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English I 

We continue to read a poem each day, including “The 

Basketball Ides of March,” a poem by a former 

basketball coach from Illinois and the origin of March 

Madness. We are also working on What If Projects. The 

students came up with an idea, related to reading, 

writing, or communication in some way that they could 

try out for a week or more. Some examples include, 

“What if I read 3 news articles every day?” or “What if I 

write to every professional team in a sport?” The 

students try the thing, documenting as they go, and 

reflect on the experience. We’re also working on 

ceremonial speeches– the speeches people are most 

likely to give in their lives– toasts, eulogies, acceptance 

speeches, etc. 

 

English II 

English II has been working on correct word usage like 

affect/ effect or there/ their/ they’re. We’re also 

researching world modern and historic genocides to 

connect with our IL state mandate. Students are learning 

the 10 stages of genocide, which helps us identify them 

in history and prevent them from happening again.  This 

is also helping us work on researching skills, 

paraphrasing, citing sources, evaluating sources, and 

tailoring our communication to an audience.  

 

Literature 

Literature is working through tropes– another way to 

look at plot and plot elements. We’ll discuss tropes in 

multiple genres and age levels– romance, mystery, ya 

lit, dystopian, etc. Why do people like tropes? How does 

this relate to the 7 basic plots we learned about 1st 

semester— these are all things we’re investigating in 

class. 

 

Journalism I/II 

Journalism is finishing pages and focusing on coverage. 

Yearbook publishers often recommend that each student 

be featured in the yearbook 3 times. Our standard at 

Hartem is 5 times. We sometimes struggle to 

accomplish this with kids who move in late or move out 

early, but mostly we can accomplish it! There is still 

time to order the 2024-2025 yearbook– it is $40 until 

Spring Break and $45 afterwards. Check out the link on 

the school website or contact Mrs. Folkman for more 

information. 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Elliott Ross! 

Elliott won at the District level for the Americanism 

Essay contest! For more information, check out Donna 

Struebing’s article in this newsletter. 

 

Book Fair 

Thank you for another wonderful book fair and Family 

Reading Night! Mrs. Reber did an amazing job with 

the cool STEAM projects, didn’t she?  

 

Thanks to all of your support throughout the book fair, 

we were again able to buy the teachers all of the books 

they had in their wish boxes! These books get added to 

their classroom libraries and are available to all 

students. 

 

Thank you to everyone who donated money to help 

buy books for all the kids! Every child got to pick 

out a book to keep forever! 

 

Book Awards 

We have voted for the winners of the Monarch and 

Bluestem Awards! Our locally winning books were: 

 

Monarch- 1st- There’s a Ghost in This House 

2nd- Tig and Lily: Tiger Trouble 

3rd- tie!- Wildfire and Destiny Finds Her Way 

 

Bluestem- 1st- Frizzy 

2nd- Girl in the Lake 

3rd- Washed Ashore 

 

The state winning books were: 

 

Monarch- 1st- There’s a Ghost in This House by 

Oliver Jeffers 

2nd- Invasion of the Unicorns 

3rd- Lou 

 

Bluestem- 1st- Odder by Katherine Applegate 

2nd- Marshmallow and Jordan 

3rd- Frizzy 

 

Rebecca Caudill- 1st- Inheritance Games by Jennifer 

Lynn Barnes 

2nd- Frizzy 

3rd- The Fort 

 

Lincoln- 1st- I’m Glad My Mom Died by Jennette 

McCurdy 

2nd- The Princess and the Grilled Cheese Sandwich 

3rd- Six Crimson Cranes 

 

 

 



GUIDANCE DEPARTMENT 
Elizabeth Hilgert, Student Coordinator/Guidance Counselor 

This is typically a very busy time of year in the schools. 

It is the final crunch before the end of the semester. 

There are approximately 7 more weeks of school left, 

and with that comes the excitement and anticipation of 

summer. 

 

State testing continues this month.  Students should be 

finished with IAR by now with the exception of a few 

make-up tests. In addition, students in 8th grade will be 

taking the Illinois Science Assessment on April 8th, 9th 

and 10th. 

 

PREACT 10/9 

Sophomores will take the PreAct 10 on Wednesday, 

April 2nd  and freshmen will take the PreACT 9 on 

Thursday, April 3rd. These assessments will begin 

promptly at 8:30 am. It is EXTREMELY important that 

students are in attendance on the day they are assigned 

to test. Please plan appointments around this date. Late 

arrival will not be allowed after the test begins. Please 

encourage students to put their best effort forward on 

this assessment.   

