
HARTSBURG-EMDEN CUSD NO. 21 

JANUARY 2025 NEWSLETTER 
FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT’S DESK 
JOE YURKO, SUPERINTENDENT 

Happy Holidays and Heartfelt Thanks 
Dear Hartsburg-Emden CUSD #21 Educational 

Family, 

 

It's hard to believe that five and a half months have 

flown by since I joined the district! In this short time, 

I've been incredibly fortunate to meet so many kind, 

caring, and supportive individuals who are passionate 

about education. It's been a pleasure getting to know 

the community, and I look forward to connecting with 

those I haven't yet had the opportunity to meet. 

My wife, Julie, and I moved to the area this summer. 

She's a teacher at a neighboring high school. 

Education is truly our family's passion. My father was 

a high school teacher, my mother a paraprofessional, 

and my wife's family has a long history in education 

as well. As you might imagine, our family gatherings 

can sometimes lean towards the academic side! 

But in all seriousness, teaching and learning have 

been our life's work. I'm excited to see that same 

dedication to education here at Hartsburg-Emden. 

Together, we can continue to find ways to improve 

and provide the best possible learning experiences for 

our students. 

Once again, I want to express my sincere gratitude to 

the school board, staff, students, and the entire 

community for your warm welcome. Please don't 

hesitate to reach out with any thoughts, ideas, or 

concerns. I'm always eager to listen and collaborate. 

Wishing you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New 

Year! 

From the Principal’s Office 
Adam Wherley, Principal 
Hello Hartsburg-Emden, 

Happy Holidays and Happy New Year!  It is hard to 

believe that the first semester is already over and 

January is here. Around this time, people reflect on 

the past year and resolve to make improvements. The 

school district is no exception. From getting back into 

the swing of things after summer break through the 

end of December, there were several highlights that 

made the first semester special; just to name a few, 

incorporating a new district-wide benchmarking 

assessment to see where all of our students are 

academically, Homecoming Week where students 

and staff showed off their school spirit, various field 

trips/activities/events to enhance learning beyond the 

classroom, and our varsity girls volleyball team’s 

post-season run at State.  There are plenty of things 

to be proud of and we will continue to make 

Hartsburg-Emden CUSD #21 a great place to be. 

I hope that everyone had a wonderful winter break 

with family and friends.  As always, if you have any 

questions or concerns, feel free to reach out. My 

door is always open.  Go Stags! 

 LIBRARY NEWS 
Nichole Folkman, Librarian 

Library News 
We are looking forward to voting in the Reader’s 

Choice Awards and to getting the new 2026 lists. 

We’ll share the winning books here when we know 

them!  
 
Mrs. Folkman has been gradually adding the new 

books from this summer to the library collections so 

that the students can enjoy the many amazing books 

she acquired.  
 
English News 
We’ve had a great first semester reading, writing, 

learning, and discussing together. Watch this space 

for information on what we’ll be working on 2nd 

semester in future newsletters. 
 

GUIDANCE DEPARTMENT 
Elizabeth Hilgert, Student Coordinator/Guidance Counselor 

Happy New Year! I hope everyone enjoyed a 

wonderful holiday season and is ready to embark on 

an exciting second semester. A new semester 

provides a perfect opportunity to look back on past 

achievements while setting our sights on future 

goals. It’s a time for reflection and renewal, a chance 

to celebrate progress and commit to personal growth 

for the months ahead. Despite the challenges winter 

may bring with its cold and dark days, let’s approach 

this semester with energy, determination, and a sense 

of purpose. Hartsburg-Emden students are 

encouraged to continue setting meaningful goals and 

adopting strategies that support their success. 

Understanding your potential is only the 

beginning—achieving your aspirations starts with 

thoughtful goal-setting. With the New Year comes 

the tradition of making resolutions, yet sticking to 

them often proves difficult. Like everyone else, 

students may face hurdles in defining and pursuing 



their objectives. To improve your chances of success, 

consider these helpful strategies: 

• Focus on one resolution or goal at a time to 

avoid feeling overwhelmed. 

• Break your goal into smaller, actionable steps 

that are easier to manage. 

• Share your goals with someone who can offer 

encouragement and accountability. 

