
HARTSBURG-EMDEN CUSD NO. 21 

MARCH 2025 NEWSLETTER 
Principal’s Desk 
Adam Wherley, Principal 

Hello Hartsburg-Emden Families, 

Over the past month, we have seen snow, bitter cold, 

and sickness runs its course throughout the district, 

but we continue to plug along at HARTEM. On a 

positive note, we just celebrated FFA Week (February 

17-21). Agriculture is a major aspect of our 

community; probably more so than most, and it is 

very important to embrace this heritage and promote 

our current and future farmers. I want to thank our 

FFA Officers and Ms. Gill for coordinating events 

during that week as they pursued their motto, 

“Learning to Do, Doing to Learn, Earning to Live, 

and Living to Serve”. Congratulations on a successful 

FFA Week! 

 

As we roll into March, there are several things to look 

forward to. Our elementary school Book Blast 

was a success and the shipment of students’ books 

and prizes will be arriving shortly. Congratulations to 

Mrs. Johnson and Mr. Zastrow for earning $100 

classroom gift cards for their students’ participation. 

Also, the Senior Class trip to the Mall of America is 

scheduled for March 20-22. It should be a nice 

getaway before coming back for the home stretch on 

finishing their high school careers. March also 

brings the start of State assessment season. All 

students in grades 3-11 will participate in State testing 

throughout this month and next. These assessments 

not only will provide a snapshot of where each 

individual student is at in their educational journey, 

but also how the school/district is meeting the 

educational needs of the students. I encourage 

everyone to try their very best so we can get accurate 

data to use for educational planning moving forward. 

Here are some other dates of interest for March. 

 

March 13 – Pre-School Screenings 

March 19 – School Improvement Day - 11:30 

Dismissal 

March 20 – Emden Elementary Family Reading Night 

- 6:00 

March 27 – Winter Sports Banquet - 6:00 

 

If you ever have any questions or concerns, please 

feel free to contact me. 

 

 

 

 

LIBRARY NEWS 
Nichole Folkman, Librarian 

It’s Book Fair time again! We’re looking forward to 

a great Book Fair week and Family Reading Night. 

As always, Mrs. Reber is putting together an 

amazing night of fun and learning, so we’re looking 

forward to seeing you there. Look for the flyer in 

this newsletter for more information. The kids are 

really excited for the new books from beloved series 

like Dog Man and Diary of a Wimpy Kid and so 

much more! The book fair will be open each day 

before and after school as well as during the Family 

Reading Night. If you don’t want to send cash with 

your child, you can use the eWallet. (I’ll send home 

a handout about it.)  
 
If you’d like to donate to help every child get a free 

book from the fair so that everyone can be included 

in the reading fun, please reach out to Mrs. 

Folkman.  
 
English Department 
We had some great entries in the Americanism 

Essay. This was a required assignment for English I 

and II. 
 
Underclassman winners were: 
3rd place- Jozalynn Babbs 
2nd place- Clayton O’Donoghue 
1st place- Elliott Ross 
 
Upperclassman winners were: 
2nd place- Bella Grabowski 
1st place- Kennedy McCree 
 
The first place winners from each level move on to 

the next level of competition.  
 
English I is going to start a Family/ Local History 

unit soon. This class is always especially interested 

in the old yearbooks and old stories about our 

school, so we’re going to use that interest to work on 

interview, research, and writing skills. 
 
English II has started a unit on genocides. It is an 

Illinois state requirement that we teach multiple 

genocides that have occurred through time in 

addition to the Holocaust. Students will select a 

genocide or a conflict on the watch list and learn and 

research the 10 Stages of Genocide within that event. 

This will help us learn about research, writing, and 

presentation skills. 
 



Literature has been working on character and is 

moving into setting, world building, and tropes. As 

with all of the classes, they chose which books they’d 

like to read and we discuss skills and literary devices 

together through their own choice books. 
 
Journalism I and II are hard at work on the yearbook. 

It’s going very well. If you’d like to pre-order, you 

will have time to get it for $40 before spring break. It 

will be $45 after spring break.  
 

