HARTSBURG-EMDEN CUSD No. 21

DECEMBER 2024 NEWSLETTER
LIBRARY NEWS

Nichole Folkman, Librarian

Library News

As the holiday season approaches, remember to
consider books as gifts! Our students love to read and
it’s helpful to keep them reading all year long. Did
you know that Scholastic gives us a portion of the
profits of book sales all year long if you select our
school when buying? If you go to
https://bookfairs.scholastic.com/bf/hartem1 and scroll
down to “Shop Now.” We get 2% of sales all year
round.

English News
Students in all English classes are working on

completing the Letters About Literature competition
through the Illinois Secretary of State. Did you know
that the Secretary of State is also the State Librarian?
In this competition, students select a book that has
meant something to them in their lives and write to
that author about the impact it has had on them.
We’ve read samples of past winners and discussed
books that are important to us. These letters will be
sent into the state for the competition and students
have the opportunity to win cash prizes if selected as
winners. Next semester, students will participate in
the American Legion essay competition as well.

Please continue to encourage your students, of all
ages, to read daily. Talk to them about the reading
that you do. Remember that reading physical books,
ebooks, audiobooks, and graphic novels are all great!
Everyone should interact with text in the way that
works best for them!

GUIDANCE DEPARTMENT
Elizabeth Hilgert, Student Coordinator/Guidance Counselor

As we approach the end of the first semester and
prepare for the holiday season, it’s hard to believe
how quickly time has flown by. With winter break
just around the corner, there’s excitement in the air —
but also the potential for added stress. This time of
year, while filled with joyful gatherings, can be
challenging, especially for those managing mental
health concerns or supporting others who are.

Holiday obligations and social commitments can
quickly become exhausting. As enjoyable as they may
be, these activities often come at the cost of our
physical and mental energy. Knowing when to say
“no” or take a step back can make a significant

difference in maintaining your well-being. Rather
than overcommitting, consider focusing on smaller,
more manageable outings that bring you joy. And
remember to practice self-compassion — it’s just as
important as extending kindness to others. Taking a
moment to indulge in something that supports your
mental health or nurtures a new, positive interest can
be a gift to yourself this season.

FAESA

Hartsburg-Emden High School will be hosting a
FAFSA Completion Workshop on Wednesday,
December 11+, 2024. All seniors and their parents
are strongly encouraged to attend. A representative
will be providing a brief presentation about the
FAFSA and will be available to provide hands-on
assistance in creating a FSA ID and completing the
FAFSA application on-site. This workshop will take
place in the HS computer lab from 6:00 — 7:00 pm.
Please RSVP with Mrs. Hilgert
(ehilgert@hartem.org) for a list of important items to
bring with you to the workshop.

JUNIORS AND SENIORS

This would be a great time for seniors to finish
college applications and scholarships. The earlier a
college receives an application, the more favorably it
is generally viewed. Most colleges also practice
what is known as “Rolling Admissions,” meaning
that they process applications as they are received,
so those applying early often find out much sooner
about their admissions status. This can be a big
advantage later when having to make a final decision
about where you will attend in the fall. The bottom
line — it pays to apply to colleges early.

Winter break is a perfect time for juniors to be
practicing for the ACT, researching colleges,
careers, and setting goals for after high school. |
suggest that students use their winter break very
wisely!

25-26 DUAL CREDIT COURSES

It’s time to start thinking about courses for the 25-26
school year. Are you interested in taking college
classes while still in high school? Dual credit is an
opportunity for students in grades 11-12 to receive
extra high school credit AND earn college credit
towards Gen. Eds. HEHS will be offering the
following dual credit courses next year: ENG 101:
Critical Reading & Writing, ENG 102:
Multimodal Composition and SCED 105: Life
Success.



https://bookfairs.scholastic.com/bf/hartem1
about:blank

Quialifications:

If you are interested in taking a Dual Credit course
next year (AY 25-26), you MUST complete a
Heartland application by February 28, 2025, and
ACCUPLACER Assessment (or submit a qualifying
score) by March 31, 2025 in order to be eligible to
enroll in the course. Students can submit qualifying
ACT or PreACT scores in place of the
ACCUPLACER.