• Celebrate small wins along the way to 

maintain motivation. 

• Practice visualizing success and directing your 

mindset toward new behaviors—reshaping 

habits begins in the mind. 

• Stay grounded in the present moment by 

identifying what you can do today to move 

closer to your goal. 

• Let go of past regrets and future worries—

your power lies in the actions you take now. 

As we move into this new year, I wish everyone 

success in achieving their dreams. Let 2025 be a year 

of growth and accomplishment, setting the stage for 

us to look back proudly on all that we’ve achieved 

through persistence and effort. 

JUNIORS AND SENIORS  

This would be a great time for seniors to finish 

college applications and scholarships. The earlier a 

college receives an application, the more favorably it 

is generally viewed. Most colleges also practice what 

is known as “Rolling Admissions,” meaning that they 

process applications as they are received, so those 

applying early often find out much sooner about their 

admissions status. This can be a big advantage later 

when having to make a final decision about where 

you will attend in the fall. The bottom line – it pays to 

apply to colleges early. 

 

Winter break is a perfect time for juniors to be 

practicing for the SAT, researching colleges, careers, 

and setting goals for after high school. I suggest that 

students use their winter break very wisely!  

 

24-25 DUAL CREDIT COURSES 

It’s time to start thinking about courses for the 25-26 

school year. Are you interested in taking college 

classes while still in high school? Dual credit is an 

opportunity for students in grades 11-12 to receive 

extra high school credit AND earn college credit 

towards Gen. Eds. HEHS will be offering the 

following dual credit courses next year: ENG 101: 

Critical Reading & Writing, ENG 102: 

Multimodal Composition and SCED 105: Life 

Success.  

 

Qualifications: 

If you are interested in taking a Dual Credit course 

next year (AY 25-26), you MUST complete a 

Heartland application by February 28, 2025, and 

ACCUPLACER Assessment (or  submit a qualifying 

score) by March 31, 2025 in order to be eligible to 

enroll in the course. Students can submit qualifying 

ACT or PreACT scores in place of the 

ACCUPLACER. 

 

HARTEM ATHLETIC DEPARTMENT 
Ron Spencer, Athletic Director 
We are looking for a co-announcer(s) for home 

athletic events. You would partner with current 

announcer, John Robinson to be the Voice of the 

Stags. Together, you would review home game 

schedules and determine who will work what games. 

We announce HS Volleyball, JH Basketball, HS 

Basketball and JH Volleyball. Again, you would 

ideally split games with Mr. Robinson based on your 

personal schedules. If this is something you might be 

interested in, let's talk!  

 

Our Jr. High and High School chess teams will pick 

up after the Christmas break. We host a co-op with 

Lincoln High School which seems to be working 

really well. Post season for our high school team will 

begin with sectionals on February 1 and our Jr. High 

will have their state meet February 28 and March 1.  

 

Jr. High Volleyball has started practice and will kick 

off their season with the 7th grade Logan County 

Tournament on January 13 at WLB. Their first home 

game is Thursday, January 16th. Coach Hayes is 

excited for the potential of the teams this year and 

hopes you will come out and support them.  

 

Jr. High Basketball continues to roll as we head into 

2025. At the time I submitted this article for 

printing, the 7th grade record stands at 11-2 and the 

8th grade 5-8. We have home games against 

Greenview on Tuesday, January 7 and a big 

conference game against defending 7th grade State 

Champion West Lincoln-Broadwell on Thursday, 

January 9th. This is also 8th grade night. We 

participate in the Logan County Tournament as well 

in January. We are hosting the 7th grade regional at 

HARTEM this year. Dates for that are Saturday, 

January 25, Monday, January 27 and Thursday, 

January 30. 

 



I continue to be impressed by our awesome JH Cheer 

team! They do a great job getting our crowds into the 

games and are very vocal.  

 

High School Basketball opened their season at the 

always competitive Beardstown Tournament. We are 

once again very young with only 2 seniors. We have 5 

home games in January including the homecoming 

game on Friday, January 31 which will also feature 

our high school program being honored by the IBCA 

for our 1000th win. Please see the separate article on 

this great honor. 

