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Principal’s Desk
Ashley Tetter-Rowden, GS Principal

As we prepare to welcome everyone back from winter
break, I hope each of you enjoyed a wonderful,
peaceful, and relaxing time with family and friends.
Our staff will return on January 5th for a day of
planning and preparation, and we are excited to
welcome students back into the building on January
6th to begin the second half of our school year.

Looking back on December, our elementary students
ended the year with so many joyful moments.
Classrooms celebrated various holidays and traditions
with activities that highlighted kindness, culture, and
community. Students also worked incredibly hard
preparing for the Christmas program, and their efforts
truly shined during their performances. In addition,
our 5th graders showcased their growing musical
talents with their very first band concert—a milestone
moment for them and a proud one for our school.

As we return from break, our focus shifts back to our
academics and re-establishing strong school routines.
This time of year is an important stretch for student
learning and growth, and we are excited to dive into
new skKills, projects, and opportunities.

Thank you for your continued support, and welcome
back to what we know will be a productive and
positive start to the new year!

GUIDANCE DEPARTMENT

Elizabeth Hilgert, Student Coordinator/Guidance Counselor

Happy New Year! | hope each of you were able to
find ways to recharge over the holidays in ways that
were meaningful and rejuvenating for you. | just
wanted to take a moment at the start of second
semester to pause and reflect on how much our
students have already achieved this year and to
remind everyone to look to the future with hope and
purpose.

A new semester brings new beginnings. It is a time to
take stock of where we have been and make some
intentional plans for where we want to go from here.
Winter can be a challenging season with shorter days
and colder weather, but it can also be a time of new
growth, strength, and renewed focus. | am continually
inspired by the resilience and potential | see in our
Hartsburg-Emden students each and every day.

The first step towards greatness is acknowledging your
potential. The second is to turn your aspirations into
tangible goals. The New Year is a popular time for
resolutions, but keeping them can be difficult.
Students are no different, and may have a hard time
knowing what they want or staying motivated. For a
better chance at success, here are some ideas to
consider:

* Choose one resolution or goal at a time to avoid
feeling overwhelmed.

* Break your goal into smaller, manageable steps.

* Share your goals with someone who can offer
support and accountability.

* Celebrate progress along the way, no matter how
small.

* Visualize the outcomes you want and focus your
mindset on positive change—new habits start in the
mind.

» Stay rooted in the present moment by asking
yourself, “What can I do today?”

* Release past mistakes and future fears—your power
is in the actions you take now.

As we step into 2026, | wish everyone growth,
confidence, and success in pursuing their goals. May
this year be one of meaningful accomplishments and
moments you can look back on with pride, knowing
they were achieved through perseverance and effort.

JUNIORS AND SENIORS

This would be a great time for seniors to finish college
applications and scholarships. The earlier a college
receives an application, the more favorably it is
generally viewed. Most colleges also practice what is
known as “Rolling Admissions,” meaning that they
process applications as they are received, so those
applying early often find out much sooner about their
admissions status. This can be a big advantage later
when having to make a final decision about where you
will attend in the fall. The bottom line — it pays to
apply to colleges early.

Winter break is a perfect time for juniors to be
practicing for the SAT, researching colleges, careers,
and setting goals for after high school. I suggest that
students use their winter break very wisely!

25-26 DUAL CREDIT COURSES

It’s time to start thinking about courses for the 26-27
school year. Are you interested in taking college
classes while still in high school? Dual credit is an
opportunity for students in grades 11-12 to receive
extra high school credit AND earn college credit




towards Gen. Eds. HEHS will be offering the
following dual credit courses next year: LIT 111:
Introduction to Literature, HUMA 101:
Introduction to Humanities and BUSN 110:
Introduction to Business.

Quialifications:

If you are interested in taking a Dual Credit course
next year (AY 26-27), you MUST complete a
Heartland application by February 25, 2026, and
ACCUPLACER Assessment (or submit a qualifying
score) by March 25, 2026 in order to be eligible to
enroll in the course. Students can submit qualifying
ACT or PSAT/SAT scores in place of the
ACCUPLACER.

