
HARTSBURG-EMDEN CUSD NO. 21 

AUGUST 2025 NEWSLETTER 

 
School online registration is available on 

Teacherease. If you are registering a new student 

please register online or pick up a paper packet at the 

JH/HS. If there are any questions please call the 

District Office at 217-642-5244.  

 

FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT’S DESK 
The 2025–2026 school year is just a few weeks away, 

and with it comes a renewed sense of excitement and 

opportunity for Hartsburg-Emden CUSD #21. Each 

new school year offers a chance to grow, connect, and 

inspire — and this year, our focus is on building 

strong academic foundations, realizing student 

potential, and supporting every learner on their 

journey.   

 

We welcome Ashley Tetter to the district. Ms. Tetter 

will be serving as our K-5 elementary school 

principal and brings the district a wealth of curricular 

and instructional knowledge and experience.  We also 

welcome Will Schmitt to the district.  Mr. Schmitt 

will be our high school social science instructor and 

will also help with a section of 8th grade social 

studies.  I am very happy to have these two talented 

educators join our ranks.   

 

We are also excited to welcome back Eric Gardiner to 

Hartem teaching HS English! Having him back as 

part of the team will bring a positive impact and great 

energy to our classrooms.  

 

At the high school this year, I will be serving a dual 

role as both the district superintendent and the high 

school principal.  As we work to build and strengthen 

our academic programming, I feel fortunate to serve 

in the role and have the opportunity to offer supports 

to both staff and students.   

 

As a reminder, online registration is open.  If you 

have not already had the chance, please take a few 

moments to get your student(s) registered for the 

upcoming year.  If you prefer, stop into the office at 

your child’s building and we will be happy to help 

you! 

 

I look forward to seeing staff on August 11 and 

students on August 13, and wish everyone an 

outstanding 25-26 school year! 

 

PRINCIPAL’S DESK 
Ashley Tetter, Emden GS Principal 

Dear Hartem Community, 

 

My name is Ashley Tetter, and I am thrilled to 

introduce myself as the new K-5 principal at 

Hartsburg-Emden School District #21. It is an honor 

to be joining a district with such a strong sense of 

tradition and a rich history. I am especially excited 

to get to know the community and its members as I 

begin this new chapter with you. 

I bring with me a background rooted in both 

teaching and leadership. I hold a bachelor’s degree 

in Elementary Education with endorsements in 

music, English Language Arts, social science, 

science, and special education. I also earned two 

master’s degrees—one in Curriculum and Instruction 

with an ESL endorsement and another in 

Educational Leadership. My teaching journey began 

with student teaching in kindergarten and has 

included teaching grades 1, 2, 3, and 5. 

At the core of my educational philosophy is the 

belief that all students can learn. I firmly believe 

that it takes a collaborative team—including 

educators, families, and the broader community—to 

help each child reach their full potential. I am 

committed to doing whatever it takes to ensure every 

child is successful, no matter where their path in life 

leads them. 

I am originally from the Bradley/Bourbonnais area, I 

relocated to this community in 2023 to be with my 

fiancé, and we are looking forward to getting 

married this October. As someone who is new to the 

area, I am especially grateful for the opportunity to 

become part of the Hartem family and contribute to 

this wonderful school and community. 

I am truly looking forward to building strong 

relationships and working together to support our 

students. Please feel free to reach out to me by email 

at atetter@hartem.org or by phone at 217-376-

3151. I welcome any opportunity to connect and get 

to know you. 

mailto:atetter@hartem.org


BREAKFAST/LUCNH PRICES FOR AUGUST 
Student Breakfast $26.00 

Student Reduced Breakfast $3.90 

Student Lunch $39.65 

Student Reduced Lunch $5.20 

Adult Lunch $3.55 for each meal 

 

Students at Hartsburg-Emden Jr./Sr. High School 

will need to pay for seconds. Entrees are $1.00, 

vegetable/fruit/chips are $.50, Italian Ice is $.75 

and milk is $.50  

 

GUIDANCE DEPARTMENT 
Elizabeth Hilgert, Student Coordinator/Guidance Counselor 
As summer winds down, August 13th will be here 

before we know it, marking the return of students to 

school. While the start of a new school year can bring 

excitement, it can also stir up anxiety for many 

children as they face various transitions—whether it’s 

moving from kindergarten to first grade, adjusting to 

middle school, starting a new grade, or settling into a 

new home. Our goal is to support every student 

through these changes and help set the tone for a 

positive, successful school year. 

