HARTSBURG-EMDEN CUSD No. 21
DECEMBER 2025 NEWSLETTER

Principal’s Desk
Ashley Tetter-Rowden, GS Principal

Dear Families,

As we move into a joyful and busy holiday season,
we are excited to share several upcoming events and
important reminders for December and early January.
If students are going on vacation early please stop by
the office to fill out a leave of absence form.

Grade School Christmas Program — December
18th at 6:30 PM

Our annual Grade School Christmas Program will
take place on Thursday, December 18th at 6:30

PM in the High School building. We look forward to
a wonderful evening celebrating the season with
music, cheer, and student performances. All families
are welcome to attend!

Classroom Christmas Parties — December 19t
Classroom Christmas parties will be held on Friday,
December 19th. If you have questions about
donations, schedules, or volunteer opportunities,
please contact your child’s teacher for more
information.

Holiday Shop Donations Needed

Throughout December, students will have the
opportunity to shop for gifts for their families. To
make this event a success, Miss K is accepting
donations of the following items:

e Men’s items

« Jewelry

« Candles

« Home décor

« Home storage items
« Small electronics

« Gently used toiletries
o Games

Donations will be accepted now through December
12th. We appreciate your generosity and support in
helping students experience the joy of giving!

Christmas Break & January Schedule

e Christmas Break: December 22nd — January
6th

e Teacher Institute Day: January 5th (No
school for students)

« Students return: Tuesday, January 6th

We hope all families enjoy a restful and festive
holiday season!

English Department

Eric Gardiner, HS English Teacher

English Classes:

As we wrap up the first semester, | want to
congratulate all the students on their successes and
learning experiences so far this year. There has been a
lot of positive growth, and | hope things continue in
that direction. As we prepare for winter break, here is
what students will be working on.

English I: Students are finishing their reading of the
graphic novel version of The Odyssey. As before we
leave for break we will discuss the Hero’s journey as
well as complete a compare contrast essay that will
allow students to apply all of what they have learned
during this unit.

World Literature: Students are continuing their foray
into understanding various world cultures. We are
currently wrapping up our Asian Literature unit where
students read one of two novels: Please Look After
Mom, by Shin Kyung-sook or Everything | Never Told
You, by Celeste Ng. To end these unit students will
write a cultural competitive-analysis paper where they
analyze the culture in the book and compare it to our
own culture here in the United States. By doing so
they will be examining how the themes and topics
explored in their novel apply in their own culture as
well.

British Literature: Students have just finished
reading The Hobbit and watching the animated movie
version. They will write a short movie review and
compare the film and book version before we move
into the Renaissance time period, where we will
discuss Shakespearean London, look at some of his
sonnets, and of course read one of his most famous
plays, Hamlet. During this unit we will focus on things
such as poetic devices, drama terminology, and other
Shakespearian vocabulary.

American Literature: Students are beginning our
next unit which looks at American literature from the
early 19th century through the Civil War era (roughly
1830-1870). Students will cover literary movements
such as Transcendentalism, Romanticism, and Gothic
literature. Reading authors like Poe, Dickenson,
Thoreau, Emerson, and Whitman. This Unit will
culminate with the reading of The Strange Case of Dr.
Jekyll and Mr. Hyde.



English 101: Students have just finished their
Argumentative research papers and deserve big
congratulations on all their hard work this semester.
They have really grown as academic writers and as
we head into their final unit, where they will turn one
of their papers into a different mode other than a
written paper, they will see all their hard work pay
off, as they can begin to apply aspects of everything
they have done this semester and turn it into
something using all of their skills, talent, and
creativity. When we come back from winter break,
we will switch to English 102 where students will
learn more about multimodal composing.

Film as Literature: In Film as Literature, we are
starting Great Expectation. This classic Dicken’s
novel is brought to life in a 2012 film, which students
will watch and complete various projects on. Key
concepts they will focus on during this unit will be
characterization, character ethics, setting, and casting.

