HARTSBURG-EMDEN CUSD No. 21
FEBRUARY 2026 NEWSLETTER

Principal’s Desk
Ashley Tetter-Rowden, GS Principal

Dear Families and Community Members,

As we move into the heart of winter, our school
continues to be filled with energy, learning, and
exciting events. I’d like to share a few important dates
and upcoming celebrations to help you stay connected
and involved.

We are looking forward to celebrating the 100th Day
of School on Monday, January 26th! This is always
a favorite for our students, and we have some fun and
engaging activities planned throughout the day for the
entire school. Students and staff are encouraged to
join in the fun by dressing as if they are 100 years
old. We can’t wait to see the creativity!

Our Valentine’s Day classroom parties will take
place on Thursday, February 13th. Each classroom
may celebrate a little differently, so please reach out
to your child’s teacher for specific details and
expectations.

We are also excited to kick off our Book Blast event
from January 29th through February 6th. More
information will be sent home soon, but this program
is designed to help put free books into the hands of
our students, encouraging a love of reading both at
school and at home. Your support and participation
make a big difference.

Thank you for your continued partnership and
support. We appreciate all that you do to help make
our school a wonderful place for students to learn and
grow. Please continue to watch for updates.

GUIDANCE DEPARTMENT
Elizabeth Hilgert, Student Coordinator/Guidance Counselor

In a world that constantly tells us to do more, be
more, and achieve more, it can be easy to forget one
important truth: you are enough, just as you are.

High school is a time filled with pressure—grades,
sports, friendships, social media, future plans, and
expectations from others. It’s easy to compare
yourself to classmates who seem to have everything
figured out or to feel like you’re falling behind. But
the truth is, everyone is on their own path, and no
one’s journey looks exactly the same.

Being “enough” doesn’t mean you stop trying or
growing. It means recognizing your value even while

you’re learning, struggling, or making mistakes. Your
worth is not defined by your GPA, the number of likes
on a post, your role on a team, or where you plan to go
after graduation. Those things may change—but who
you are at your core matters.

Some days you’ll feel confident and motivated. Other
days you might feel overwhelmed, tired, or unsure. All
of those feelings are part of being human. Giving
yourself grace during the hard moments is just as
important as celebrating the good ones. Progress
doesn’t always look like success—it often looks like
showing up, asking for help, or simply getting through
the day.

Remember, you don’t have to prove your worth to

anyone. You belong here. You matter. Your voice,
your effort, and your presence make a difference in
ways you may not always see.

If you ever find yourself doubting this, take a moment
to pause and remind yourself:
| am enough. | always have been.

And if you need support along the way, know that
you’re never alone—there is your counselor, your
teachers, and staff who care about you and want to
help you succeed, not just academically, but as a
whole person.

Keep going. Be kind to yourself. You are enough.

26-27 DUAL CREDIT COURSES

It’s time to start thinking about courses for the 26-27
school year. Are you interested in taking college
classes while still in high school? Dual credit is an
opportunity for students in grades 11-12 to receive
extra high school credit AND earn college credit
towards Gen. Eds. HEHS will be offering the
following dual credit courses next year: LIT 111:
Introduction to Literature, HUMA 101:
Introduction to Humanities and BUSN 110:
Introduction to Business.

Qualifications:

If you are interested in taking a Dual Credit course
next year (AY 26-27), you MUST complete a
Heartland application by February 25, 2026, and
ACCUPLACER Assessment (or submit a qualifying
score) by March 25, 2026 in order to be eligible to
enroll in the course. Students can submit qualifying
ACT or PSAT/SAT scores in place of the
ACCUPLACER.

SCHOLARSHIPS
The spring semester is a busy time for scholarship
applications. Many local organizations announce




scholarships during the spring semester. | encourage
all 12" grade students to check for scholarships to
determine if there are any scholarships that meet their
needs. See Mrs. Hilgert if you need help finding
and/or applying to scholarships. Listed below are
several scholarships with a March/April deadline that
any student can apply for:

« Emden Historical Society due March 15™

o Ed & Beulah Schmidt due April 24th

e Legion Post 506 & Sons due April 24th

« Rudy Klokkenga Memorial due April 1%

o Paul Klokkenga Scholarship

o Hartem Teachers’ Union see Mrs. Jordan
(must be going into education)
Gage Klein Scholarship due April 1st
Township due Saturday, March 1st
Farm Credit due February 28th
Lincoln Women’s Club due Saturday, March
1st
e Community Foundation Land of Lincoln due

Saturday, March 1% (several scholarships

listed)
https://cfll.org/Grants-Scholarships/Scholarships
o Horatio Alger Association due March 1st
« CBAI Foundation due March 3rd
« Scottish Rite due April 1st
e American Legion Auxiliary has various due
dates
DAR Scholarship January 31%
Blood Drive Scholarship see Mr. Robinson
Tlinois Sheriffs’ Scholarship due March 14
Deputy Scott Brown Scholarship due March
3lst
« Iva Blaum Trust Scholarship due March 7"

UPCOMING TESTING

The Pre-ACT and ACT will be given digitally this
spring. The ACT will consist of the same general
format and content as the SAT. The test format is all
online and will last approximately 3 hours. The test
consist of 50 English questions with 35 minutes to
complete, 45 math questions with 50 minutes, 36
Reading with 40 minutes, 40 Science with 40 minutes
and one writing section at 40 minutes. The juniors
will no longer take a separate science assessment as
they have combined it with this year’s ACT.