SCHOLARSHIPS
The spring semester is a busy time for scholarship
applications. Many local organizations announce
scholarships during the spring semester. | encourage
all 12" grade students to check for scholarships to
determine if there are any scholarships that meet their
needs. See Mrs. Hilgert if you need help finding
and/or applying to scholarships. Listed below are
several scholarships with a March/April deadline that
any student can apply for:
Emden Historical Society due March 15™
Ed & Beulah Schmidt due April 24th
Legion Post 506 & Sons due April 24th
Rudy Klokkenga Memorial due April 1%
Paul Klokkenga Scholarship
Hartem Teachers’ Union see Mrs. Jordan
(must be going into education)
Gage Klein Scholarship due April 1st
Township due Saturday, March 1st
Farm Credit due February 28th
Lincoln Women’s Club due Saturday, March
1st
e Community Foundation Land of Lincoln
due Saturday, March 1% (several

scholarships listed)

https://cfll.org/Grants-

Scholarships/Scholarships

Horatio Alger Association due March 1st
CBAI Foundation due March 3rd
Scottish Rite due April 1st
American Legion Auxiliary has various due
dates
DAR Scholarship January 31%
Blood Drive Scholarship see Mr. Robinson
Ilinois Sheriffs’ Scholarship due March 14™
Deputy Scott Brown Scholarship due March
318t
« Iva Blaum Trust Scholarship due March 7"

UPCOMING TESTING

The Pre-ACT and ACT will be given digitally this
spring. The test format is all online and will last
approximately 3 hours. The test consist of 50 English
questions with 35 minutes to complete, 45 math
questions with 50 minutes, 36 Reading with 40
minutes, 40 Science with 40 minutes and one writing
section at 40 minutes. The juniors will no longer take a
separate science assessment as they have combined it
with this year’s ACT.

TESTING DATES

IAR will being the week of March 9t

ISA for 5" grade will be the week of March 16"
ISA for 8" grade will be the week of March 23
ACT will be held March 26™

CLASS OF 2026 ILLINOIS STATE SCHOLARS
Hartsburg-Emden High School proudly congratulates
seniors Celia Cross and Ella Klokkenga on being
named Illinois State Scholars for the 2025-2026
academic year. This honor is awarded by the Illinois
Student Assistance Commission (ISAC) and
recognizes the very highest academic achievers in the
state.

Each year, more than 20,000 students across Illinois
are selected for this prestigious distinction. Illinois
State Scholars represent approximately the top 10
percent of high school seniors statewide, drawn from
nearly 750 high schools. Selection is based on a
combination of SAT or ACT scores and class rank (if
applicable) at the end of the student’s junior year.
High school counselors collaborate with ISAC to
verify eligibility and determine recipients.

While Illinois State Scholar recognition does not
include a monetary award, the honor is highly
respected. Students may proudly include this
distinction on college applications, scholarship
submissions, and academic resumes as evidence of
exceptional scholastic performance.

We are incredibly proud of Celia Cross and Ella
Klokkenga for their dedication, hard work, and
commitment to excellence. Their achievement reflects
not only personal effort but also the support of their
families, teachers, and the Hartsburg-Emden
community. Congratulations to them both on earning
this outstanding statewide honor!


https://cfll.org/Grants-Scholarships/Scholarships
https://cfll.org/Grants-Scholarships/Scholarships