 

 

 
Hartem FFA 
Kelly Gill, Ag Teacher and FFA Advisor 

This month, the Hartem FFA members participated in 

the Section 14 Dairy Foods CDE. Team members 

Alexis Cannon, Sophia Bivens, Cambelle Hopkins, 

Allie Grelck, Brendan Armbrust, and Nolan Payne. 

They identified different cheeses, defects in milk, and 

different artificial and  

real dairy products. Congrats to the team! FFA 

members also helped set up Memorial Christmas 

Trees in Whistle Stop Park on December 7th.  

Coming up next month, students will be competing 

in proficiencies with their record books, attending 

Ground Zero conference, and more CDEs. Keep an 

eye out for information about our strawberry sale 

next month. 
 

HARTEM Basketball Honored by IBCA 
Ron Spencer, Athletic Director 

Attention former high school basketball players, 

cheerleaders, coaches, managers and stat keepers 

from 1921-2013!! 

 

The Illinois High School Basketball Association 

(IBCA) will attend our home high school basketball 

game on Friday, January 31, 2025 to honor our high 

school basketball program for winning our 1000th 

game. This is also our homecoming game. We need 

all high school basketball players, cheerleaders, 

coaches, managers and stat keepers to attend that 

night and be on the floor for the presentation.  

 

We actually hit the 1000 milestone twice. The first 

time was the 1988-1989 school year when both our 

pre-consolidated record and consolidated record with 

Hartsburg and Hartsburg-Emden combined, reached 

the 1000 win milestone. We hit it again during the 

2012-2013 when our consolidated (Hartsburg-

Emden) record only hit the 1000 win milestone. Our 

total wins (Hartsburg and Hartsburg-Emden) stands 

at 1462 as of the time I submitted this article.  

 

Complete date timeline for those interested: 1921-

1922 through 1988-1989 school years we hit our 

1000th win with our combined records of Hartsburg 

High School and Hartsburg-Emden High School. 

We officially consolidated in 1947 with the first year 

of Hartsburg-Emden High School in 1947-1948. 

1947-1948 through 2012-2013 we won our 1000th 

game as a consolidated district. 

 

While this is long overdue, it is finally happening. A 

representative from the IBCA will be on hand 

January 31 to present our school with a plaque. I 

chose this game because it is also our homecoming 

game and I want to invite back all former basketball 

players, cheerleaders, coaches, managers, stat 

keepers who were part of the program from the 

beginning through 2013. We will recognize those in 

attendance by bringing them to the floor during the 

presentation. My hope is to have a packed gym for 

this homecoming game while honoring our 

basketball heritage.  

 

Please help spread the word by contacting former 

teammates/coaches/cheer, etc and organize a fun 

evening back at HARTEM with your former 

teammates and coaches. Please email me 

at rspencer@hartem.org or text/call 309-838-0360 if 

you are able to attend. I would like to get an estimate 

on how many will be able to be on hand. I am 

currently reaching and/or tracking down all the 

coaches who were part of this great 

accomplishment.  

 

 Drivers Education Safety 
May Brooks, Drivers Ed. Teacher  

With cold weather arriving the National Highway 

Traffic Safety Administration suggest the following 

tips to get your vehicle ready for cold weather; carry 

items in your vehicle to handle common cold 

weather/ winter driving-related tasks, and supplies 

you might need in an emergency, including:  

mailto:rspencer@hartem.org


● A snow shovel, broom, and ice scraper 

 

● Abrasive material (sand or kitty litter), in case 

your vehicle gets stuck in the snow 

  

● Jumper cables, flashlight, and warning devices 

(flares and emergency markers) 

 

● Blankets for protection from the cold. 

 

● A cell phone and charger, water, food, and any 

necessary medicine. 

 

● Keep your vehicle full of fuel or fully charged  

 

● Check your windshield wipers & fluid.  

 

● As the outside temperature drops, so does tire 

inflation pressure. Make sure each tire is filled to the 

vehicle manufacturer’s recommended inflation 

pressure, which is in your owner’s manual. 