Here are a few practical ways to help ease those back-

to-school worries: 

• Highlight the Excitement 

Talk with your child about the fun and 

exciting parts of the new school year—

meeting new friends, discovering favorite 

teachers, and engaging in new activities or 

subjects. 

• Create a “Worries and Wins” List 

Sit down together and make a two-column list: 

one for things your child is excited about and 

another for things they feel nervous about. 

This activity encourages open 

communication and helps normalize their 

feelings. 

• Ease into Routines Early 

Begin transitioning back to school routines 

gradually—start adjusting sleep schedules, 

practice packing lunches, or do a trial run of 

the morning routine a week or two in 

advance. 

• Share Important Info with the School 

If your child has specific needs or is facing 

unusual circumstances, reach out to school 

staff before the year begins. Teachers, the 

counselor, and administrators are there to 

help and want to ensure a smooth transition. 

By taking small steps now, we can help students feel 

more confident and prepared for the year ahead! 

EXCITING CHANGES AHEAD FOR THE 2025–2026 

SCHOOL YEAR! 

As we look ahead to the upcoming school year, we 

are thrilled to share some exciting updates that will 

enhance student learning and strengthen academic 

success across all grade levels! 

One of the most notable changes at the junior high 

and high school is our shift from an eight-period day 

to a seven-period schedule. This adjustment allows 

for longer instructional time in each class and 

reflects our growing commitment to deeper, more 

meaningful learning experiences. With this change, 

study halls will be removed, making way for more 

rigorous and engaging academic opportunities 

throughout the school day. 

In addition, we’re welcoming new, research-based 

curriculum materials in both math and English 

Language Arts (ELA) to ensure our students are 

receiving top-tier instruction. For students in grades 

K–5, we are introducing Eureka Math and Wonders 

ELA—programs designed to build strong 

foundational skills while fostering curiosity and 

confidence in young learners. Our grades 6–12 

students will benefit from Eureka Math and the 

Study Sync  curriculum in ELA, which focuses on 

critical thinking, real-world connections, and 

collaborative learning. 

These changes reflect our school’s dedication to 

academic excellence and preparing students for 



success in and beyond the classroom. Our teachers 

have been hard at work this summer preparing for the 

transition, and we can’t wait to see these 

improvements come to life! 

We are truly looking forward to a great start to the 

school year and all the exciting growth it will bring. 

Thank you for your continued support as we work 

together to provide the very best for our students! 

Let’s make 2025–2026 our best year yet! 

NEW ADDITIONS 

We are thrilled to welcome two exciting additions to 

our teaching staff this year—Eric Gardiner and 

William Schmitt! 

Eric Gardiner is returning to our school, and we are 

excited to have him back as part of the team. His 

passion for education and dedication to student 

success has always made a positive impact, and we 

know he’ll continue to bring great energy and 

expertise to our classrooms. 

William Schmitt is new to our district and will be 

teaching 8th through 12th grade social studies. We’re 

excited to welcome him aboard and look forward to 

the knowledge, enthusiasm, and fresh perspective he 

brings to our school community. 

Please join us in giving both Eric and William a warm 

welcome! 

HARTEM ATHLETIC DEPARTMENT 
Ron Spencer, Athletic Director 

Sports Physical:  Please make sure your child's sports 

physical is updated and on file at the school.  

 

Attendance: I want to provide some clarity on our 

attendance policy in regards to HARTEM athletics. In 

order to play in a game/meet a student-athlete is 

required to be at school a 1/2 day on day of the 

competition. Student-Athletes must be signed in at 

school by 11:30am to be counted as a 1/2 day. If a 

student athlete leaves school during the day (sign out) 

because they are sick, they may not participate in the 

game/meet/practice that day regardless if they were at 

school a half day or not. Medical Appointments are 

the exception to what I outlined above, provided they 

have a note from the doctor. Going forward, student 

athletes must provide a note from their doctor/medical 

appointment and give it to Lauren when they return to 

school. 