HARTEM ATHLETIC DEPARTMENT

Ron Spencer, Athletic Director

Small School Sports

Like many small schools, we continue to face
challenges in filling our athletic and activity rosters.
Additionally, finding qualified coaches for some
programs has become increasingly difficult. This year
alone, we were unable to offer high school cheer, high
school scholastic bowl, junior high scholastic bowl,
and junior high speech. We currently coop high
school baseball with Illini Central, high school chess
with Lincoln (we host) and junior high girls’
basketball with Chester-East Lincoln. Our high school
boys’ basketball team has just eight total players, and
it appears we will have only nine players for high
school softball. Small school sports carry a unique
and powerful impact that reaches far beyond wins and
losses. In communities where everyone knows
everyone, athletics become a shared source of pride,
connection, and identity. Student-athletes aren’t just
numbers on a roster... they are neighbors, classmates,
and leaders who wear multiple hats and represent
their school in countless ways. Because participation
numbers are smaller, students often compete in
multiple sports, giving them the chance to grow as
well-rounded athletes and teammates. Coaches have
the opportunity to build deeper relationships, and
players learn responsibility, accountability, and
resilience because every role truly matters. Whether
you’re a starter, a backup, or the first one cheering
from the bench, your presence makes a difference. A
student at Hartem can participate in everything.

In small towns, Friday nights and winter gym nights
bring people together. Grandparents, former players,
teachers, and community members pack the stands
not out of obligation, but out of genuine investment in
their youth. That support creates a lifelong bond
between the athletes and the place they call home.
Most importantly, small school sports teach lessons
that stick—teamwork, work ethic, humility,
leadership, and commitment. These programs shape
young people who carry those values into adulthood,
strengthening the community for years to come.
Small school sports aren’t just games. They are
traditions, relationships, and moments that define a
community and they matter more than most people
realize.

It is no secret that | consistently credit Hartsburg-
Emden Jr./Sr. High School and the opportunities I had
to participate in sports and student government for
providing the foundation that helped me succeed in
life. I truly cannot imagine where 1 would be today

without those experiences. | encourage you to take a
moment to talk with your child(ren) about becoming
more involved in our extracurricular and co-curricular
programs. These activities are the front porch of our
school, shaping not only skills but relationships,
confidence, and community pride. | want to thank our
students, coaches, volunteers, parents and community
members who put in countless hours to help keep our
small school activities vibrant and relevant. | am
hopeful that by working together we can preserve the
programs that mean so much to our students and our
community.

JH Girls Basketball Coop

Our girls basketball coop with CEL produced great
results with a 2025 Regional Championship, Sectional
Championship and an Elite 8 State Tournament
appearance. The girls lost in the first round to Illini
Bluffs. Congratulations to Lila Cross and Harper
Whitted on representing Hartem and on a great season!

JH Basketball

The 1/13/26 home game against Limestone Waters has
been cancelled. 8th grade night will be on 1/5/26 vs.
Bloomington St. Mary's. This is also our only regular
season home game in January. We will be hosting
both the 7th grade regional (1/17, 1/19 & 1/21) and 8th
grade regional (1/24, 1/27 & 1/29) as well as the 8th
grade sectional (1/29) at Hartem. Please make your
calendars and come support our teams for 8th grade
night and in the postseason.

HS Basketball

A couple of changes to the high school schedule.
Deland-Weldon did not have enough kids to have a
team this year, so that game was cancelled, but the
Hopedale Christian Life Academy game originally
scheduled on 2/3/26 will move to the Deland Weldon
date on 2/12/26.

JH Volleyball

The JH volleyball season started on 12/8 with their
first practice. They open the season on January 7th at
CEL.
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Sportsmanship

Ron Spencer, Athletic Director

As we continue to support our athletic programs, | want
to take a moment to emphasize the importance

of sportsmanship, on and off the field. Good
sportsmanship means respecting opponents, officials,
teammates, and the game itself. It’s about competing
with integrity, handling both wins and losses gracefully,
and setting a positive example for others.

We encourage everyone involved - coaches, players,
and spectators to model respect, encouragement, and
fairness. By doing so, we ensure that our programs
remain safe, positive, and enjoyable for all participants.
I am certainly not immune to needing this reminder
myself.

Thank you for your continued support in fostering a
culture of respect and sportsmanship in our community
and beyond.