TESTING DATES

IAR (lllinois Assessment Readiness) will begin the
week of March 9" for all students in grades 3-8"
ACT will be held March 26™

Pre-ACT for 10" grade will be March 25"
Pre-ACT for 9" grade will be March 24"

IAR will being the week of March 9™

ISA for 51" grade will be the week of March 16™
ISA for 8" grade will be the week of March 23

HARTEM ATHLETIC DEPARTMENT

Ron Spencer, Athletic Director

HS Softball
Due to low participation numbers, the 2026 high
school softball season has been canceled.

JH Boys Basketball

The 7th grade boys concluded both their regular and
postseason schedules on a strong note, winning their
final two regular season games and advancing past the
quarterfinal round of regional play before falling in the
semifinals. The 8th grade team is currently preparing
to begin postseason play.

HS Boys Basketball

Senior Night for high school boys basketball will be
held on Thursday, February 12, against Christian Life
Academy (Hopedale). High school basketball
regionals begin February 23rd. Good luck boys as you
roll into February.

JH Volleyball
Both the 7th grade and 8th grade volleyball teams

captured the 2026 Logan County Tournament
Championships! Congratulations to both teams on an
outstanding accomplishment! 8th Grade Night will be
held on Thursday, February 26, against Olympia.

73rd Annual Hartem Fr./So. Tournament

The oldest Fr./So. Tournament in the state will tip-off
on Saturday, February 28th. We will also have games
on March 2nd, March 5th and will wrap up on March
7th.

P.

Yearbook

Eric Gardiner

This year’s yearbook is underway, students have
finalized the cover and are starting to create the pages.
We will be selling ads soon, so if you are a local
business, or know one that would like to help sponsor
the yearbook and wants to feature an ad in this year’s


https://cfll.org/Grants-Scholarships/Scholarships

yearbook please reach out to Eric Gardiner at
egardiner@hartem.org.

High School English Classes

Eric Gardiner, HS English Teacher

The second semester is off to a great start. Students
are writing essays for the Legion’s Americanism
Essay contest. This year’s prompt is “What are the
American Core Values?” Essays are due February
6th, and students have had great discussions
surrounding what we as a country value. After essays
are assessed at the local level, students that place will
move on to the district level. Good luck to all the
students participating

HARTEM Alumni Association — President
Wanted

Ron Spencer, AD
The HARTEM Alumni Association is seeking a

President to help lead the 2026 Annual Banquet.

If you are a HARTEM alum, please consider giving
back just a small amount of your time to ensure this
tradition continues.

Contact Ron Spencer at 309-838-0360 if you are willing
to serve as President or in any other capacity.

The 2026 Banquet will not happen without a president.

JR.HIGH & HS CLUB VOLLEYBALL
FUNDRAISING SUPPER FAT BOYS
BBQ 4:30-6:00 THURSDAY, FEBRUARY

5th
Jenn Hayes, JHVB Coach
The Jr. High Volleyball Team is hosting a FAT

BOYS BBQ supper on Thursday, February 5. Meal
tickets are $8.00 and includes, PULLED PORK
SANDWICH, BAKED BEANS, COLE SLAW,
PEGGY’S PLACE HOMEMADE COOKIE, AND
DRINK. Tickets will be sold by all the JHVB and HS
Club players. Tickets can be bought in advance or at
the door, carry-outs are available. Thank you for
your continued to support!

FUNDRAISER: Hartem Lincoln High
School Chess Team

Kent Hieronymus, JH/HS Chess Coach

The Chess team will be running a fundraiser at the
Country Aire in Atlanta on February 18, 2026. Come
and eat great food at great prices. All you can eat
chicken, potato, side, vegetable, and ice cream for just
$12.99. If you don’t want chicken, the Country Aire

has a good menu of many delicious and well-priced
entrees.

Hartem Lincoln High School Chess Team
Kent Hieronymus, JH/HS Chess Coach

The Hartem Lincoln High School Chess Team is
doing very well. At this point, we are in first place in
the MCICL chess league. We are 11-7-3 at this

point. We just defeated Bureau Valley High School in
two 8 board matches, 68-0 and 68-0! We hope to do
well at the IHSA Sectional tournament to be held at
Belleville East on January 31. If the team qualifies out
of sectional they will play in the IHSA state
tournament. Last year’s team did play at the state
tourney.

Hartem Jr. High will be playing in the IESA state
tournament on Feb. 27 and 28. The IESA state
tournament will be held at the Peoria Civic Center and
will have about 800 players.