HARTEM ATHLETIC DEPARTMENT

Ron Spencer, Athletic Director

Congratulations to the HARTEM volleyball team on
their 4th place finish at the IHSA State Volleyball
Tournament. Another record breaking season for the
STAGS. Just a few of the amazing numbers from the
2024 season: Coach Hayes picks up her 800 career
varsity victory and moves into the top 20 of all
[linois high school volleyball coaches in career wins,
Alayna Briggs gets her 1000th kill, Celia Cross nets
her 2000th set assist, the volleyball program is ranked
#18 out of the top 50 volleyball programs in all
classes in the state of Illinois - as published by the
IHSA. Thank you to our seniors Addi Briggs, Kylie
Starcevic and Sadie Williams for the great memories!

Junior Kennedy McCree under the guidance of Coach
Goodnight and Coach Lucas will lead 16 2-4 grade
girls who will make up HARTEM's first youth
cheerleading team. This group of young ladies will
perform at halftime at all home JV/Varsity boys this
season. We hope to have a full high school
cheerleading squad back on the floor next year, but
excited to see our HARTEM youth cheerleaders help
provide some excitement and entertainment at our
high school games this season.

Be sure to come out and support our Jr. High boys’
basketball team this season. They are off to a great
start and look forward to finally playing some home
games. Check out the online school calendar and
come see these young men compete.

The high school boys’ basketball team is ready to
kick off their season in the Beardstown tournament
and they have their first home game on Friday,
December 13th.

Our first year in the Lincoln Carroll Catholic girls’
basketball coop was a great success. They only had 5
total players in the program of which 3 were
HARTEM athletes. Congratulations on competing at
such a high level with such low numbers!!

Hartem FFA

Kelly Gill, Ag Teacher and FFA Advisor

This month, the Hartem FFA members participated
in the Section 14 Agronomy CDE. Team members
Lexi Wetherell, Maecey Anderson, Alexis Cannon,
Dani Dueringer, and Robby Benner identified crops,
weeds, and insects. They also judged crop rings of
corn, soybeans, wheat, and hay. Congrats to the
team!

We had a visit from the Illinois FFA State
Secretary Owen Torrance in the Introduction to
Agriculture class. He and the Section 14 officer
team facilitated activities to help develop our
leadership skills. Students also set short-term and
long-term goals for their high school career.

Coming up next month, we will be setting up the
Memorial Trees in Whistle Stop Park on
December 7th. Also, Hartem FFA members will
be participating in the Section 14 Dairy Foods
CDE at PORTA High School on December 11th.

Drivers Education Safety

May Brooks, Drivers Ed. Teacher

With cold weather arriving soon the National
Highway Traffic Safety Administration suggest the
following tips to get your vehicle ready for cold
weather; carry items in your vehicle to handle
common cold weather/ winter driving-related tasks,
and supplies you might need in an emergency,
including:

e A snow shovel, broom, and ice scraper

e Abrasive material (sand or kitty litter), in case
your vehicle gets stuck in the snow

e Jumper cables, flashlight, and warning devices
(flares and emergency markers)

e Blankets for protection from the cold.



e A cell phone and charger, water, food, and any
necessary medicine.

e Keep your vehicle full of fuel or fully charged

e Check your windshield wipers & fluid.

e As the outside temperature drops, so does tire
inflation pressure. Make sure each tire is filled to the
vehicle manufacturer’s recommended inflation
pressure, which is in your owner’s manual.

GRADE SCHOOL CHRISTMAS PROGRAM

Rachel Jordan, GS Music Teacher

Mark your calendars, the Grade School Christmas
Program is coming up!! Thursday, December 12th
at 6:30 p.m. in the Hartsburg-Emden Gym, please
join us as we perform Christmas Songs for

you! There may even be a special guest flying in on
his sleigh to visit us!!

Chess Team Country Aire Fundraiser

Kent Hieronymus, Chess Coach

The Hartem-Lincoln Chess Team is holding a
fundraiser at the Country Aire Restaurant in Atlanta,
IL on Jan. 29, 2025. Ten percent of the proceeds will
be donated to the chess team to help with uniforms,
equipment, and meal money for the various chess
tournaments. This fundraiser will run all day long at
the Country Aire from opening to closing.

The special on Wednesdays is the all you can eat
Fried Chicken dinner for $11.99! This includes a side
dish, choice of potato, vegetables, ice cream and of
course AYCE delicious chicken. There is also a full
menu of other choices if you would prefer not to
order the chicken dinner. Their prices are very
reasonable and their food is very tasty.