Senior Beta

John Robinson, Sr. Beta Sponsor

The Hartem Senior Beta Club is having its annual
Valentine's Day Sale, where it will be selling Red
Carnations, Orange Crushes, and Chocolate Bars that
anyone can purchase for a K-12 student who attends
school in the district. The Beta Club will deliver the
items on Friday, February 13th, to both buildings. The
cost is $2 per item. The order form is attached in this
newsletter and can be found on the Sr. Beta Page on the
Hartem Website. Orders must be in by Friday, January
30th. Any orders after that may not be fulfilled, as the
club is against tight deadlines to order stuff

before Valentine's Day. If you have any questions,
please contact any Sr. Beta member or Mr. Robinson.

HARTEM Alumni Association — President
Wanted

Ron Spencer, AD
The HARTEM Alumni Association is seeking a
President to help lead the 2026 Annual Banquet.

If you are a HARTEM alum, please consider giving
back just a small amount of your time to ensure this
tradition continues.

Contact Ron Spencer at 309-838-0360 if you are willing
to serve as President or in any other capacity.

The 2026 Banquet will not happen without a president.

Hartem Lincoln High School Chess Team

Kent Hieronymus, Chess Coach

The Chess team will be running a fundraiser at the
Country Aire in Atlanta in February. As of today, we
have not set the date. It will probably be the third week
of February on Wednesday. Come and eat great food at
great prices. All you can eat chicken, potato, side,
vegetable, and ice cream for just $12.99. If you don’t
want chicken, the Country Aire has a good menu of
many delicious and well-priced entrees.

The Hartem Lincoln High School Chess Team is doing
very well. At this point, we are in second place in the
MCICL chess league. In January, the team will play an
8 board match with Olympia, Franklin, a tournament
called the CICL classic, Bloomington Central Catholic,
Greenview, an online meet with Bureau Valley high
school and the IHSA Sectional tournament. If the team
qualifies out of sectional they will play in the IHSA state
tournament. Last year’s team did play at the state
tourney.

Hartem Jr. High Chess Team

Kent Hieronymus, Chess Coach

The Hartem Jr. High team has four matches during
January. They will be playing in the IESA state
tournament in February.

Spanish 1

Kent Hieronymus, Spanish Teacher

Spanish 1 has covered a lot of material in the first
semester. We are reviewing for the semester test and
will test our knowledge on what we have learned. The
class really enjoys Spanish and each other’s’ company.

Spanish 2

Kent Hieronymus, Spanish Teacher

Spanish 2 is way ahead on grammar for the year. In
January we will be learning the Future and Conditional
tenses. They will also be learning the compound perfect
tenses. We should be able to get to the subjunctive tense
which is usually taught in Spanish 3.

Spanish 3 and 4

Kent Hieronymus, Spanish Teacher

The Spanish 3 and 4 classes studied a very detailed
timeline of all the verb tenses in Spanish. There are five
indicative tenses and their compounds. There are also
two subjunctive tenses and their compounds. Once we
add the Imperative tense that will be twenty two verb
tenses in all! The students are very good with
conjugation of the tenses. They are recognizing

the patterns. Once the patterns are understood, there is
not that much memorization.







JANUARY 2026

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
Breakfast Menu 1 2 3
No School No School
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
No School Poptarts Frittata omelet Waffles Assorted cereal
Teacher Institute | Fruit Toast Sausage links Toast
Juice Fruit Fruit Fruit
Juice Juice Juice
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
English muffins Coffee cake Pancakes Nutri-grain bar Breakfast pizza bagel
Fruit Fruit Sausage patty Fruit Fruit
Juice Juice Fruit Juice Juice
Juice
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
Breakfast cookies Cinnamon brown sugar | Fruit frudle Mini pancake bites
No School Fruit oatmeal Fruit Fruit
Juice Toast Juice Juice
Fruit
Juice
25 26 27 28 29 30 31
Sausage/egg & Bagels w/cream cheese French toast Uncrustables Donuts
cheese on biscuit Fruit Sausage links Fruit Fruit
Fruit Juice Fruit Juice Juice
Juice Juice

A variety of milk is available every day. This institution is an equal opportunity
provider.