 

Chess Team Country Aire Fundraiser 
Kent Hieronymus, Chess Coach 

The Hartem-Lincoln Chess Team is holding a 

fundraiser at the Country Aire Restaurant in Atlanta, 

IL on Jan. 29, 2025.  Ten percent of the proceeds will 

be donated to the chess team to help with uniforms, 

equipment, and meal money for the various chess 

tournaments.  This fundraiser will run all day long at 

the Country Aire from opening to closing.   
 

The special on Wednesdays is the all you can eat 

Fried Chicken dinner for $11.99!  This includes a side 

dish, choice of potato, vegetables, ice cream and of 

course AYCE delicious chicken.  There is also a full 

menu of other choices if you would prefer not to 

order the chicken dinner.  Their prices are very 

reasonable and their food is very tasty. 

  

Class of 2026 Sloppy Joe Fundraiser 
John Robinson, Co-Sponsor 

The Hartem Class of 2026 will be having a Sloppy 

Joe Dinner on Friday, January 10th, from 4:30-

6:00pm in the HS Cafeteria, prior to the home Varsity 

Basketball games against Mt. Pulaski. You can 

purchase tickets from any junior, Coach Hayes, or 

Mr. Robinson. You can also purchase your meal on 

that day. 

 

Hartem Lincoln Chess Team 
Kent Hieronymus, Chess Coach 

The Hartem Lincoln Chess team has been competing 

well in the MCICL.  That stands for Mid Central 

Illinois Chess League.  The teams in the league are 

Hartem Lincoln Coop, Greenview, Olympia, Notre 

Dame LaSalette, Franklin, and Christian Life 

Academy.  Hartem Lincoln defeated Christian Life 

Academy 36-22 on December 5.  Reyli, Megan, 

Kamden, and Dameon all scored in the match. 

 

Spanish 1 
Kent Hieronymus, Spanish Teacher 

The Spanish 1 classes just learned the gustar 

construction.  They did very well in responding to 

spoken and written prompts. The classes also 

finished family tree projects and a project about 

clothes with colors.   We are now studying 

possessive pronouns.  We will soon be reviewing for 

the Spanish 1 first semester test. 
 

Spanish 2 
Kent Hieronymus, Spanish Teacher 

The Spanish 2 class loves to read our dialogues and 

their pronunciation is excellent!  The Spanish 2 

classes have just learned both the present progressive 

and present perfect tenses.  They have written 

sentences using both tenses with both regular and 

irregular verbs. 
 

Spanish 3 
Kent Hieronymus, Spanish Teacher 

Spanish 3 is finishing learning the Imperative 

tense.  They are now moving into studying the 

subjunctive tenses.  Indicative tenses tell facts and 

subjunctive tenses express non facts such as doubt 

and wishes.  We will be introducing small stories 

written at the Spanish 3 level.  This class works hard 

and pronounces Spanish very well. 

 

Grade School Music News 
Mrs. Jordan & Mr. Hafley, GS and JH/HS Music Teachers 

Congratulations to all the Grade School students 

who participated in the Elementary Christmas 

Program! You all did an amazing job, and we are so 

proud of each of you. A big thank you to everyone 

who came out to the program despite the snowy 

weather. Your support means so much to the 

students and to the music program. Wishing you all 

a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!  

 

 

 

 



High School Student Council 
Carter Collins, Student Council 

The High School Student Council would like to 

announce the recipients of the Teacher of the Month 

awards for October and November. These outstanding 

educators were selected based on nominations from 

students on the student council and voted on by the 

student body. 

The theme for October’s award was, “Which teacher 

went out of their way to support students, either 

academically or personally, during this month?” Mrs. 

Jamie Hinch, our science teacher, stood out for her 

incredible efforts to make learning fun and engaging. 

Mrs. Hinch brought Halloween spirit into her science 

class with a Hocus Pocus-themed twist. From 

paranormal activities to festive decorations, she 

transformed her classroom into a hub of creativity and 

excitement. Her hands-on chemical reactions lab 

provided students with an interactive way to explore 

science concepts, while her atom-building activity 

using beads made complex ideas about atomic 

structure both fun and accessible. Her dedication to 

creating a supportive environment truly enhanced her 

students’ learning experiences. 