GUIDANCE DEPARTMENT 
Elizabeth Hilgert, Student Coordinator/Guidance Counselor 

Time is flying and it is hard to believe we will be 

entering the last quarter of the school year this month.   

Scheduling for the upcoming year will be happening 

in the very near future. It is time to start thinking 

about what classes you are interested in for the 2025- 

2026 school year.  

There will be a Freshman Orientation held on 

Wednesday, April 23rd at 6:00 pm in the high school 

computer lab. Current 8th grade students and a parent 

are strongly encouraged to attend this meeting. 

Students will have an opportunity to choose their 

2025-2026 classes during this meeting. We will also 

cover an overview of required courses for graduation, 

grading scales, and highlights of elective offerings.  

March also marks the start of testing season for 

schools. Testing for the Illinois Assessment of 

Readiness will begin in March. Students in 3rd – 8th 

grade will be participating in IAR testing. Grades 3-

5th will begin the IAR the week of March 3rd and 

grades 6th-8th will begin the week of March 10th. 

Additionally, students in 5th grade and 8th grade will 

take the Illinois Science Assessment (ISA). The 8th 

graders will take it the ISA over three days beginning 

on April 8th. Juniors will be taking the ACT on 

Wednesday, March 26th.  Please keep an eye out for 

more information about the test day. Illinois has 

mandated that all students in 9th and 10th grade take 

the PreACT. Freshman will take the PreACT on April 

3rd  and sophomores will take the PreACT 10 on April 

2nd. Students can prepare for the ACT by accessing 

practice materials at 

https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-

services/the-act/test-preparation.html If you have any 

questions about any of the mandatory standardized 

tests, please don’t hesitate to reach out. 

Testing for the State tests is important for your 

student’s success. Because of this, testing can be very 

stressful. Here are some ways you can help minimize 

stress and maximize their performance throughout the 

testing process:  

▪ DO make sure your child completes 

homework assignments and class projects. 

Because tests reflect overall achievement, the 

more effort your child puts into learning, the 

more likely he/she will do well on tests.  

▪ DO make sure your child gets a good night's 

sleep, eats a healthy breakfast, and gets to 

school on time on the morning of the test.  

▪ DO encourage your child to think positive 

thoughts about their performance on the test. 

For example, "I am going to ace this test!"  

▪ DO support your child. Praise him/her for 

what he/she does well. When students feel 

good about themselves, they will do their 

best. 

25-26 DUAL-CREDIT COURSES 

Are you interested in taking college classes while 

still in high school? Dual credit is an opportunity for 

students in grades 11th – 12th to take classes in high 

school and one or more college level classes with 

Heartland Community College. Dual credit courses 

are a great opportunity to receive extra high 

school credit AND earn college credit towards Gen. 

Eds. The courses that will be offered next year 

are:  ENG 101: Critical Reading & Writing, ENG 

102: Multimodal Composition and SCED 105: 

Life Success. 

 

Qualifications: 

If you are interested in taking a Dual Credit course 

next year (AY 25-26), you MUST complete a 

Heartland application by March 24th  and 

ACCUPLACER Assessment (or  submit a qualifying 

score) by April  25th in order to be eligible to enroll 

in the course. Students can submit qualifying ACT 

or PSAT/SAT scores in place of the 

ACCUPLACER. See Mrs. Hilgert for details. 

 

HARTEM ATHLETIC DEPARTMENT 
Ron Spencer, Athletic Director 
Winter Sports Banquet Date/Time Change: The 

Winter Sports Banquet will be held on Thursday, 

March 27 at 6:00pm in the high school gym.  

 

Thank you to our very own Lauren DeJarnette for 

singing the National Anthem at all our home high 

school sporting events this past fall and winter. 

There is nothing better than a live version of the 

Anthem when attending a high school sporting event 

and she did a phenomenal job!  