 

We have a new JH coop for girls basketball. 

Chester-East Lincoln will host the coop and the 

season starts on 9/15/25. Coach Winebriner can be 

contacted at 1-217-871-0607 for more information. 

They also have a team Facebook page titled CEL 

Girls’ Basketball which has up to date 

information as well.  

 

Shoes: I have a very nice pair of Nike tennis shoes 

donated by the Alexis Asher family if anyone is in 

need of a pair to start the school year. Size 8.5 

(men’s size). Contact me if you have a need.  

 

Fall sports are just around the corner!!! 

JH Softball: Practice starts:  7/28/25 

JH Baseball: Practice starts:  8/4/25 

HS Volleyball Practice starts:  8/11/25 

HS Cross Country (Coop @ Delavan) starts: 8/11/25 

JH Girls Basketball (Coop @ CEL) starts: 9/15/25 

 

Please follow our school Facebook page (Hartsburg-

Emden CUSD #21) and website (www.hartem.org) 

for updates regarding our athletic programs at 

Hartem. The 2025-2026 athletic schedules are also 

posted on the website. Please don't comment on 

these posts with questions. You will need to reach 

out to the coach involved to get your questions 

answered. Mr. Robinson maintains our social media 

accounts and simply does not have the 

information to answer questions beyond the post.  

 

 
Hartem FFA 
Kelly Gill, FFA Teacher 

The Hartem FFA members have had a busy summer 

attending different FFA events. Starting in June, 

Dani Dueringer, Emma Eeten, and Ellie Klokkenga 

volunteered at the Hartem Alumni Banquet. Later in 

June, several members assisted the Logan County 

Farm Bureau Young Leaders with the Kiddie Tractor 

Pull at the Hartsburg Founder’s Day celebration. 
 
Dani Dueringer, Allie Grelck, and Cambelle 

Hopkins attended the Illinois State Convention in 

Springfield. We attended convention sessions and 

http://www.hartem.org/


the career fair. On Wednesday, June 11th Hartem 

FFA was recognized for raising over $3,000 for the 

Illinois FFA Foundation. Thank you to our local 

Foundation supporters for helping us during our Local 

Foundation Drive and throughout the year. 
 
On July 8th, Maecey Anderson and Robby Benner 

participated in the Section 14 FFA Fair. Maecey 

exhibited her swine project and had the Champion 

Chester White Barrow and was 2nd in class with both 

her Chester White and Crossbred Gilts. Robby 

showed his Yearling Ewe and Ewe Lamb. 

Congratulations to both Maecey and Robby! 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Meet the Stags Night  
Jenn Hayes, HSVB Coach 

The High School Volleyball team will kick off its 

2025 season with Meet the Stags Night Wednesday 

August 27th at 6:00!  We will start with a FUTURE 

STAGS volleyball scrimmage that includes girls K-

5th grades followed by the Junior Varsity 

expedition.  The night will end with the Varsity 

Scrimmage as the Main Event. Love to fill the stands 

with our Hartem Fans! 

 

Meet the FUTURE Stags! 
Jenn Hayes, V-Ball Coach  
Girls going into Kindergarten – 5th Grades are 

invited to a VOLLEYBALL CLINIC Monday and 

Tuesday Night August 25th and 26th from 6:00-

7:00pm at the High School to learn the basic skills of 

volleyball from our High School Volleyball 

Team.  Cost is $25.  It will include (2) night of 

skills, a FUTURE VOLLEYBALL Stags T-shirt and 

scrimmage games on Wednesday Night August 27th 

as part of our MEET THE STAGS NITE to kick off 

the new HSVB season!  Love to see all my 

FUTURE STAGS join the fun!  Paper forms will be 

sent out to every girl at the grade school the first 

week of school! 



STAG GEAR FUNDRAISER 
Jenn Hayes, HSVB Coach 
Hartem Fans – Welcome back 2025! Get ready to 

cheer us on in your new STAG GEAR!  The Hartem 

Jr.. High and High School Volleyball Team will be 

selling Stag Gear August 10th   – August 20th.  All 

orders will be online and shipped directly to your 

home!  Every player will have the information you 

will need to stock up! There is something for 

everyone!  We are so excited to get back on the court! 