GUIDANCE DEPARTMENT
Elizabeth Hilgert, Student Coordinator/Guidance Counselor

As we approach the end of the semester and look
forward to winter break, it’s incredible to think about
how quickly the past few months have passed. The
holiday season brings a welcome chance to rest and
reconnect, but for many, it can also add extra pressure
and stress.

Busy schedules, family obligations, and social events
can make this time of year feel overwhelming. It’s
important to remember that you don’t have to say yes
to everything. Permitting yourself to slow down, set
boundaries, and choose what truly matters can make
the season much more enjoyable. Prioritizing your
well-being isn’t selfish—it’s healthy.

Holiday stressors can also come with time spent on
social media. As people post highlight after highlight
of perfect-looking celebrations, it's easy to compare
your everyday life with someone else's curated best
moments. Social media also typically only reflects a
small part of a person's actual reality. If you're feeling
overwhelmed, step away from your phone, limit your
screen time, or unplug for a while and pay attention to
what's going on around you.

First and foremost, be kind to yourself. Carve out
time for the things that help you feel rested and
grounded, whether that’s being with people you love,
sleeping in, reading, creating, or just sitting quietly
with yourself. Your mental and emotional health are

worth prioritizing in a season that is often joyful and
stressful in equal measure.

Wishing you a peaceful, restorative winter break. Take
the time you need to relax, recharge, and be yourself.

JUNIORS AND SENIORS

Winter break is the perfect time for seniors to focus on
finishing college applications and scholarship
submissions. Submitting applications early can make a
real difference—many colleges give earlier applicants
greater consideration. Since most schools use a
“Rolling Admissions” process, they review
applications as they arrive and send out decisions as
they’re made. Applying early not only boosts your
chances of acceptance but also allows you to hear back
sooner, giving you more time to make thoughtful
decisions about your future. In short, early
applications truly pay off!

For juniors, winter break is a great opportunity to
prepare for the ACT, explore potential colleges and
career paths, and begin setting goals for life after high
school. Taking even a little time now to plan ahead
can make things much smoother later on.

25-26 DUAL CREDIT COURSES

It’s time to start thinking about courses for the 26-27
school year. Are you interested in taking college
classes while still in high school? Dual credit is an
opportunity for students in high school to receive extra
high school credit AND earn college credit towards
Gen. Eds. HEHS will be offering the following dual
credit courses next year: LIT 111: Introduction to
Literature, HUMA 101: Introduction to
Humanities and BUSN 110: Introduction to
Business.

Quialifications:

If you are interested in taking a Dual Credit course
next year (AY 26-27), you MUST complete a
Heartland application by February 25, 2026, and
ACCUPLACER Assessment (or submit a qualifying
score) by March 25, 2026 in order to be eligible to
enroll in the course. Students can submit qualifying
ACT or PSAT/SAT scores in place of the
ACCUPLACER.




HARTEM ATHLETIC DEPARTMENT

Ron Spencer, Athletic Director

Volleyball

The volleyball team ended an outstanding season in
the Super-Sectional at Triopia High School, falling to
Tremont in a hard-fought three-game match (18-25,
26-24, 22-25).

The Stags finished the season as Tomahawk
Conference Champions, Quincy Tournament
Champions, 2nd Place at the St. Thomas More
Classic, Regional Champions, and Sectional
Champions. Congratulations on another successful
season, and thank you to our three seniors — Alayna,
Celia, and Ellie!

Adding to their success, the team’s Tomahawk
Conference Championship marked an incredible
achievement: our three seniors never lost a single
conference match in their four years!

