HARTSBURG-EMDEN CUSD No. 21

FEBRUARY 2025 NEWSLETTER

From the Principal’s Office
Hello Hartsburg-Emden,

Each year, the Illinois State Board of Education
releases a report called the Illinois Report Card which
shows how the State and each school/district are
progressing on a wide variety of educational goals.
This report can be found at www.illinoisreport.com
and contains school data from the 2023/2024 school
year. This data encompasses more than just
performance on state accountability tests. It gives a
snapshot of what it is like to be a student in
Hartsburg-Emden CUSD #21.

One aspect of the Illinois Report Card that | would
like to highlight is our Annual Summative
Designation. Each Illinois school receives a
categorical designation based upon a measure of
progress in academic performance and student
success (Exemplary, Commendable, Targeted
Support, Comprehensive Support, and Intensive
Support). Multiple measures are used in determining
which of these five Summative Designations a school
receives; such as, proficiency and growth in math and
English language arts, chronic absenteeism rate,
graduation rate, and a climate survey.

We are pleased to announce that both Emden
Elementary and Hartsburg-Emden Jr/Sr High Schools
received a Summative Designation of
Commendable, which are schools with a high
graduation rate, no underperforming student groups,
and whose performance is not in the top 10% of
schools statewide. Congratulations to all students and
staff on being recognized as Commendable in 2024.
Go Stags!

LIBRARY NEWS

Nichole Folkman, Librarian

High School English

English I and Il are working diligently on their
Americanism Essays. This year the topic relates to
their favorite national monument or memorial. Did
you know that there are only 2 national monuments/
memorials in Illinois? One is the Emmett Till
Memorial and the other is the memorial of the 1908
Springfield Race Riots. Many of our students have
been to a lot of national parks and/ or state sights, but
not always to National Monuments or Memorials, so
we worked on researching how to “visit” a place
online through virtual tours, Google Street View,

travelogues, and more. We also worked a lot on the
skill of description.

Literature has been working on setting goals for their
reading for the new year and learning about being
intentional with their time, time management, and
how to make goals both a stretch, but also

attainable.

Journalism I and 11 doubled in size this semester!
Some days the classes work together on the same
assignments, while many days Journalism I is doing
something completely different because they are
brand new to the class and have to learn much of
what even their fellow Journalism | students learned
during 1st semester. There is a lot going on in this
class as we learn about graphic design, photography,
and current events through a journalistic lens.

Library News
As the current award season wraps up, we’re looking

forward to learning the winners of the 2025 awards
and previewing the 2026 award lists. Mrs. Folkman
will start to acquire the new 2026 Monarch,
Bluestem, Rebecca Caudill, and Lincoln books and
spend the summer prepping them for next school
year. Not only getting them shelf-ready, but also
reading them all and planning how to use them for
library lessons.

Yearbook News

The 2024-2025 yearbook is still available for
preorder. It is currently $40 until spring break. After
spring break, it will be $45.

We also have a limited selection of vintage
yearbooks available for sale. They are a minimum
donation of $30 each. Contact Mrs. Folkman to see
if any year(s) you want are available.

GUIDANCE DEPARTMENT

Elizabeth Hilgert, Student Coordinator/Guidance Counselor

25-26 DUAL CREDIT COURSES

It’s time to start thinking about courses for the 25-26
school year. Are you interested in taking college
classes while still in high school? Dual credit is an
opportunity for students in grades 11-12 to receive
extra high school credit AND earn college credit
towards Gen. Eds. HEHS will be offering the
following dual credit courses next year: ENG 101:
Critical Reading & Writing, ENG 102:
Multimodal Composition and SCED 105: Life
Success.



http://www.illinoisreport.com/

Qualifications:

If you are interested in taking a Dual Credit course
next year (AY 25-26), you MUST complete a
Heartland application by February 28, 2025, and
ACCUPLACER Assessment (or submit a qualifying
score) by March 31, 2025 in order to be eligible to
enroll in the course. Students can submit qualifying
ACT or PreACT scores in place of the
ACCUPLACER.