Thanks as always for your continued support!  Go 

Stags! 

   

ASBESTOS MANAGEMENT  

This is to inform all parents and staff of the status of 

our schools’ asbestos management plan. As required, 

our buildings were initially inspected for asbestos. 

Our inspection was conducted on October 16, 1988. 

The AHERA law requires that a visual surveillance of 

asbestos containing areas be completed every six 

months, and a re-inspection conduced every three 

years. The inspection/management plan is available 

for public review in the Hartsburg High School office. 

Please contact Joe Yurko with any questions. 

 

Memorial Donation 
Dottie Russell and Alexis Asher 
We were looking for a way to honor Irma Leesman’s 

life and the ladies at the State American Legion office 

told us about the magazine and coloring pages they 

had, so they were ordered and handed to the teachers 

to help the grade school children with their 

presentations to American Essay and Poppy Posters 

that are done annually. Irma was a charter member of 

the American Legion Auxiliary in Hartsburg and a 

huge influence in essays and posters the years of her 

life. A donation came in to cover the cost of the 

books. Thank you. 
 

THANK YOU!!! 
On behalf of Hartsburg-Emden C.U.S.D. #21, we 

want to express my gratitude for the generous 

donation from D & D Complete Sewer Services & 

Portables. The past few years they have donated a 

porta potty free of charge. We’d like to thank them 

for doing this. Their donation allows us a way to 

provide restroom facilities during practices and games 

at our baseball diamond. Again, we appreciate their 

support and look forward to seeing everyone at a 

baseball game. 

 

 

 

LOCKER DECORATING 
JH/HS STUDENTS ARE INVITED TO COME DECORATE 

THEIR LOCKERS MONDAY AUG. 11TH
 FROM 3:30PM-

5:00PM 

 
 

OPEN HOUSE 
EMDEN GRADE SCHOOL’S OPEN HOUSE WILL BE 

TUESDAY AUG. 12TH
 @ 4:30PM-6:00PM 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



EMDEN GRADE SCHOOL SUPPLIES 

Kindergarten  

Pencil box 

24 pk crayons 

Colored pencils  

Washable markers 

No. 2 pencils 

6 glue sticks 

Pink erasers 

Blunt tipped scissors 

3 folders 

2 tissue boxes 

Backpack 

Expo markers 

Gallon or quart baggies 

Durable headphones 

Change of clothes 

Water bottle 

Clorox wipes or baby wipes 

KINDERGARTEN ART SUPPLIES 

Elmer's Disappearing Purple School Glue Sticks, 

Washable, 0.21 Ounce Glue Sticks, 6 Count 

 

1st Grade 

1 large backpack (to fit iPad, folders, etc.)  
2 boxes of Crayola brand crayons - basic colors, 24 

count  
2 large erasers - not pencil top erasers  
10 glue sticks (Elmers preferred)  
2 packages of EXPO markers (8 markers total)  
2 composition notebooks - wide ruled  
1 clipboard  
1 pair of scissors - Fiskar brand are recommended  
2 pocket folders  
3 large boxes of tissues  
2 dozen number 2 dixon ticonderoga pencils  
1 crayon bag/box  
1 box of washable markers - 10 count (crayola 

preferred)  
1 pair of headphones to be kept at school to use with 

iPad - no ear buds please  
1 pair of tennis shoes to be kept at school for P.E. - 

Velcro shoes are preferred if your child has not 

mastered tying his/her shoes.  
 