Postseason Recognition:

« Alayna Briggs — 1st Team (Unanimous)
Tomahawk, 2nd Team All-State

« Celia Cross — 1st Team Tomahawk, 1st Team
All-State

« Cambelle Hopkins — 2nd Team Tomahawk

« Ellie Klokkenga — 2nd Team Tomahawk

« Emma Eeten — Honorable Mention Tomahawk

JH Cheer

Our JH Cheer team is doing a fantastic job and their
Meet the Stags performance was outstanding. They
put in a lot of practice time so make sure you come to
a game and see them in action.

Youth Cheer

We have 3 high school girls helping Coach Schleder
with Youth Cheer - Kennedy McCree, Emily Love
and Eva Sanders. We got a sneak peek at Meet the
Stags when the performed the school fight song with
the JH Cheer team. We are looking forward to seeing
the grade school girls perform at halftime of our
varsity home games this season.

JH Girls Basketball Coop

The girls will be kicking off their postseason play and
I will have an update in the January Newsletter. Good
Luck, Ladies!

JH Boys Basketball

The 8th-grade team finished 2nd in the MWC
Tournament. We have a number of home games this
season — make sure to come out and support these
young men!

HS Basketball

We will have just nine players in uniform this season,
but it should be a fun group to watch. The IHSA will
officially implement the 35-second shot clock in
20262027, but we will begin using it next season
(2025-2026) for all conference JV games and most
home non-conference varsity games. Shot clocks were
installed in late October. We do plan to play a full JV
schedule with 6-minute quarters, meaning varsity
games will start earlier than usual.

The high school basketball game against Delavan on
December 19 will have the varsity game starting at
6:00. There will be a JV game after with a running
clock.

Biddy Ball
We have 18 athletes participating in the biddy ball

program this year! Coaches are Kory Leesman, Travis
Schleder and Jeremy Hinch. In addition to a regular
game schedule, you will get to see them scrimmage at
some high school home games this year.

Thank You!

A special thank you to former School Board President
Greg Phillips (Class of 1989), one of two members of
the Class of 1989 who sponsored the fan bus for the
volleyball postseason. We greatly appreciate his
continued support of the district and his generosity.

Bus Drivers - | also want to extend my sincere
appreciation to our bus drivers — Suzy, Chris, John,
Alice, and Mrs. Pech — whose combined efforts
ensure our teams travel safely and arrive on time.
Thank you for all that you do!




Hartem FFA

Kelly Welch, FFA Sponsor

On December 4th, Hartem FFA members will
compete at the Section 14 Dairy Foods contest at Mt.
Pulaski. They will be identifying different cheese
types, milk defects, and non-dairy products. Then on
December 6th, Hartem FFA members will be putting
up Memorial Trees in Whistle Stop

Park in Emden. As the year comes to a close

many members will be working on their record

book project to submit to the Section 14 FFA
Proficiency Judging.

Class of 2029

Eric Gardiner, Class Sponsor
The Class of 2029 will be selling Pop Daddy pretzels
and popcorn from November 21-December 7th.

Please reach out to a member of the Freshmen Class
if you would like to purchase. Pop Daddy popcorn
and pretzels are $10 a bag. Flavors include:

Popcorn: Caramel, Butter, Dill Pickle, Smoke Gouda,
White Cheddar, Kettle, and Original

Pretzels: Peppercorn Ranch, Garlic Parmesan, Hot
Sauce, Beer Cheese, Yellow Mustard, Cinnamon
Sugar, and Maple Butter

Hartsburg-Emden Music Department
Marlee Hafley, JH/HS Band Teacher

The holiday season is fast approaching, and with it
comes one of our favorite traditions—the Hartsburg-
Emden music concerts!

Join us on December 11th at 6:30 PM at the High
School for the Junior High/High School Winter
Concert. This free event is open to all ages, and it’s
the perfect opportunity to celebrate the hard work and
dedication our students have shown throughout the
year.

Then, don’t miss the Grade School Christmas
Program on December 18th at 6:30 PM, also held
at the High School. This festive program is free for
everyone and promises an evening filled with holiday
cheer, seasonal songs, and even a very special guest
to close out the night.