 

https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act/test-preparation.html
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act/test-preparation.html


The Jr. High basketball season ended, but not before 

the 7th grade captured a Regional Championship. We 

got beat by the defending state champion WLB in the 

sectional and they went on to easily capture their back 

to back championship. The 8th grade lost in the first 

round of regionals. Congratulations on a fantastic 

season to the young men who make up our 2024-2025 

team. A special thanks to Coach Brad Ferguson for 

his time and commitment to our team. He is coaching 

our 4/5/6 grade team right now to help mold them 

into what will be our 2025-2026 7th grade team.  

 

With the Jr. High basketball season coming to an end 

so has Jr. High cheer. I can't say enough positive 

things about these young ladies and their coaches. 

They were tremendous all season and spoiled the 

boys (and coaches) with treats throughout the season. 

Thank you! 

 

Coach Sherwood and Coach Vetter are gearing up for 

an end of the season run. The varsity plays MWC on 

Monday, February 24 in the first round of regionals. It 

should be a good game based on our senior night 

showdown with them. We played them to a 2 point 

loss at HARTEM on senior night. It was a great 

game. Coach Vetter will be taking his Fr./So. team 

into the 72nd Annual HARTEM Fr./So. Tournament. 

They open on Saturday, March 1 at 11:30 vs. 

Lexington.  

 

Speaking of the Fr./So. Tournament. We are entering 

our 72nd year of hosting this event and it is the 

longest running Fr./So. Tournament in the state of 

Illinois. Please see the complete schedule in this 

month's newsletter. 

 

Thank you to Coach Goodnight, Coach Lucas and 

junior Kennedy McCree for leading the youth cheer 

program this year. What a special treat for our fans at 

all our home high school basketball games. 

Congratulations to all the young ladies involved. A lot 

of hard work went into each of their performances.  

 

Our youth basketball (biddy ball) teams completed 

their respective seasons with both the 4th grade and 

3rd grade playing for the championships of their 

leagues. Thank you to Kent Cross and Kory Leesman 

for leading these young men and to any other coaches 

that may have been involved as well as all our 

parents. HARTEM Basketball is on the comeback and 

in a BIG way!  

 

Jr. High Volleyball will be entering post season play. 

The 7th grade regional begins March 1 and will be 

played at Bartonville Oak Grove and the 8th grade 

regional begins March 8 and will be played at 

Bartonville Monroe. We are hosting both a 7A 

sectional on March 10th at 6:30pm and an 

8A sectional on March 17th at 6:30pm. The 7th 

grade team just captured the WLB 7A Round Robin 

Tournament Championship and at press time the 8th 

grade is getting ready to head down to the Effingham 

Tournament for a final tune-up before postseason. 

 

High School Chess wrapped up a great season at the 

state chess tournament in Peoria. This has been a 

great coop with Lincoln High School with 

HARTEM being the host school. Congratulations to 

Coach Hieronymus and team! Coach Robinson and 

the Jr. High Chess Team will be participating at the 

IESA state meet on Friday, February 28th.  

 

Coach Folkman and the scholastic bowl team 

kickoff postseason with regionals on March 10th.  

 

Believe it or not, spring sports will be starting at the 

beginning of March. High school softball, high 

school baseball (coop with Illini Central) which will 

be a JV only season due to low numbers 

participating from both schools and jr. high track 

will all be ramping up in March. We have a high 

school track coop with Delavan, but do not have any 

HARTEM athletes participating this year.  
 

 
Hartem FFA 
Kelly Gill, Ag Teacher and FFA Advisor 

This month, Hartem FFA members celebrated 

National FFA week by dressing up, participating 

in Ag Olympics, and raising money through our Pie-

A-Teacher fundraiser for the Logan County 

Humane Society. Our agriculture classes have been 

diving into a wide range of topics within the 

agriculture industry from floral design to welding to 

animal science. 

 

Thank you to those that supported our strawberry 

fundraiser. Read next month’s newsletter for 

information about our end-of-year banquet. 



Alumni Banquet 
The 96th* Annual Hartsburg-Emden High School 

Alumni Banquet will begin at 6:30pm on June 14, 

2025. This year the banquet will be held at the 

Community House in Emden, Illinois. The banquet 

will be catered by the Dovetail Inn. Invitations to the 

banquet will be sent out in early May.  Anyone who 

does not receive an invitation but would like to attend 

the banquet may send a request via email to Ginnifer 

(Sparks) Smith at ginnifer.smith@gmail.com.  