2nd GRADE 
Markers 
Scissors 
2 wide ruled spiral notepads 
40 pencils 
2 large boxes of tissues 
Large bottle of glue 
Erasers 
Ruler (cm/inch) 

Crayons 
6 black dry erase markers 
Pocket folder for homework 
1 blue 2 pocket folder 
1 red 2 pocket folder 
Lg. container disinfectant wipes 
1 pair headphones  
1 sm. box Glad 13 gallon drawstring kitchen trash 

bags 
1 small box of gallon size resealable freezer bags  
2nd Grade Art Supplies 
10 pack Crayola markers 

Elmer's Disappearing Purple School Glue Sticks, 

Washable, 0.21 Ounce Glue Sticks, 6 Count 

 
3rd GRADE 

Book bag (no wheels) 

2 pkg. notebook paper (wide ruled) 

2 Composition notebooks 

8 Expo Black Dry Erase Markers 

Package of red ink pens 

48 pencils (plain) 

Gym shoes to stay at school 

2 packs of square sticky notes 

Scissors 

2 Pink Erasers 

3 two-pocket folders 

 -1 of each:  red, blue, and yellow 

2 glue sticks 

1 pkg. markers 

1 pkg. colored pencils 

1 box 24 crayons 

1 package of yellow highlighters 

3 large boxes of tissues 

1 12 oz bottle of hand sanitizer 

1 pair headphones (no earbuds) 

1 container of disinfectant wipes  

Girls: box quart Ziploc bags 

Boys: box gallon Ziploc bags 

 

3rd Art Supplies 

10 pack Crayola markers 

Elmer's Disappearing Purple School Glue Sticks, 

Washable, 0.21 Ounce Glue Sticks, 6 Count 

 

4th Grade Supplies 

Book bag (no wheels) 

1- Pair of headphones, no ear buds 

5- Spiral Notebooks 

1- 3 subject notebook 

5- Two pocket folders 

2- Large Erasers 

2-1 inch binders (black or White) 

48- #2 Pencils 



4 Highlighters 

10 Black low odor dry erase Expo markers 

3 pads of medium/large Post-Its 

3 Boxes of Tissues 

Crayons 

Colored Pencils 

Scissors 

5 Glue Sticks 

Pencil Storage Container 

3 large boxes of tissues 

2 large containers of disinfectant wipes 

1 box of quart size ziplock bags 

NO Pens or Trapper Keepers   

 

5th GRADE 

Book bag (no wheels) 

16 Ticonderoga pencils 

2 pink erasers 

Ruler (cm/inch combo) 

4 pocket folders 

2 spiral notebooks 

3 composition notebooks 

2 1” 3 ring binders 

3 pkg. notebook paper 

Colored pencils 

Scissors 

4 highlighters 

3 glue sticks 

8 multi-colored Crayola markers 

10 Expo black dry-erase markers and 1 dry-erase 

eraser 

3 boxes tissues 

1 pair of headphones 

5th Grade Art Supplies 

Elmer's Disappearing Purple School Glue Sticks, 

Washable, 0.21 Ounce Glue Sticks, 6 Count 

 

6th Grade Supply List 
30 count box of #2 Pencils 
24 count of Colored Pencils 
2 Spiral Notebooks 
Pack of Loose leaf paper 
Headphones 
5 Folders with pockets 
2 Glue sticks 
2 Boxes of Tissue 
Clorox wipes 
Dry Erase Markers 
Scissors 
 

7th and 8th ELA 

1 Spiral notebook 

1 Pocket folder 

2-3 Blue or black pens 

2 Packs of pencils  

1 Highlighter 

2 Boxes Kleenex 

1 Container of Clorox wipes 

6-8th Grade cont. 

2 Pink Erasers                 

Crayons    

TI-30XIIS Calculator 

2 inch 3-ring binder (one for each class)  

Notebook paper   

Pencil pouch/box      

Hand sanitizer  

PE Shoes      

  

High School 

Metric Ruler 

Protractor 

Compass 

Scientific Calculator 

Folders (for each class) 

Notebook paper (for each class) 

Markers 

Pencils 

Pens 

Highlighters 

2 boxes of Kleenex 

Hand Sanitizer 

Lysol/Clorox wipes 

PE shoes 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

AUGUST 2025 
 

Sun  Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri   Sat 

Breakfast Menu     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 

 

Teacher Institute 

12 

 