SCHOLARSHIPS
The spring semester is a busy time for scholarship
applications. Many local organizations announce
scholarships during the spring semester. | encourage
all 12" grade students to check for scholarships to
determine if there are any scholarships that meet their
needs. See Mrs. Hilgert if you need help finding
and/or applying to scholarships. Listed below are
several scholarships with a March/April deadline that
any student can apply for:
» Ed & Beulah Schmidt due Friday, April 25th
= Legion Post 506 & Sons due Friday,

April 18th

» Rudy Klokkenga Memorial due Friday, April
4th

= Paul Klokkenga Scholarship see Mrs.
Folkman

= Folkman Work Study see Mrs. Folkman (must
attend school and work)
= Hartem Teachers’ Union see Mrs. Curry (must
be going into education)
Gage Klein Scholarship due Friday, April 1st
Township due Saturday, March 1st
Farm Credit due Friday, February 28th
Lincoln Women’s Club due Saturday, March
1st
= Community Foundation Land of Lincoln
due Saturday, March 1% (several
scholarships listed)
https://cfll.org/Grants-
Scholarships/Scholarships

= Horatio Alger Association due Saturday,
March 1st

= CBAI Foundation due Monday, March 3rd

= Scottish Rite due Tuesday, April 1st

= American Legion Auxiliary has various due
dates

= Blood Drive Scholarshipsee Mr. Robinson

= [llinois Sheriffs’ Scholarship due Friday,
March 14t

= Deputy Scott Brown Scholarship due Monday,
March 31%

= |va Blaum Trust Scholarship due Friday,
March 7t

UPCOMING TESTING

The Pre-ACT and ACT will be given digitally this
spring. The ACT will consist of the same general
format and content as the SAT. The test format is all
online and will last approximately 3 hours. The test
consist of 50 English questions with 35 minutes to
complete, 45 math questions with 50 minutes, 36
Reading with 40 minutes, 40 Science with 40
minutes and one writing section at 40 minutes. The
juniors will no longer take a separate science
assessment as they have combined it with this year’s
ACT.

TESTING DATES

IAR (Illinois Assessment Readiness) will begin the
week of March 10" for all students in grades 6-8™"
ACT will be held March 26"

Pre-ACT for 10" grade will be April 2"

Pre-ACT for 9™ grade will be April 3"

April 8", 9" and 10" will be the ISA (lllinois
Science Assessment) for 8" grade during science
class

HARTEM ATHLETIC DEPARTMENT

Ron Spencer, Athletic Director

High school chess postseason begins on February
1st. with sectionals at Franklin High School. The
state chess tournament is February 14 & 15 at

the Peoria Civic Center. The jr. high chess state
meet is February 28th. and March 1st at the Peoria
Civic Center.

High school scholastic bowl season is in flight.
Coach Folkman and the team will be hosting a meet
at HARTEM on February 6th starting at 5:00pm. Jr.
High scholastic bowl can begin matches on January
27th. Our jr. high team is coached by Mr. Collins.

The jr. high volleyball program is off to a great start.
The 7th grade captured the Logan County
Championship and our 8th grade finished 2-1 in the
tournament. There ended up being a 3-way tie in 8th
grade which we lost on point differential.

High school basketball picked up a couple of wins in
the Greenview Christmas Tournament to capture the
consolation championship. Senior night will be on
Tuesday, February 18th. Come see our two seniors
play their last home game. We will be hosting the
72nd Annual Hartem Frosh/Soph Tournament
March 1, 3, 6 and 8. It should be noted that this is


https://cfll.org/Grants-Scholarships/Scholarships
https://cfll.org/Grants-Scholarships/Scholarships

one of the longest running (if not the longest running)
Frosh/Soph Tournaments in Illinois. This will be an 8
team bracketed tournament this year. | am proud to be
the current caretaker of the beloved Hartem tradition.

The youth cheerleading squad continues to provide
great entertainment at our high school games. Great
job to these young ladies and high school junior
Kennedy McCree, Coach Goodnight and Coach
Lucas for leading them.

The jr. high boys basketball team is heading into the
postseason. We are hosting a 7A regional at
HARTEM which will be concluded by the time the
February Newsletter is published and we will travel to
Morton Blessed Sacrament for our 8A regional.

We have the following spring athletics available to
our high school students through coops. Please
contact me if your child has an interest.

Track & Field - Coop with Delavan
Baseball - Coop with Illini Central

Winter Sports Banquet: Friday, March 28th 6:00pm
in the high school gym.

Hartem FFA

Kelly Gill, Ag Teacher and FFA Advisor

This month, Hartem FFA members Sophia Bivens,
Robby Benner, and Dani Dueringer traveled to
Western Illinois University for the Ground Zero
Leadership Conference. There they developed their
leadership skills and got to meet other FFA members
from across the state.

In February we will having our Strawberry fundraiser.
FFA members will be taking orders starting February
2nd and order forms will be due February 18th.
Strawberries will be $5/Quart, $20/ 1/2 Flat, and
$35/Flat. Contact an FFA member or Miss Gill for
more information.

February is a busy month for the Hartem FFA
chapter, with many contests and the celebration of
FFA week!