JANUARY 2026

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
Lunch Menu 1 2 3
No School No School
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
No School Bosco sticks Chicken strips Goulash Toasted cheese
Teacher Institute Marinara sauce Mac and cheese Green beans sandwich
Side salad Peas Corn bread Tomato/chicken noodle
Peaches Mandarin oranges Side salad soup
Pineapple Fresh veggies
Ranch/PB
Pears
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
Pork tenderloin on Country fried steak Crispitos w/cheese Spaghetti w/meat sauce Chicken wings
bun Mashed potatoes sauce Green beans Ranch/BBQ
Tater tots w/gravy Rice French bread French fries
Cottage cheese Corn Mixed veggies Side salad Mandarin oranges
Applesauce Peaches Refried beans Pineapple
Sour cream/salsa
Mix fruit
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
Hot ham and cheese Mini corn dog bites Chicken bacon wrap Italian meatballs w/ or
No School Tater tots Soft pretzels w/cheese Lettuce/cheese w/o bun
Mixed veggies sauce Ranch/BBQ French fries
Pineapple Mandarin oranges Chips Mixed fruit
Orange fluff Peaches Cookies
25 26 27 28 29 30 31
BBQ rib on bun Chicken alfredo Hamburger on bun Chili or chicken noodle soup Quesadilla pizza
Potato smiles Peas Bake beans Fresh veggies Side salad
Carrots Side salad Pasta salad Ranch/PB Sour cream/salsa
Pears Bread stick Chips Frozen fruit Pineapple
Peaches Mandarin oranges Cinnamon rolls Brownies

A variety of milk is available every day. Chef salad and side salads are available
every day at the high school. This institution is an equal opportunity provider.




JANUARY 2026

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3
JHBK @ 7" Grade Lo.
Co. Tourn. @ WLB
No School No School TBA
HSBK @ Carl
Sandburg Shootout vs
Biggsville West Central
1:30
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
JHVB @ CEL (C game) 4:00 JHBK 7™ Grade Lo. Co. | HSBK @ MP 6:00 JHBK 8" Grade Lo. Co.
No School School Resumes Tourn. @ WLB TBA Tourn. @ Delavan TBA
Teacher Institute
JHBK @ Greenview 6:00 JH/HS Chess vs
JHBK vs St. Mary’s Franklin 3:45
Bloomington
*8™ Grade Night*
6:00
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
JHVB 7" Grade Lo. HSBK @ Havana 6:00 JHVB 7" Grade Lo. Co. Tourn. @ JHBK 8™ Lo. Co. HSBK vs Lewistown 6:00 JHBK 7" Grade 1A
Co. Tourn. @ Carroll Catholic TBA Tourn. @ Delavan TBA Reg. @ Hartem
Carroll Catholic 10:00am and 11:15am
TBA JHVB vs Delavan 6:00
JH/HS Chess @ Normal
JH/HS Chess vs JH/HS Chess @ Comm. TBA
Greenview 3:45 Olympia 4:00
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
HSBK @ Edinburg 6:00 JHBK 71" 1A Reg. @ Hartem 6:00 JHVB vs IC 6:00 HSBK @ West Prairie JHBK 8" 1A Reg. @
6:00 Hartem 10:00am,
No School JHVB 8" Grade Lo. Co. Tourn. @ JH/HS Chess @ 11:15am and 12:30pm
CEL TBA Bloomington Central
JHBK 7" 1A Reg. @ Catholic 4:00 JHVB 7" Grade RR @
Hartem 6:00 and School Board Meeting 7:00 I1C 8:00am
7:15
JHVB 8" Grade Lo.
Co. Tourn. @ CEL
TBA
25 26 27 28 29 30 31
JHVB vs Limestone JHBK 8™ 1A Reg. @ Hartem JHBK 1A Reg. @ HSBK @ Tri-City 6:00 JHBK 7" 1A State TBA
6:00 6:00 and 7:15 Hartem 6:00
JHVB 8" Grade Tourn.
7% Grade 1A @ MP 8:00am

Sectional @ Pontiac
St. Mary’s 6:00

HS Chess @ IHSA
Sectionals TBA

Post Prom Trivia Night
@ Emden Comm.
House 7:00, doors open
6:30
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