Teacher Institute 

13 First Day of School 

Poptart 

Fruit 

Juice 

14 

English muffin 

Fruit 

Juice 

15 

Pancake and sausage 

on a stick 

Fruit 

Juice 

16 

17 18 

Nutri grain bar 

Fruit 

Juice 

19 

French toast sticks 

Sausage links 

Fruit 

Juice 

20 

Biscuit/sausage/egg & 

cheese 

Juice  

Fruit 

21 

Frittata omelet 

Toast 

Fruit 

Juice 

22 

Assorted cereal 

Toast 

Fruit 

Juice 

23 

24 25 

Mini pancake 

bites 

Fruit 

Juice 

26 

Yogurt w/strawberries 

Toast 

Fruit 

Juice 

27 

Breakfast cookie 

Fruit 

Juice 

28 

Waffles 

Sausage links 

Fruit 

Juice 

29 

Donuts 

Fruit 

Juice 

30 

31       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

AUGUST 2025 
 

Sun  Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri   Sat 

Lunch Menu     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 

 

Teacher Institute 

12 

 

Teacher Institute 

13 First Day of School 

Bosco sticks 

Marinara sauce 

Side salad 

Cottage cheese 

Applesauce 

14 

Loaded nachos 

Cheese/sour cream/salsa 

Lettuce 

Peaches 

15 Fair Day 

Corndogs  

Vinegar fries 

Funnel cake 

Lemonade 

Frozen fruit cup 

 

16 

17 18 

Hamburger on 

bun 

Soft pretzels 

w/cheese sauce 

Bake beans 

Applesauce 

19 

Walking tacos 

Sour cream/salsa 

Lettuce/cheese 

Corn 

Pineapple 

Graham crackers w/icing 

20 

Chicken strips 

Mac & cheese 

Peas 

Peaches 

21 

Pork tenderloin on bun 

French fries 

Mandarin oranges 

Orange fluff 

22 

Sub sandwiches 

Chips 

Fresh veggies 

Ranch/peanut butter 

Pears 

 

 

23 

24 25 

BBQ rib on bun 

Potato smiles 

Carrots 

Mix fruit 

26 

Chicken patty on bun 

Tater tots 

Green beans 

Peaches 

27 

Crispitos 

Cheese sauce 

Sour cream/salsa 

Corn 

Mandarin oranges 

28 

Ham/Turkey cheese wrap 

Lettuce  

Chips 

Frozen fruit cup 

29 

Quesdilla pizza 

Sour cream/salsa 

Side salad 

Pineapple 

30 

31       

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

AUGUST 2025 
 

Sun  Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri   Sat 

     1 2 

3 4 

JH Cheer Camp 

@ GS 10:00am-

12:00pm 

5 

JH Cheer Camp @ GS 

10:00am-12:00pm 

6 

JH Cheer Camp @ GS 

10:00am-12:00pm 

7 

JH Cheer Camp @ GS 

10:00am-12:00pm 

8 9 

JHSB vs Metcalf 

10:00am 

10 11 

JHSB vs Oak 

Grove 4:30 

 

JH/HS Locker 

Decorating Night 

3:30-5:00 

 

Teacher Institute 

12 

JHSB @ MWC 4:15 

 

GS Open House 4:30-6:00 

 

 

Teacher Institute 

13 First Day of School 

JHBB vs CC 4:30 

14 

JHSB vs Edinburg 4:30 

JHBB @ Tri-City 4:30 

15 

JHBB @ WLB 4:30 

16 

JHBB vs Edinburg 

10:00am 

17 18 

 

19 

JHBB vs Christian Life 

Academy 4:30 

JHSB @ St. Agnes 4:30 

20 

JHBB @ Delavan 4:30 

 

21 

JHSB vs Tri-City 4:30 

22 

JHBB @ LJHS 4:30  

23 

24 25 

JHSB vs Dee-Mac 

4:15 

JHBB @ MP 4:30 

26 

JHSB @ Athens 4:30 

JHBB vs CEL 4:30 

27 

JH/HS Picture Day 

 

Meet the Stags @ HS 

Gym 6:00 

28 

JHSB @ Havana 4:30 

HSVB vs Dee-Mac 6:00 

JHBB @ MWC 4:15 

 

GS Picture Day 

29 

JHSB vs Georgetowne 

4:30 *8th Grade Night* 

HSVB @ Spfld Luth. 

TBA 

30 

HSVB @ Spfld Luth. 

TBA 

JHBB vs Dee-Mac 

10:00am 

31       
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