Drivers Education Safety
May Brooks, Drivers Ed. Teacher

The National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration suggest the following tips to get your
vehicle ready for cold weather; carry items in your
vehicle to handle common cold weather/ winter
driving-related tasks, and supplies you might need in
an emergency, including:

e A snow shovel, broom, and ice scraper

e Abrasive material (sand or kitty litter), in case
your vehicle gets stuck in the snow

e Jumper cables, flashlight, and warning devices
(flares and emergency markers)

e Blankets for protection from the cold.

e A cell phone and charger, water, food, and
any necessary medicine.

e Keep your vehicle full of fuel or fully charged

e Check your windshield wipers & fluid.

e As the outside temperature drops, so does tire
inflation pressure. Make sure each tire is filled to
the vehicle manufacturer’s recommended inflation
pressure, which is in your owner’s manual.

Senior Beta Club

John Robinson, Senior Beta Advisor

The Senior Beta Club is having their annual
Valentine's Day Sale. The order form can be found
in this newsletter and on our school website. There is
also an online order form on the school website.
Orders must be in by Thursday, February 6th at 9:00
a.m. Anything after that may not be fulfilled, as we
are on strict deadlines to get everything in. If you
have any questions, please email John Robinson.




Hartsburg-Emden Music Department
Marlee Hafley, JH/HS Music Teacher

Exciting News: Theatre is Coming Back to
Hartsburg-Emden!

We are thrilled to announce that we’ll be bringing
theatre back to Hartsburg-Emden with a production
of The Seussification of Romeo and Juliet, a short
comedy by Peter Bloedel. This is a fun, creative
twist on the classic Shakespeare play, and we invite
all students, regardless of experience level, to get
involved!

Auditions are tentatively scheduled for February
19th from 3:30 - 5:30 PM in the music classroom.
Whether you're a seasoned actor or just looking to try
something new, we would love to have you be a part
of this exciting production.

More details will be available soon, but in the
meantime, if you have any questions, please
reach out to Mr. Hafley.

We can’t wait to see you there!

Third Grade ReadBowl

McKenna Lucas, 3 Grade Teacher

Mrs. Lucas's third-grade class has announced that
they are competing in Share the Magic Foundation’s
READBowl, a global reading competition for Pre-K
through 8th-grade students, designed to inspire
students to read and provide teachers with a platform
to motivate students to increase reading minutes.

Founded by Super Bowl Champion and children’s
book author Malcolm Mitchell, Share the Magic
Foundation provides in-school and free virtual
programming to students across the country. The third
graders will join students from across the country and
around the world to compete in READBowl, the
World Championship of Reading, beginning on
Monday, January 13, the week before the College
Football National Championship. Our students will
compete in four quarters (weeks) of reading action
through February 7. Mitchell will announce the
World Champions on Super Bowl Sunday, February
9.

Please join us in wishing our students luck in
READBowlI. With the Hartem community behind us,
the third graders will undoubtedly read to succeed.

Jr High Cheer

Coach Jamie & Coach Katelyn
As Jr High cheer is wrapping up we're reflecting on

the season we've had so far. We wanted to again,
extend our gratitude to our parents and community
members. The support you all have shown this
season has been staggering. Our parents worked hard
putting on a bake sale that was a stunning success
and we sincerely thank you all! In regards to our
cheerleaders, we have seen so much growth this
season and we hope they continue pushing
themselves, building their confidence, and striving
for success in all they do!

Hartem Lincoln Chess Team

Kent Hieronymus, Chess Coach

The Hartem Lincoln chess season is playing in the
IHSA Sectional at Franklin High School on Feb 1,
2025. We have a very good chance to qualify for the
state championship on Feb 14 and 15. The team just
played in the CICL Classic tournament and beat
Bismarck Henning 37.5 to 20.5. Five out of Six
boards scored for our Chess team.

Spanish 1

Kent Hieronymus, Spanish Teacher

The Spanish 1 classes are learning new vocabulary
and practicing dialogues. They all have very good
reading skills in Spanish. We are just now finishing
a small art unit. We studied the Spanish

Artists: Goya, El Greco, Velazuez, Dali, and
Picasso. Each student wrote a Spanish sentence
about each artist and made a picture in their style.

Spanish 2

Kent Hieronymus, Spanish Teacher

The Spanish 2 class loves to read and they have
wonderful pronunciation in Spanish. We are doing a
great job on grammar and are now starting Spanish 3
concepts.

Spanish 3

Kent Hieronymus, Spanish Teacher

Spanish 3 is almost at the end of learning the basics
of Spanish grammar. We are using what we have
learned in writing and speaking. It is a very talented
class.






