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Class of 2025 
During Graduation week, the seniors walked the 

hallways of Emden Grade School to be greeted by our 

GS students who presented them with cards, big 

cheers and plenty of high fives. We are very proud of 

our seniors and wish them the best in their next 

adventure. Congratulations to the Hartsburg-Emden 

CUSD #21 Class of 2025!  

 

LIBRARY NEWS 
Nichole Folkman, Librarian 

It has been a pleasure to be the school librarian for the 

past few years. I hope that the collections I’ve curated 

will be enjoyed for many years to come! Exploring 

the world with your kids through our books has been 

the joy of my days. Happy reading! 
 
English News 
Letters About Literature Honorees! 
As promised last month, here are the names of the 

Letters About Literature honorees.This is a state-wide 

competition where students write about how a book 

they’ve read has personally impacted their lives. 
 
Honorable Mention 
Devin Aper 
Joz Babbs 
Alexis Cannon 
Emma Cordray 
Lydia Doolin 
Ava Eeten 
Alicia Grelck 
Brayden Lane 
Lexi Wetherell 

Kyler Williams 
Andrew Zimmerman 
 
State Finalists 
Bella Grabowski 
Jay Marcum 
 

GUIDANCE DEPARTMENT 
Elizabeth Hilgert, Student Coordinator/Guidance Counselor 

Make This Summer Count! 

Summer is finally here—and with it comes sunshine, 

freedom, endless possibilities, and the perfect 

opportunity to make lasting memories. But while 

school may be out, learning doesn't have to take a 

vacation! Young minds are still wide open, let’s turn 

this break into a season full of growth, curiosity, and 

unforgettable moments! 

This summer, let’s inspire students to try new things, 

discover new passions, and build on what they’ve 

learned throughout the school year. Here are some 

fun and meaningful ways to make the most of the 

months ahead: 

▪ Keep a Journal 

Encourage your child to keep a summer 

journal. It’s a great way to reflect on their 

adventures and create special memories to 

look back on. 

▪ Limit Screen Time, Boost Reading Time 

Swap some screen time for book time! Let 

kids dive into mysteries, explore new worlds, 

or learn cool facts. Local libraries often have 

fun summer reading challenges, too! 

▪ Stay Active 

Take advantage of the beautiful weather with 

family walks, bike rides, or water balloon 

battles. Staying active isn’t just healthy—it 

sharpens focus and boosts mood, too. 

▪ Explore Future Dreams 

For high school juniors and seniors, summer 

is the perfect time to tour college campuses 

or explore career paths. It’s never too early to 

dream big! 

▪ Create Something Amazing 

Paint a masterpiece, bake a new recipe, build 

a birdhouse—whatever sparks imagination. 

Creative play fuels problem-solving and self-

expression. 

▪ Grow Responsibility 

From babysitting to helping in the garden or 

volunteering, real-world tasks build 

confidence, maturity, and life skills that will 

serve your child well beyond summer. 



▪ Take a Local Adventure 

Visit a museum, explore a state park, or check 

out a local landmark. These mini getaways 

turn into big learning moments—and family 

fun memories! 

Learning doesn’t stop in June—and it doesn’t have to 

be boring! With a little encouragement and a lot of 

exploration, your child can head into the next school 

year feeling inspired, refreshed, and ready to shine. 

Enjoy your summer! 

HARTEM ATHLETIC DEPARTMENT 
Ron Spencer, Athletic Director 

JH Track:  Congratulations to our JH track teams on 

an outstanding season. 7A Boys Logan County Meet 

Champions, 8A Boys 2nd Place Logan County Meet 

and 7A Girls 2nd Place Logan County Meet. We had 

several athletes qualify for state and even a medal 

winner (Owen Ferguson 8th place) in the boys 800M 

run. New school records were set in a couple of 

events this season as well.  State qualifiers: Courtney 

Cecil (High Jump), William Boerma (4x400M 

Relay), Owen Ferguson (Discuss, 800M, 4x400M 

Relay), Graham Hampton (4x400M Relay), Alex 

Lueck (400M, 4x400M Relay). Thanks to Coach 

Vetter and Coach Lucas for their leadership this 

season.  

 

HS Softball: The softball team finished their season in 

an exciting hard fought extra-inning game against 

Astoria (coop) during the first round of regionals. I 

was really proud of their competitive fire in what 

would be the final game of the season. 

Congratulations to Celia Cross and Ellie Klokkenga 

on their Tomahawk 2nd Team All Conference 

selection and Cambelle Hopkins on honorable 

mention. We appreciate the time and effort put forth 

by our team and coaches. Thank you to Coach Awe, 

Coach Riggs and Coach Gillum for your dedication to 

Hartem softball.  

 

Hartem/Illini Central Bass Fishing Coop:  We 

qualified 2 teams to advance out of the regional to the 

sectional. Hartem's own Clayton O'Donoghue and 

Cooper McAfee placed 3rd in regionals and our 

fisherman from Illini Central placed 4th. In the 

sectional competition, Clayton and Cooper placed 9th 

to advance to state on June 6 & 7 at Lake Shelbyville. 

Congratulations to our fisherman and Coaches Snyder 

& Peters! Good luck at state!! 

 

Illini Central/Hartem Baseball Coop: Devin 

Aper completed his first season as the only Hartem 

team member on the IC/HE baseball coop team. Due 

to low participation from both schools (It's not just a 

Hartem thing) they only had a JV team. Devin's 

favorite part of being a member of this coop (besides 

getting to play baseball) was making new friends.  