Anniversary classes being honored this year include: 

1950, 1955, 1960, 1965, 1970, 1975, 1980, 1985, 

1990, 1995, 2000, 2005, 2010, 2015, 2020 and the 

Senior Class of 2025. All HARTEM Alumni are 

welcome to join us regardless of anniversary year! 

The winner of the “Wall of Fame” award will be 

selected and announced at the banquet. This year the 

award will be represented in the category of Service 

to the District. Please mail nomination letters to 

Ginnifer Smith, 252 W 2nd St, El Paso, IL 61738 or 

ginnifer.smith@gmail.com.  

I could use some officer help for the 2025 banquet in 

the following role: Vice President. If you are 

interested and willing to help, please let me know. 

Class of 2026 Fundraiser 
Jenn Hayes Co-Sponsor 

HOG RAFFLE DRAWING 
 April 11th  

The Junior Class of 2026 will be selling chances for 

½ a hog for your freezer.  
Pork Chops, Bacon, Hams, Loins, Roasts 
Tickets are $5.00 each or (3) for $10.00.  

All Juniors will be selling tickets. 
March 30 - April 11th  

We will pick (2) winners – each winner will receive 

½ hog ready for pick-up at the Atlanta Locker. 
Please support the Class of 2026! 

Fill your freezer for those Summer BBQ's! 

 

Youth Cheerleading 
Jacy Goodnight, Co-Coach 

This year Hartsburg-Emden created a youth cheer 

program. This program performed at all home games. 

They did a floor cheer during JV halftime, the fight 

song as the high school basketball team entered the 

gym for warmups, and cheered on the boys biddy ball 

team every varsity halftime. This team helped create 

school spirit for all ages and introduced younger 

students to the fundamentals of cheerleading. The 

team was open to students in the district in grades 2nd 

- 4th. The team included Addison Summers, 

Remyngton Beam, Emerson Bolen, Rayden Cordell, 

Adelaide Keller, Isabella Rifner, Cora Schleder, 

Lennon Schleder, Haven Simpson, Mallory 

Zimmerman, Kassidy Adams, Emma Boerma, Laney 

Coers, Mia Westen, and Anna Wrage. This team was 

coached by Jacy Goodnight and McKenna Lucas 

with assistance from high school cheerleader 

Kennedy McCree. 

 

 
 

HARTEM Athletic Uniform Surplus Sale 
Ron Spencer, JHBK Coach 

We will be having a surplus sale of old uniforms 

from different HARTEM sports. Perfect for your 

man cave, she shed; dress up or you just want a 

piece of HARTEM memorabilia. We will be set up 

in the high school cafeteria on Saturday, April 12th 

from 8:00am-12:00pm. Please come around to the 

cafeteria doors on the west side of the building. No 

other entry points will be open. The cost for 

uniforms will be a donation of your choice to the 

HARTEM Athletic Department. First Come, First 

Serve. Come grab some awesome STAG SWAG! 

Questions can be directed to Ron Spencer 

at rspencer@hartem.org.  

Hartsburg-Emden Music Department 
Marlee Hafley, HS Music Teacher 

Unfortunately, due to not enough student interest, 

The Suessification of Romeo and Juliet will not 

happen at Hartem this Spring. Thank you to 

everyone who showed interest, asked questions, and 

wanted more details about the show. I wish things 

had worked out differently. 

 

Look for more information in the 2025-2026 school 

year about a possible theater production at 

Hartsburg-Emden.  

 

 

mailto:ginnifer.smith@gmail.com
mailto:rspencer@hartem.org


 

Hartem Post Prom 
Alissa Klokkenga, Post Prom Committee 

The Hartem Post Prom Committee sincerely thanks 

everyone who participated in Trivia Night. Your 

support made the event a great success! We look 

forward to hosting a fun and memorable post-prom 

experience for our students. 