FEBRUARY 2025

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
Lunch 1
Menu
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
Toasted ham Salisbury steak BBQ pork Chicken on biscuit Chili cheese hotdog
and cheese Mashed potatoes Baked beans Peas French fries
sandwich wigravy Cole slaw Side salad Frozen fruit cup
Potato smiles Corn Corn Peaches
Green beans Dinner roll Bread
Mandarin Pineapple Applesauce
oranges
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
Pork tenderloin | Walking tacos Orange or Sweet/sour Beef ravioli
on bun Corn popcorn chicken Pasta sauce
Tater tots Sour cream/salsa Rice Green beans 11:30 Dismissal
Carrots Lettuce/cheese Mix veggies Side salad
Pears Peaches Egg rolls Mix fruit
Graham crackers Pineapple Cookies
w/icing
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
Bosco sticks Loaded tater tots Hamburger stroganoff Chicken fajita
No School Marinara sauce Cheese sauce Peas Sour cream/salsa
Side salad Beef/chicken Pears Lettuce/cheese
Pineapple Sour cream/salsa Jello Rice
Pudding w/vanilla Applesauce Refried beans
wafers Peppers
Appricots
23 24 25 26 27 28
Chicken strips Spaghetti w/meat Hamburger on bun Chili or chicken noodle Quesadilla pizza
Mac & cheese sauce French fries soup Side salad
Peas Green beans Mandarin oranges Fresh veggies Sour cream/salsa
Applesauce French bread Cake wistrawberries Frozen fruit cup Pineapple

Cottage cheese
Pineapple

Cinnamon rolls

A variety of milk is available every day. Chef salad and side salads are available
every day at the high school. This institution is an equal opportunity provider.




FEBRUARY 2025

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
Breakfast 1
Menu
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
Egg bits Biscuit w/sausage gravy Scramble egg bowl Brown sugar Toasted waffles
Toast Fruit Fruit cinnamon oatmeal Sausage links
Fruit Juice Juice Toast Fruit
Juice Fruit Juice
Juice
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
Pancake Bagel w/cream cheese Nutri grain bar English muffins Uncrustables
Sausage patty Fruit Fruit Fruit Fruit
Fruit Juice Juice Juice Juice
Juice
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
Fruit frudel Sausage patty Egg and sausage French toast sticks
No School Fruit Tri-tater breakfast bagel Sausage links
Juice Toast Fruit Fruit
Fruit Juice Juice
Juice
23 24 25 26 27 28
Poptart Mini pancake bits Yogurt w/strawberries Pancake and Donuts
Fruit Fruit Toast sausage on a stick Fruit
Juice Juice Fruit Fruit Juice
Juice Juice

A variety of milk is available every day. This institution is an equal opportunity
provider.




FEBRUARY 2025

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

JHBK 8" 1A
Reg. @ Morton
Blessed
Sacrament
JHVB @ MP 8A
Tourn. TBA

Post Prom Trivia
@ Emden Comm.

HSBK 1A Reg. TBA

JHVB vs WLB 6:00

2:00 Dismissal

HSBK-1A Reg. TBA

JHVB @ Olympia 5:00
HS Sch. Bowl @ Athens 5:00

HSBK-1A Reg. TBA
IESA Chess State Tourn. @
Peoria Civic Center 9:00am

House 7:00
HS Chess
Sectionals @
Franklin 9:00am
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
JHBK-7" 1A Sect. @ | JHBK-8" 1A Reg. @ Morton JHBK-8" 1A Reg. @ JHBK-8" 1A Reg. @ Morton HSBK vs lllini Bluffs 6:00 JHBK-7" 1A
WLB 6:30 Blessed Sacrament Morton Blessed Sacrament | Blessed Sacrament State @ Normal
JHVB vs Deer-Mack JHVB @ Greenview 6:00 Kingsley 2:30
6:00 HS Sch. Bowl Home Meet 5:00 HSBK @
Greenview 5:00
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
JHBK-8" 1A Sect. @ | HSBK@ Spfld Luth. 6:00 JHBK-7" 1A State @ Normal JHBK-8" 1A
WLB 6:30 JHVB vs MP 6:00 Kingsley 6:00 11:30 Dismissal State @ W-L
JHVB vs Carroll 6:00 2:30
*8t Grade Night* Glow Bingo @ Emden Comm. JHVB7"RR @
HSBK@ DeLand 5:30 (Varsity House 6:00 WLB TBA
only) HSBK @ Greenview 6:00 HS Chess State
JHVB BBQ Dinner @ HS Café HS Chess State @ Peoria Civic @ Peoria Civic
4:30-6:00 Center 10:00am Center 9:00am
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
HSBK vs MWC 6:00 *Senior JHBK-8™ 1A State @ W-L 6:00 JHVB 8" Grade
No School Night* JHVB vs Kingsley 6:00 Tourn. @
JHVB @ Pekin Rankin 4:30 HS Sch. Bowl @ Athens 5:00 Effingham
JHVB @ Luth. MS
5:30
23 24 25 26 27 28
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