Come share in the music, the joy, and the spirit of the
season!

HARTEM Alumni Association — President
Wanted

Ron Spencer, AD

The HARTEM Alumni Association is seeking a
President to help lead the 2026 Annual Banquet.

If you are a HARTEM alum, please consider giving
back just a small amount of your time to ensure this
tradition continues.

Contact Ron Spencer at 309-838-0360 if you are
willing to serve as President or in any other capacity.

The 2026 Banquet will not happen without a president.

Veterans Day Program

JoEllen Westen, 4" Grade Teacher

Emden Elementary hosted a Veterans Day program on
Tuesday, November 11th. We welcomed local
veterans and community members. We gathered to
recognize and pay tribute to the men and women who
have served in the military. The students honored past
and present members of the military and presented all
guest veterans with coloring pages.

Fourth grade shared several readings, and students
sang patriotic songs. We welcomed Michelle Ramlow-
Harnacke, Senior Vice Commander with the Lincoln
VFW post 1756.

Leading up to the program, a “Veterans Wall of
Honor” was created. Community members sent in the
names of veterans as well as a donation. The wall
featured the names of 32 veterans, and we collected a
total of $200. We were pleased to give this money to
the Lincoln VFW Post 1756.

The students at Emden Elementary once again thank
the veterans for their service and sacrifice!

Hartem/Lincoln High School Chess Team

Kent Hieronymus, Chess Coach

The Hartem/Lincoln High School Chess Team has
defeated the following school teams: Christian Life
Academy, Ottawa, and Sangamon Valley. The team
drew Olympia in two different matches. Overall the
chess team is 5-5-2. If the team defeats Greenview on
December 3, they will place second in the Mid Central
[llinois Chess League. After the Christmas break, the
team will play an 8 board match with Olympia,
Franklin, a tournament called the CICL classic,
Bloomington Central Catholic, and the IHSA
Sectional tournament. If the team qualifies out of
sectional they will play in the IHSA state

tournament. Last year’s team did play at the state
tourney.




Hartem Jr. High Chess Team

Kent Hieronymus, Chess Coach

Mr. Hayes is enjoying coaching the Jr. High Chess
Team. Each member has experienced some
interscholastic chess competition. The team members
are sharpening their games to be ready for the IESA
state chess tournament in February 2026.

Spanish 1

Kent Hieronymus, Spanish Teacher

Spanish 1 has been learning the differences of when
to use the verb “ser” and the verb “estar”. They both
mean “to be”. They have been enjoying the video on
SER and ESTAR by Papa John. This video was made
by high school juniors in the year 2010 and has had
over 1,200,000 views. The class understands the
differences between the two verbs.

Spanish 2

Kent Hieronymus, Spanish Teacher

Spanish 2 is incorporating their knowledge of the
Preterite and Imperfect tenses to translate the past in
Spanish. They learned the differences between the
two tenses and have tested well utilizing them.

Spanish 3 and 4

Kent Hieronymus, Spanish Teacher

The Spanish 3 and 4 classes are reviewing the various
verb tenses in Spanish and have been translating
simple sentences using these tenses.

They have also just learned about different Mexican
culinary dishes. They will be able to apply their
knowledge in writing Spanish conversations.

Reminders

Dec. 3"- Winter Sports photos @ HS Gym 3:30,
covering HSVB, JHBK, JH Cheer and HSBK
JH/HS Band and Choir Concert @ HS Gym 6:00
GS Christmas Program @ HS Gym 6:00

No School Dec. 22"-Jan.5"

School Resumes Jan. 6™

We hope that everyone has a safe and Happy
Holiday!