 

Physicals: For those that have athletic physicals with 

a summer expiration date, please get them updated 

before the start of the fall sports season.  

 

JH Softball: Practice starts:  7/28/25 

JH Baseball: Practice starts:  8/4/25 

HS Volleyball Practice starts:  8/11/25 

HS Cross Country (Coop @ Delavan) starts: 8/11/25 
 

 
Hartem FFA 
Kelly Gill, FFA Teacher 

This month, Hartem FFA members hosted our 

annual Ag Day on Wednesday, May 21st. 

Students from the high school and grade school 

had the opportunity to learn about agriculture 

from our FFA members. Students got the chance 

to see farm equipment and learn about sharing the 

road with farmers and their equipment. They also 

interacted with animals through our petting zoo 

including ducks, sheep, pigs, goats, and calves. 

Our grade school students got to take home a 

farm animal craft that helped them learn more 

about the animals they saw in our petting zoo.  

Many FFA members are looking forward to the FFA 

events hosted in the summertime including 

volunteering at the Hartem Alumni Banquet and the 

Illinois FFA State Convention on June 10th - June 

12th. 
 

 

 

 

 



Summer EBT 
IDHS recently released a news bulletin regarding 

SEBT 2025.  

  

Per this release: 

Important Steps for Families 

Most eligible households will receive benefits 

automatically, but some households will need to 

apply. 

1. Complete the screener to see if the child or children 

who live with you already qualify 

at abe.illinois.gov/sebtPortal. 

· Summer EBT issuances are planned for May 19-26, 

2025, for children who are automatically enrolled. 

· Families will receive Summer EBT benefits on 

existing LINK cards if they already receive electronic 

benefits. Families without existing cards will be sent 

one in the mail. 

2. If the child or children do not automatically 

qualify, review the eligibility requirements, and 

submit an application, online, 

at abe.illinois.gov/sebtPortal. 

· Applications are due by August 13, 2025. 

Should you have any family/household contact with 

questions about SEBT 2025, it is best to direct such 

inquires directly to the Illinois Department of Human 

Services at (833) 621-0737 or use the Contact IDHS 

Form for assistance. Additional information, 

including common questions and answers are 

available on the IDHS: Summer EBT webpage. 

Hartem Lincoln Chess Team 
Kent Hieronymus, Chess Coach 

The Hartem-Lincoln Chess Team is looking forward 

to next year!  The league in which we play is the Mid 

Central Illinois League.  The teams in the league are 

Hartem-Lincoln, Greenview, Sangamon Valley, 

Olympia, Christian Life Academy, and Notre Dame 

LaSalette.  Franklin is currently a member and we 

hope they will play next year.  Their longtime coach, 

Greg Moses, is retiring and we hope they will 

continue their program.   
 

Hartem-Lincoln chess coop has almost the entire team 

returning plus we will pick up eighth graders who will 

be freshmen next year.  Hartem will be adding Isaac 

Doolin to our team as well as upper class award 

winners, Kamden Pointer and Sophia Bivens.   
 

 

Spanish 1,2, and 3  
Kent Hieronymus, Spanish Teacher 

All the Hartem Spanish classes had a great year this 

past school year!  The students did well in their 

various levels and learned a lot about the Spanish 

Language.  The Spanish 3 class is outstanding and 

we will look forward to having them in Spanish 4 

next year.  Spanish 1 and Spanish 2 did well and will 

be moving on to Spanish 2 and Spanish 3.   
 

It is now a requirement by the state of Illinois that all 

high school students must take and pass two years of 

a foreign language.  Our incoming freshmen will be 

taking Spanish 1.  
 

Next School Year 
As a reminder, please make sure that your child is up 

to date with their shots, physicals and dental exams. 

Check out our checklist listed in the pages! Have a 

great summer and we will see you in August! 

 

 

 
 

 

https://idhs.prezly.com/illinois-department-of-human-services-announces-summer-ebt-benefits-for-the-2024-25-school-year
http://abe.illinois.gov/sebtPortal
http://abe.illinois.gov/sebtPortal
https://www.dhs.state.il.us/page.aspx?item=131500&module=17&surveyid=1553
https://www.dhs.state.il.us/page.aspx?item=131500&module=17&surveyid=1553
https://www.dhs.state.il.us/page.aspx?item=163478


 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

JUNE 2025 
 

Sun  Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri   Sat 

1 2 

Summer Vball 

Camp @ HS 3:30-

6:30 

3 

Summer Vball Camp @ HS 

3:30-6:30 

4 

Summer Vball Camp @ 

HS 3:30-6:30 

5 

Summer Vball Camp @ HS 

3:30-6:30 

6 

HS Bass Fishing State 

7 

HS Bass Fishing 

State 

8 9 10 

Hartem Basketball Camp @ 

HS 1:00-3:45 

 

FFA-State Convention @ 

Bank of Springfield 8:30am-

8:30pm 

11 

Hartem Basketball 

Camp @ HS 1:00-3:45 

 

FFA-State Convention 

@ Bank of Springfield 

8:30am-8:30pm 

12 

Hartem Basketball Camp @ 

HS 1:00-3:45 

 

FFA-State Convention @ 

Bank of Springfield 8:30am-

8:30pm 

13 

Hartem Basketball 

Camp @ HS 1:00-3:45 

14 

Hartem Alumni 

Banquet @ Emden 

Comm. House 6:30 

15 

 

Father’s Day 

16 17 18 

 

Board Meeting 7:00 

19 

 

Office Closed 

Juneteenth 

20 

 

 

21 

 

Hartsburg Founder’s 

Day Celebration 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30      
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