Hartem Lincoln Chess Team

Kent Hieronymus, Chess Coach

We have a large number of players on the high school
co-op chess team this year. The team has now
competed in chess matches at the East Peoria
tournament, with Christian Life Academy, at the
Morton Invitational, with Notre Dame LaSalette
(Georgetown), and with Olympia. The team is
competitive and improving every match. It looks like
we will be stronger on 8 board matches than 6 board
matches. We have good team strength on all the
boards but especially the lower boards. The team will
be competitive playing in the Mid Central Illinois

Chess League and also the Central Illinois Chess
League.

Spanish 1

Kent Hieronymus, Spanish Teacher

We have two Spanish 1 classes at Hartem. Both
classes read very well and understand some basic
Spanish phrases. Their pronunciation is

excellent! We are getting ready to study the gustar
construction and use it in simple conversations.

Spanish 2

Kent Hieronymus, Spanish Teacher

The Spanish 2 class loves to read our dialogues and
their pronunciation is excellent! The Spanish 2 class
is moving very quickly in learning Spanish
grammar. We are already learning tenses normally
not taught till Spanish 3. We are learning Future and
Conditional tenses now and will be soon learning the
Subjunctive mood.

Spanish 3

Kent Hieronymus, Spanish Teacher

Spanish 3 has been covering all the indicative tenses
and we are soon moving into studying the
subjunctive tenses. Indicative tenses tell facts and
subjunctive tenses express non facts such as doubt
and wishes. This is a very talented class and like the
other classes, their pronunciation is excellent.

Class of 2026 Fundraiser
Jenn Hayes, Coach Sponsor
Pasta Alfredo (w/wo Chicken) Meal
MON - DECEMBER 16
Serving 4:30-6:00
JHBK Game vs CEL

The Sophomore Class will be hosting a Pasta
Alfredo Meal in the High School Cafeteria on
Monday, December 16". We will be serving from
4:30-6:00. Cost is $10.00 a meal! Meal includes:
Pasta Alfredo (w/wo chicken) - Breadsticks — Side
Salad — Assorted Desserts —
Lemonade/Water. Take-outs will be
available. Tickets will go on sale Sunday Dec. 1st —
December 15" — Tickets will be available at the
door! See any Junior — Mr. Robinson or Coach
Hayes for tickets!




** THANK YOU **
From the STATE HSVB TEAM

Jenn Hayes, HSVB Coach

The Hartem Volleyball Team would like to thank
the following for making our trip back to STATE
So special:

e Hot Frogs Designs - and all the VB gear
needs at a drop of a hat

o Mike Bieser — for all our volleyball photos
shoots and banners

e Angie Zinser — State Signs and Banners

e Jacy/McKenna/JoEllen — for the state signs
on the lockers

e Shauna-Candy/Gum/Supplies/TicTacs

Tommy Cecil — Cinnamon Rolls — Pizza

for the reception

State Host — gifts and Cookies

Little Brown Dairy — Milk and Cookies

Scrimmage Squad — Pizza & Alani’s

Eeten’s — for the use of your Shed for all

the post season fun and bus decorations

and food

e The Donors - that help put our State
Matches on the Radio

e The Donors for the Post Season Programs

e The Donors — to help get the students on
the fan bus and to the big games

e Logan County Board — for our picture at
the Court House

e Parents — for helping with team bonding
meals and food for road trips and tourneys
—and Goody Bags and fun stuff for our
Post Season — it all adds to the fun

e Hartsburg Fire Trucks

e Emden Fire Trucks

e Donations — for STATE

o Farmer’s State Bank of Emden
o Hartsburg State Bank
e Logan County Board — Courthouse Pic

Jr. High Speech Team

Lynn Curry, Coach

This year’s Speech Team members were 7th Grader:
Brinley Ballance and 6th Graders: Rhett Zinser,
Jaelynn Hinch and Charli Schleder. The team
participated in group acting and performed a skit
titled “The Santa Clause”. The team competed at
Zion Lutheran and received a second place rating.
They also performed for our grade school students
and the junior high students. The team did a
wonderful job representing Hartem Junior High!

Veteran’s Day Program

JoEllen Westen, 4" Grade Teacher

Emden Elementary hosted a Veterans Day program
on Friday, November 8th. We welcomed local
veterans and community members. We gathered to
recognize and pay tribute to the men and women
who have served in the military. The students
honored past and present members of the military
and presented all guest veterans with handmade
cards.

Fourth grade shared several readings and students
sang patriotic songs. We welcomed Senior Master
Sergeant Daniel Benedict US Air Force Retired who



currently serves as the Superintendent of the Logan
County Veterans Assistance Commission. He spoke
about his years in the military and how he is serving
the veterans of Logan County. Students were able to
ask Dan questions about his service. It was a great
program!