 

Hartem Lincoln Chess Team 
Kent Hieronymus, Chess Coach 

The Hartem Lincoln Chess Team qualified for the 

state tournament on Feb. 1!  The team made the top 

100 of all the high school teams in the state of 

Illinois.  In chess, there is only one class.  The team 

clinched their trip to state by defeating Mt. Vernon, 

39-29.  The IHSA teams consist of 8 players on 8 

different boards. 

 

Spanish 1 
Kent Hieronymus, Spanish Teacher 

The Spanish 1 classes are learning reflexive verbs in 

Spanish.  Reflexive verbs have the subjects do the 

action to themselves.  They are doing a small project 

about their daily routines using reflexive verbs. 

 

Spanish 2 
Kent Hieronymus, Spanish Teacher 

The Spanish 2 class has been reading and performing 

many dialogues.  They are doing well on the website, 

www.studyspanish.com.  They will soon finish all the 

grammar concepts of Spanish 2 and will be starting 

the grammar of Spanish 3. 

 

Spanish 3 
Kent Hieronymus, Spanish Teacher 

Spanish 3 just finished studying the Subjunctive tense 

in Spanish.  Subjunctive is dealing with areas such as 

doubt, emotion, or things that don’t exist.  Till this 

point in their Spanish classes they have used the 

Indicative tense which tells facts and truths.  The 

students just took the tests on both the Present 

Subjunctive and the Past Subjunctive.  They did very 

well and all five students received high A’s.   

 

Reminders!! 
• March 9th-Spring your clocks ahead! Daylight 

Savings will begin! 

• Family Reading Night March 20th @ GS 6:00 

• Winter Sports Awards have been changed to 

Thursday March 27th @ HS Gym 6:00 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.studyspanish.com/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  
MARCH 2025 

 

Sun  Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri   Sat 

Lunch  

Menu 

     1 

2 3 

Chicken patty on 

bun 

French Fries 

Carrots  

Mix Fruit 

4 

Popcorn chicken 

Mashed potatoes 

w/gravy 

Corn 

Mandarin oranges 

5 

Sloppy Joe 

Nachos w/cheese sauce 

Sour cream/salsa 

Lettuce 

Applesauce 

6 

Pig in a blanket 

Bake beans 

Pasta salad 

Pears 

7 

Bake potato bar 

Broccoli w/cheese sauce 

Cookies 

8 

9 10 

Italian wrap 

Lettuce/cheese 

Chips 

Apricots 

11 

Crispitos 

Cheese sauce 

Mix veggies 

Rice 

Refried beans 

Sour cream/salsa 

Peaches 

12 

Pork tenderloin on bun 

French fries 

Green beans 

Cake w/strawberries 

13 

Chicken alfredo 

Peas 

Side salad 

Bread stick 

Pineapple 

14 

Assorted sandwiches 

Chips  

Veggies 

Jello 

Mandarin oranges 

15 

16 17 

Chicken strips 

Mac & Cheese 

Peas 

Applesauce 

St. Patrick’s Day 

dessert 

18 

Open face ham or 

turkey 

Mashed potatoes 

w/gravy 

Corn 

Mix fruit 

19 

 

11:30 Dismissal 

20 

BBQ pulled pork on bun 

Bake beans 

Coleslaw 

Cornbread muffins 

Rice krispy treats 

21 

Toasted cheese sandwich 

Tomato soup or chicken 

noodle 

Fresh veggies 

Peaches 

22 

23 24 

BBQ ribs on bun 

Potato smiles 

Cottage cheese 

Applesauce 

25 

Cheese tortellini 

w/pasta sauce 

Green beans 

Side salad 

Breadstick 

Pineapple 

26 

Hamburger 

French fries 

Corn 

Mandarin oranges 

Orange fluff 

27 

Chicken bacon wrap 

Lettuce/cheese 

Ranch/BBQ sauce 

Pasta salad 

Peaches 

28 

Loaded mac and cheese 

Peas 

Frozen fruit cup 

Cookies 

29 

30 31 

Corndog 

Soft pretzels 

Cheese sauce 

Carrots 

Pears 

Pudding w/vanilla 

wafers 

     

 

 

A variety of milk is available every day. Chef salad and side salads are available every day at the 

high school. This institution is an equal opportunity provider. 