DECEMBER 2025

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
Breakfast Menu 1 2 3 4 5 6

JH/HS-Pancake Yogurt w/strawberries Breakfast cookie Fruit frudle Egg bites
and sausage on a Toast Fruit Fruit Toast
stick Fruit Juice Juice Fruit
GS-Breakfast Juice Juice
pizza
Fruit
Juice

7 8 9 10 11 12 13
Assorted cereal Coffee cake Cinnamon brown sugar | Poptarts Biscuit w/sausage gravy
Toast Fruit oatmeal Fruit Fruit
Fruit Juice Toast Juice Juice
Juice Fruit

Juice

14 15 16 17 18 19 20
French toast sticks | Sausage/egg/cheese on Assorted muffins Nutri-grain bar Donuts
Sausage links biscuit Fruit Fruit Fruit
Fruit Fruit Juice Juice Juice
Juice Juice

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

No School No School No School No School No School
28 29 30 31
No School No School No School

A variety of milk is available every day. This institution is an equal opportunity
provider.




DECEMBER 2025

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
Lunch Menu 1 2 3 4 5 6
Bosco sticks Popcorn chicken Cheese tortellini JH/HS-BBQ pulled pork on Chicken fajita
Marinara sauce Mashed potatoes Pasta sauce bun Cheese/lettuce
Side salad wigravy Green beans Cole slaw Salsa/sour cream
Peaches Corn Side salad Cornbread Rice
Pudding w/vanilla Pineapple Breadsticks GS-Pulled pork nachos or on | Refried beans
wafers Mix fruit bun Mandarin oranges
Bake beans
Mac and cheese
Applesauce
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
BBQ rib on bun Walking tacos Chicken patty on bun Chili or tomato soup Loaded nachos
Potato smiles Lettuce/cheese Tater tots Fresh veggies Beef/chicken/pork
Carrots Sour cream/salsa Pineapple Ranch/PB Cheese sauce
Cottage cheese Corn Mix fruit Sour cream/salsa
Applesauce Mandarin oranges Cinnamon rolls Lettuce
Graham crackers Pears
wlicing
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
JH/HS-Corndogs Cream chicken on Hamburger on bun Ham Quesadilla pizza
GS-Pork tenderloin biscuit Bake beans Mashed potatoes w/gravy Side salad
on bun GS-mashed potatoes Pasta salad Corn Sour cream/salsa
Soft pretzel Peas Chips Dinner rolls Pineapple
Cheese sauce Mandarin oranges Peaches Applesauce Brownies
Green beans Cookies
Peaches
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
No School No School No School No School No School
28 29 30 31
No School No School No School

A variety of milk is available every day. Chef salad and side salads are available
every day at the high school. This institution is an equal opportunity provider.




DECEMBER 2025

Sun

Mon

Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5 6
JHBK vs JHBK @ Tremont 5:30 JH/HS Chess vs Greenview 3:45 | JHBK vs Tri-City JHBK @ WLB 6:00 Breakfast w/Santa @
Cornerstone 6:00 HSBK vs Athens 6:00 6:00 Hartsburg Village
Winter Sports Photos @ HS Hall 7:30-11:00am
Gym 3:30
HSBK @ Edinburg
Shootout @ 11:00am
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
JHBK vs Rankin HSBK vs IC 6:00 JH/HS Band and HSBK @ Calvary HSBK vs Flanagan-
6:00 Choir Concert @ HS | Academy 6:00 Cornell 1:00
Gym 6:00
Mini VBall Slumber
Camp 15-5" and 8t
Grade @ GS 4:00
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
JHBK @ CEL JHBK vs Blessed School Board Meeting 7:00 GS Christmas HSBK vs Delavan 6:00 | HSBK vs Bushnell-
5:00 Sacrament-Morton 6:00 Program @ HS Gym Prairie City 4:00
6:30
HSBK @
Cornerstone 6:00
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
No School No School No School No School No School No School
( 1 HSBK @ Greenview HSBK @ Greenview
\l/ A s | Tourn. TBA Tourn. TBA
) e =4
(; 1 r'tg MZ%S’
28 29 30 31
No School No School No School
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