Leading up to the program a “Veterans Wall of
Honor” was created. Community members sent in
names of veterans as well as a donation. The wall
featured the names of 55 veterans, and we collected a
total of $170. This money will be donated to Hope on
5th. Thank you to all those who contributed time and
effort to making this program an important memory
for our students and veterans.

The students at Emden Elementary once again thank
the veterans for their service and sacrifice!

Upcoming Events
Dec. 12"~ GS Christmas Program @ HS 6:30 i‘
Dec. 18™- JH/HS Band/Choir Concert @ HS 5:30 oz —

Dec. 19" and 20™- 2:00 Dismissal -







DECEMBER 2024

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
Lunch 2 3 4 5 6 7
Menu Bosco sticks JH/HS-Salisbury Loaded nachos Chicken alfredo Corndog
Marinara sauce | steak meatballs Beef/chicken Peas Soft pretzels w/cheese
Side salad GS-Sloppy Joe Lettuce Side salad sauce
Mix fruit meatballs Sour cream/salsa Breadsticks Carrots
Mashed potatoes Pineapple fluff Peaches Pears
w/gravy Cookies
Corn
Dinner rolls
Mandarin oranges
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
Pizza burger Cheese tortellini BBQ ribs on bun Chili or chicken noodle Loaded mac & cheese
Tater tots w/pasta sauce Potato smiles soup Ham/chicken
Mandarin Green beans Carrots Fresh veggies Peas
oranges Side salad Cottage cheese Frozen fruit cup Mix fruit
Pudding Breadstick Applesauce Cinnamon rolls Graham cracker w/icing
w/vanilla wafers | Peaches
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
JH/HS-Chili Crispitos Pork tenderloin on bun Ham Quesadilla Pizza
mac Cheese sauce French fries Mashed potatoes w/gravy | Side salad
Cornbread Mix veggies Mandarin oranges Corn Sour cream/salsa
GS-Spaghetti Rice Orange fluff Green beans Pineapple
French bread Refried beans Dinner rolls
Green beans Applesauce Peaches
Apricots
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
No School No School No School No School No School
29 30 31
No School No School

A variety of milk is available every day. Chef salad and side salads are available
every day at the high school. This institution is an equal opportunity provider.




DECEMBER 2024

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
Breakfast 2 3 4 5 6 7
Menu Poptart Assorted muffins Bagel w/cream cheese Biscuits w/sausage | JH/HS-Brown sugar
Fruit Fruit Fruit gravy cinnamon oatmeal
Juice Juice Juice Fruit GS-Assorted cereal
Juice Toast
Fruit
Juice
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
Egg bites Waffles Frittata omelet Coffee cake Assorted cereal
Toast Sausage patty Toast Fruit Toast
Fruit Fruit Fruit Juice Fruit
Juice Juice Juice Juice
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
Fruit frudel French toast sticks Pancake & sausage ona | Uncrustable Donuts
Fruit Sausage links stick Fruit Fruit
Juice Fruit Fruit Juice Juice
Juice Juice
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
No School No School No School No School No School
29 30 31
No School No School

A variety of milk is available every day. This institution is an equal opportunity

provider.




DECEMBER 2024

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
JHBK vs Tremont 6:00 Class of 2027 JH/HS Chess vs Christian HSBK @
Fundraiser @ El Maz | Life 4:00 Edinburg
HSBK @ Athens 6:00 Shootout 1:00
JHBK @ Tri-City 6:00
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
JHBK @ HSBK @ IC 6:00 Emden GS Christmas HSBK vs Calvary 6:00 HSBK @
Rankin 5:30 2:00 Dismissal Program @ HS 6:30 Flanagan-
Cornell 1:00
JH/HS Chess vs
Franklin 3:30
FAFSA Workshop @
HS Computer Lab
6:00
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
JHBK vs CEL JHBK @ Blessed JH/HS Band and
6:00 Sacrament Morton 5:30 Choir Concert @ HS 2:00 Dismissal 2:00 Dismissal
Gym 5:30
Class of 26° HSBK vs Cornerstone HS Finals HS Finals
Dinner @ HS 6:00
Café 4:30-6:00 HSBK @ Delavan 6:00
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
HSBK @
No School No School No School No School No School Greenview
Tourn. TBA
HSBK @ Greenview
Tourn. TBA
29 30 31
No School No School
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