For November, the award focused on recognizing the 

teacher who showed exceptional kindness or patience 

with students as we headed into the holiday season. 

Mr. Carter Collins, who teaches social studies, 

exemplified these qualities. 

Mr. Collins fosters a comforting classroom 

environment where every student feels supported and 

valued. He ensures ample time for assignments, 

reducing stress while maintaining a strong focus on 

meaningful learning. His exceptional kindness and 

understanding have created a positive and welcoming 

space for all, making his classroom a place of 

encouragement and growth as the holidays 

approached. 

Congratulations to Mrs. Hinch and Mr. Collins for 

their well-deserved recognition. Your dedication to 

your students and your craft has made a lasting 

impact, and we are grateful for all you do! 

 

Pictured: Mrs. Hinch and Mr. Collins being presented 

their awards by student council president Kylie 

Starcevic. 

 

 

JH Cheerleading 
Jamie Hinch & Katelyn Richardson, JH Cheer Coaches 

This Jr High cheer season has been a busy one. We 

want to thank our parents and our amazing 

community members for their support so far this 

season. We want to again thank all of the businesses 

that agreed to be a part of our cheer discount cards 

this year with a special thank you to Hot Frogs for 

donating the shirts we get to throw out at home 

games. The crowd has loved those!  

 

As we continue on with our season, we just wanted 

to express that our main goal of cheer goes 

beyond the sidelines. Yes, we want to pump up the 

team and hype up the crowds, but we strive to help 

build respectful, confident young ladies. At the end 

of the day we lift each other up figuratively and 

literally. 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

JANUARY 2025 
 

Sun  Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri   Sat 

Lunch  

Menu 
  1 

 

No School 

2 

 

No School 

 

 

3 

 

No School 

4 

5 6 

 

Teachers 

Institute 

 

No School  

7 

Bosco sticks 

Marinara sauce 

Side salad 

Peaches 

Pudding w/vanilla 

wafers 

8 

Chicken strips 

Mac & cheese 

Peas 

Mandarin oranges 

9 

Open face turkey/ham 

sandwich 

Mashed potatoes w/gravy 

Corn 

Pears 

10 

Toasted cheese sandwich 

Tomato or chicken noodle 

soup 

Fresh veggies 

Apricots 

11 

12 13 

BBQ rib on bun 

Potato smiles 

Carrots 

Cottage cheese 

Applesauce 

 

14 

Country fried steak 

Mashed potatoes 

w/gravy 

Corn 

Dinner roll 

Peaches 

15 

Hamburger on bun 

French fries 

Mandarin oranges 

Orange fluff 

16 

Sloppy Joe 

Nacho chips w/cheese 

sauce 

Sour cream/salsa 

Lettuce 

Pineapple 

Cookies 

17 

Chicken bacon ranch 

wrap 

Lettuce/cheese 

Ranch/BBQ sauce 

Pasta salad 

Mix fruit cup 

18 

19 20 

 

No School 

21 

Corndog 

Soft pretzel w/cheese 

sauce 

Carrots 

Applesauce 

22 

Chicken patty on bun  

French fries 

Pineapple 

Brownies 

23 

Tater tot casserole 

Green beans 

Bread 

Pears 

24 

Crispitos 

Cheese sauce 

Mixed veggies 

Rice 

Refried beans 

Sour cream/salsa 

Peaches 

25 

26 27 

BBQ meatballs 

Tater tots 

Side salad 

Mandarin 

oranges 

28 

Popcorn chicken 

Mashed potatoes 

w/gravy 

Corn 

Peaches 

29 

Loaded nachos 

Beef/chicken 

Sour cream/salsa 

Lettuce/cheese 

Applesauce 

30 

Chili or chicken noodle 

soup 

Fresh veggies 

Frozen fruit cup 

Cinnamon rolls 

31 

JH/HS-French bread 

pizza 

GS-Pizza 

Side salad 

Cottage cheese 

Pineapple 

 

 

 

 

A variety of milk is available every day. Chef salad and side salads are available 

every day at the high school. This institution is an equal opportunity provider. 