 

MARCH 2025 
 

Sun  Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri   Sat 
Breakfast  

Menu 

     1 

2 3 

Pancake and 

sausage on a stick 

Fruit 

Juice 

4 

Scramble egg bowl 

Toast 

Fruit 

Juice 

5 

Toasted pancakes 

Sausage patty 

Fruit 

Juice 

6 

Biscuits 

Sausage gravy 

Fruit 

Juice 

7 

English muffins 

Fruit 

Juice 

8 

9 10 

Cinnamon brown 

sugar oatmeal 

Toast 

Fruit 

Juice 

11 

Sausage/egg/cheese on 

biscuit 

Fruit 

Juice 

12 

Coffee cake 

Fruit 

Juice 

13 

Waffles 

Sausage patty 

Fruit 

Juice 

14 

Frittata omelet 

Toast 

Fruit 

Juice 

15 

16 17 

Nutri grain bar 

Fruit 

Juice 

18 

Pancake 

Sausage patty  

Fruit Juice 

19 

Fruit frudel 

Fruit 

Juice 

20 

Breakfast cookies 

Fruit 

Juice 

21 

Assorted cereal 

Toast 

Fruit 

Juice 

22 

23 24 

Egg bites 

Toast 

Fruit 

Juice 

25 

French toast sticks 

Sausage links 

Fruit 

Juice 

26 

Yogurt w/strawberries 

Toast 

Fruit 

Juice 

27 

Breakfast pizza 

bagel 

Fruit 

Juice 

28 

Donuts 

Fruit 

Juice 

29 

30 31 

Mini pancake bits 

Fruit 

Juice 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A variety of milk is available every day. This institution is an equal opportunity 

provider. 



 

 

MARCH 2025 
 

Sun  Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri   Sat 

      1 

HSBK Fr/So 

Tourn. @ 

Hartem 9:00am 

 

JHVB 7th 1A Reg.  

@ Bartonville 

Oak Grove TBA 

 

 

2 3 

HSBK Fr/So Tourn. 

@ Hartem 6:00 

 

 

4 

JHVB 7th 1A Reg. @ 

Bartonville Oak Grove TBA 

5 

JHVB 7th 1A Reg. @ 

Bartonville Oak Grove 

TBA 

6 

HSBK Fr/So Tourn. @ Hartem 

6:00 

 

 

7 8 

HSBK Fr/So 

Tourn. @ 

Hartem 9:00am 

 

JHVB 8th 1A Reg. 

@ Bartonville 

Monroe TBA 

9 

 

DAYLIGHT 

SAVINGS BEGINS  

10 

JHVB 7th 1A Sect. @ 

Hartem 6:30 

 

Class of ’27 

Spaghetti Dinner 

Fundraiser 4:15-6:30 

@ HS Cafe 

11 

JHVB 8th 1A Reg. @ 

Bartonville Monroe 

12 

 

13 

JHVB 8th 1A Reg. @ Bartonville 

Monroe 6:00 

 

Preschool Screenings @ GS 3:30-

7:00 

14 

JHVB 7th 1A State @ Clinton JH 

8:15pm 

 

 

15 

JHVB 7th 1A 

State @ Clinton 

JH 12:15 

16 17 

JHVB 8th 1A Sect. @ 

Hartem 6:30 

18 19 

 

11:30 Dismissal 

20 

Family Reading Night @ GS 6:00 

 

21 

JHVB 8th 1A State @ Kankakee 

Bishop McNamara HS 4:30 

22 

JHVB 8th 1A 

State @ Bishop 

McNamara 11:00 

23 24 25 

HSSB vs Lewistown 4:30 

26 

 

27 

HSSB @ Auburn 4:30 

 

Winter Sports Awards Night 6:00 

@ HS Gym 

28 

 

29 
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