 

Juice 

4 

Biscuits w/sausage 

gravy 

Fruit 

Juice 

5 

Breakfast pizza bagel 

Fruit 

Juice 

6 

Assorted cereal 

Toast  

Fruit 

Juice 

7 

8 9 

Mini pancake bits 

Fruit 

Juice 

10 

Yogurt w/strawberries 

Toast 

Fruit 

Juice 

11 

Waffles 

Sausage links 

Fruit 

Juice 

12 

Cinnamon brown sugar 

oatmeal 

Toast 

Fruit 

Juice 

13 

JH/HS-Uncrustables 

GS-Bagels w/cream 

cheese 

Fruit 

Juice 

14 

15 16 

Frittata omelet 

Toast 

Fruit 

Juice 

17 

JH/HS-Bagels w/cream 

cheese 

GS-Uncrustables 

Fruit 

Juice 

18 

Pancakes 

Sausage patty 

Fruit 

Juice 

19 

Fruit frudle 

Fruit 

Juice 

20 

Poptarts 

Fruit 

Juice 

21 

22 23 

French toast sticks 

Sausage links 

Fruit 

Juice 

24 

Coffee cake 

Fruit 

Juice 

25 

English muffins 

Fruit 

Juice 

26 

Pancake and sausage on a 

stick 

Fruit 

Juice 

27 

Donuts 

Fruit 

Juice 

28 

29 30 

 

No School 

31 

 

No School 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A variety of milk is available every day. This institution is an equal opportunity 

provider. 



 

MARCH 2026 
 

Sun  Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri   Sat 

Lunch Menu 2 

Hot ham and cheese 

French fries 

Pears 

3 
BBQ pulled pork on bun 

GS-or nacho chips 

Potato smiles 

JH/HS-Cole slaw 

JH/HS- Cornbread 

Bake beans 

Applesauce 

4 

Crispitos 

Cheese sauce 

Rice 

Mixed veggies 

Refried beans 

Sour cream/salsa 

Peaches 

5 

Spaghetti w/meat sauce 

Green beans 

French bread 

Side salad 

Cottage cheese 

Pineapple 

6 

Fish sticks or chicken 

sticks 

Mac and cheese 

Pease 

Jello 

Mandarin oranges 

7 

8 9 

Ham/turkey cheese 

wrap 

Lettuce 

Chips 

Applesauce 

10 

Popcorn chicken 

Mashed potatoes w/ 

gravy 

Corn 

Peaches 

11 

Cheese tortellini 

Pasta sauce 

Green beans 

Side salad 

Breadsticks 

Pineapple 

12 

Chicken fajita 

Sour cream/salsa 

Lettuce/cheese 

Rice 

Refried beans 

Peppers 

Pears 

13 

Breakfast for Lunch 

Strawberries 

14 

15 16 

Pork tenderloin on 

bun 

Tater tots 

Cottage cheese 

Applesauce 

17 
JH/HS-Chicken strips 

Mac & cheese 

Peas 

Pears 

Jello 

GS-School Pizza 

Corn 

Salad 

Pears 

Rice krispy treats 

18 

Hamburger on bun 

Bake beans 

Pasta salad 

Chips 

Mandarin oranges 

19 

Chili or chicken noodle soup 

Fresh veggies 

Ranch/PB 

Frozen fruit cup 

Cinnamon rolls 

20 

Loaded nachos 

Cheese sauce 

Assorted meats 

Sour cream/salsa 

Lettuce 

Pineapple 

21 

22 23 

BBQ rib on bun 

Potato smiles 

Carrots 

Pears 

24 
JH/HS-Chili mac 

Green beans 

Corn bread 

Mandarin oranges 

GS-Chicken strips 

Mac and cheese 

Green beans 

Corn  

Mandarin oranges 

25 

Chicken patty on bun 

French fries 

Applesauce 

26 

Ham  

Mashed potatoes w/gravy 

Corn 

Dinner rolls 

Peaches 

Oreo fluff 

27 

Quesadilla cheese pizza 

Sour cream/salsa 

Side salad 

Pineapple 

Brownies 

28 

29 30 

 

No School 

31 

 

No School 

    

 

 

 

 

A variety of milk is available every day. Chef salad and side salads are available 

every day at the high school. This institution is an equal opportunity provider. 



 

 

MARCH 2026 
 

Sun  Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri   Sat 

1 2 

HSBK 72nd Fr/So 

Tourn. @ Hartem 

6:00 

 

JHVB 7A Reg. @ 

Morton Blessed 

Sacrament TBA 

3 

JHVB 7A Reg. @ Morton 

Blessed Sacrament TBA 

4 

JHVB 7A Reg. @ Morton 

Blessed Sacrament TBA 

 

Preschool Screening @ Emden 

GS 3:20-6:00 

5 

HSBK 72nd Fr/So 

Tourn. @ Hartem 

6:00 

 

JHVB 7A Reg. @ 

Morton Blessed 

Sacrament TBA 

6 

 

7 

HSBK 72nd Fr/So 

Tourn. @ Hartem 

9:00am 

 

JHVB 8A Reg. @ 

Morton Blessed 

Sacrament TBA 

8 9 

JHVB 7A Sect. @ 

Hartem 6:00 

10 

JHVB 8A Reg. @ Morton 

Blessed Sacrament TBA 

11 

JHVB 8A Reg. @ Morton 

Blessed Sacrament TBA 

12 

JHVB 8A Reg. @ 

Morton Blessed 

Sacrament TBA 

13 

JHVB 7A State TBA 

 

14 

JHVB 7A State TBA 

15 16 

JHVB 8A Sect. @ 

Hartem 6:00 

17 

 

18 

School Board Meeting 7:00 

19 

Lo. Co. Band 

Festival @ MP 6:00 

20 

JHVB 8A State TBA 

21 

JHVB 8A State TBA 

22 23 

Winter Sports 

Awards @ HS 

Gym 6:00 

 

JHBK 26-27 

Parent/Player 

meeting after 

awards 

24 

Pre-Act Grade 9 

25 

Pre-Act Grade 10 

26 

ACT Testing 

 

27 28 

29 30 

 

No School 

31 

 

No School 

 

JHTRK @ MWC 4:15 

    

 



 

Hartsburg-Emden C.U.S.D. #21        Non-Profit Organization 

400 West Front Street         U.S. Postage Paid 

Hartsburg, IL 62643         Hartsburg, IL 62643  

               

     

            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  *********ECRWSSEDDM**** 

 

POSTAL CUSTOMER 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 