 

 

JANUARY 2025 
 

Sun  Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri   Sat 
Breakfast  

Menu 

  1 

 

No School 

2 

 

No School 

3 

 

No School 

4 

5 6 

Teachers Institute 

 

No School 

7 

Poptart 

Fruit 

Juice 

8 

Breakfast cookie 

Fruit 

Juice 

9 

Pancake and 

sausage on stick 

Fruit 

Juice 

10 

Sausage patty 

Tri-tater 

Toast 

Fruit 

Juice 

11 

12 13 

Frittata omelet 

Toast 

Fruit 

Juice 

14 

Coffee cake 

Fruit 

Juice 

15 

Yogurt w/strawberries 

Toast 

Fruit 

Juice 

16 

French toast sticks 

Sausage links 

Fruit 

Juice 

17 

Breakfast pizza 

Fruit 

Juice 

18 

19 20 

 

No School 

21 

English muffins 

Fruit 

Juice 

22 

Assorted cereal 

Toast 

Fruit 

Juice 

23 

Uncrustables 

Fruit 

Juice 

24 

Waffles 

Sausage patty  

Fruit 

Juice 

25 

26 27 

Mini pancake bites 

Fruit 

Juice 

28 

Assorted muffins 

Fruit 

Juice 

29 

Sausage/egg/cheese on 

biscuit 

Fruit 

Juice 

30 

Fruit frudel 

Fruit 

Juice 

31 

Donuts 

Fruit 

Juice 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A variety of milk is available every day. This institution is an equal opportunity 

provider. 



 

JANUARY 2025 
 

Sun  Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri   Sat 

   1 

 

No School 

2 

 

No School 

3 

 

No School 

4 

HSBK @ Carl 

Sandburg 

College 5:30 

5 6 

 

Teacher’s 

Institute 

7 

School Resumes 

 

JHBK vs Greenview 6:00 

 

JH/HS Chess vs Brimfield 

(online) 3:30 

 

8 

 

9 

JHBK vs WLB 6:00 

*8th Grade Night* 

 

HS Sch. Bowl @ MP 5:00 

10 

HSBK vs MP 6:00 

 

Class of ’26 Dinner @ HS 

Café 4:30-6:00 

11 

JHBK  7th Lo. 

Co. Tourn. @ 

MP TBA 

12 13 

JHVB 7th Lo. Co. 

Tourn. @ WLB 

TBA 

14 

JHBK @ Limestone 6:00 

 

HSBK vs Havana 6:00 

15 

JHVB 7th Lo. Co. 

Tourn. @ WLB TBA 

16 

JHBK  7th Lo. Co. Tourn. @ 

MP 

 

JHVB vs Delavan 6:00 

 

HS Sch. Bowl @ Illini Bluffs  

5:00 

17 

HSBK @ Lewistown 6:00 

18 

JHBK  8th Lo. 

Co. Tourn. @ 

CEL TBA 

19 20 

No School 

 

JHBK @ St. 

Mary’s 

Bloomington 5:30 

 

JHVB 8th Lo. Co. 

Tourn. @ Carroll 

Catholic TBA 

 

21 

JHBK @ Cornerstone 

6:00 

 

HSBK vs Edinburg 6:00 

22 

JHVB 8th Lo. Co. 

Tourn. @ Carroll 

Catholic TBA 

 

23 

JHBK  8th Lo. Co. Tourn. @ 

CEL TBA 

 

JHVB @ IC 6:00 

 

HS Sch. Bowl @ Hartem 

5:00 

 

HS Chess vs Peoria 

Richwoords 4:00 

 

 

24 

HSBK vs West Prairie 6:00 

25 

JHBK-7th 1A 

Reg @ Hartem 

4:00 

 

JHVB-7th RR 

@ Hartem 

8:00am 

26 27 

JHBK-7th 1A Reg 

@ Hartem 6:00 

 

JHVB @ 

Limestone 4:30 

 

 

28 

JHVB vs CEL 6:00 

29 

 

2:00 Dismissal 

 

Chess Fund. @ 

Country Aire (all day 

event) 

 

30 

JHBK-7th 1A Reg @ 

Hartem 6:00 

 

HS Sch. Bowl @ Greenview 

5:00 

 

 

31 

HSBK vs Tri-City 6:00 
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