Spanish 1

Kent Hieronymus, Spanish Teacher

Spanish 1 has just finished studying reflexive verbs
and did a small project on them. Now they are doing a
special project on five famous Spanish Acrtists: EI
Greco, Diego Velasquez, Goya, Salvador Dali, and
Pablo Picasso.

Spanish 2

Kent Hieronymus, Spanish Teacher

We are studying the Future and Conditional

tenses. Soon they will also be learning the compound
perfect tenses. We should be able to get to the
subjunctive tense which is usually taught in Spanish 3.

Spanish 3 and 4

Kent Hieronymus, Spanish Teacher

We have been reviewing command forms in order to
be ready for the subjunctive tense. We just read El
Flemon by Osvaldo Dragun. The class is writing their
own play in Spanish following El Teatro del Absurdo.



mailto:egardiner@hartem.org




FEBRUARY 2026

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
Breakfast Menu 2 3 4 5 6 7
Assorted cereal Biscuits w/sausage gravy Pancake and sausage on | Scramble egg bowl Poptarts
Toast Fruit a stick Toast Fruit
Fruit Juice Fruit Fruit Juice
Juice Juice Juice
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
Waffles Yogurt w/strawberries Assorted muffins Uncrustables Frittata omelet
Sausage patty Toast Fruit Fruit Toast
Fruit Fruit Juice Juice Fruit
Juice Juice Juice
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
English muffins Coffee cake French toast sticks Egg bites
No School Fruit Fruit Sausage links Toast
Juice Juice Fruit Fruit
Juice Juice
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
Breakfast cookie Bagels w/cream cheese Sausage/egg/cheese on Fruit frudle Donuts
Fruit Fruit biscuit Fruit Fruit
Juice Juice Fruit Juice Juice
Juice

A variety of milk is available every day. This institution is an equal opportunity
provider.




FEBRUARY 2026

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
Lunch Menu 2 3 4 5 6 7
Chicken patty on bun | Salisbury steak Pig in a blanket Chicken tetrazzini Sloppy joe
French fries Mashed potatoes Bake beans Peas Nachos
Cottage cheese wigravy Pasta salad Side salad Cheese sauce/salsa/sour
Applesauce Corn Chips Breadsticks cream
Dinner rolls Mandarin oranges Pears Lettuce
Peaches Pineapple
Oreo fluff
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
Toasted cheese Walking tacos Pony shoe Loaded mac and cheese Rice bowl
sandwich Sour cream/salsa Cheese sauce Pulled pork/diced ham/ Popcorn chicken
Tomato or chicken Lettuce/cheese Ham/Hamburger chicken fajita/bacon bits Mixed veggies
noodle soup Corn French fries Peas Different sauces
Fresh veggies Mandarin oranges Pears Applesauce Egg rolls
Ranch/PB Graham crackers Cake w/strawberries
Peaches w/icing
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
Bosco sticks Beef ravioli Cream chicken on biscuit Bake potato bar
No School Marinara sauce Pasta sauce Peas Broccoli w/cheese
Side salad Green beans Pineapple Applesauce
Pears Side salad Jello Cookies
Vanilla wafers Bread stick
Pudding Peaches
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
Corndog Open face turkey/ham Pork tenderloin on bun | Chili or chicken noodle soup Pizza
Soft pretzels w/cheese | Mashed potatoes Tater tots Fresh veggies Side salad
sauce w/gravy Applesauce Ranch/PB Pineapple
Carrots Corn Frozen fruit cup Brownies
Peaches Mandarin oranges Cinnamon rolls

A variety of milk is available every day. Chef salad and side salads are available
every day at the high school. This institution is an equal opportunity provider.




FEBRUARY 2026

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
JHBK 8t 1A Sect. JHVB vs Greenview HSBK @ IB 6:00 JHBK 8t 1A State
TBA 6:00 TBA
JHVB @ Dee-
Mack 4:30
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
HSBK vs Spfld Luth. 6:00 JHBK 8t 1A State HSBK vs Greenview JHVB 7" RR @
TBA 6:00 Hartem 8:00am
JHVB @ MP 6:00
HSBK vs Christian Glo Bingo @ Emden
Life Academy Comm. House 6:00
*Senior Night* 6:00
JHVB @ Carroll
Catholic (B-game)
5:00
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
HSBK @ MWC 6:00 School Board Meeting 7:00 JHVB @ Kingsley HSBK vs Astoria 6:00 JHVB @ Effingham
No School 5:00 8t Grade Tourn.
= m JHVB vs Rankin 6:00 TBA
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
HSBK 1A Reg. JHVB @ WLB 5:30 HSBK 1A Reg. TBA JHVB vs Olympia HSBK 1A Reg. TBA HSBK 72" FR/SO
TBA 6:00 Tourn. @ Hartem

HS Chess State @
Peoria Civic Center
TBA

9:00am

JHVB 7" 1A Reg.
TBA

HS Chess State @
Peoria Civic Center
TBA
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