 

I encourage all of our students to get an adequate 

amount of sleep and a healthy breakfast on test day so 

that they are in the best mindset. Testing is always a 

stressful time, but I am confident that our students will 

do great 

 

FRESHMAN ORIENTATION 

There will be a Freshman Orientation held on April 23rd 

at 6:00 pm in the high school computer lab. Current 8th 

grade students and a parent are strongly encouraged to 

attend this meeting.  Students will have an opportunity 

to choose their 2025-2026 classes during this meeting. 

We will also cover an overview of required courses for 

graduation, grading scales, and highlights of elective 

offerings.  

 

25-26 CLASS SCHEDULES 

High school students will have the opportunity to turn in 

their schedule requests for the 25-26 school year online. 

Students should be checking with me to determine 

requirements towards graduation and assistance in 

choosing the most challenging and appropriate classes 

for the upcoming year(s). As always, if you have any 

questions regarding scheduling, grades, state tests, or 

graduation requirements, please see Mrs. Hilgert. 

 

HARTEM ATHLETIC DEPARTMENT 
Ron Spencer, Athletic Director 
High school basketball ended their varsity season in a 

very competitive first round regional game vs. 

Midwest Central 66-57. Thank you to our two seniors 

- Carson Zinser and Cage Crumpler for their 

leadership and mentoring of our younger athletes 

this season. Congratulations to Carson on his 2nd 

Team All Conference selection and Peyton Swinford 

for receiving honorable mention. Thanks to Coach 

Sherwood and Coach Vetter for their time guiding 

our high school basketball program.  

 

Congratulations to the 7th grade volleyball team on 

their 3rd place finish in the IESA 7A State 

Tournament. It was an incredible run! 

Congratulations to our 8th grade team on their 

regional championship. The 8th grade lost to a very 

good WLB team in the sectional. Thank you to our 

8th graders - Kylee Eads and Layla Parrish for your 

dedication to Hartem volleyball. Congratulations to 

our coaching staff, Coach Hayes, Coach Detmers, 

Coach Wetherell and Coach Hoerbert.  

 

With the indoor sport seasons coming to an end, I 

want to thank all the game day workers from all our 

fall and winter sports that helped make all our home 

events so successful. In addition to our regular 

season games, we hosted the following events: IHSA 

sectional volleyball tournament, IESA 7A basketball 

regional, 7A round robin volleyball tournament, 

Fr./So. tournament, IESA 7A volleyball sectional, 

IESA 8A volleyball tournament.  These events 

would not happen without you and it makes my job 

so much easier. Thank you to the following 

individuals who helped keep the scorebook, run the 

clock, run the scoreboard, served as libero tracker, 

PA announcer, door monitor, update Game Changer, 

National Anthem singer, baked treats for the 

hospitality room and ticket taker. Cleola Fletcher, 

Tina Hoerbert, Danelle Swinford, Nora Phillips, 

John Robinson, Ashley Aper, Dan Doolin, Brad 

Ferguson, Rachael Whitted, Steve Montgomery, 

Misty Fletcher, Anthony Zimmerman, Matthew 

Allen,  Alayna Briggs, Sam Ballance, Bayleigh 

Gillum, Julia Cross, Gail Ubbenga,  Alice Brim, 

Suzy Jones, Lori Lessen, Lauren DeJarnette, Adam 

Wherley and Mike Fletcher. A BIG thank you to 

Fred, Melody, Brian and Anthony for their work in 

getting our facilities ready for all our home events 

and the cleanup that follows. Finally, thanks to Erika 

and Lauren for preparing cash boxes, referee checks, 

programs, banners and team signs needed for all our 

home events. My apologies to anyone I may have 

missed.  

 

 

 



Spring sports are underway! Check out the school 

website to see when and where we are playing! I will 

have more on our spring sports in the May 

newsletter.  

 

 
 

HARTEM Athletic Uniform Surplus Sale 
Ron Spencer, JHBK Coach 

We will be having a surplus sale of old uniforms from 

different HARTEM sports. Perfect for your man cave, 

she shed; dress up or you just want a piece of HARTEM 

memorabilia. We will be set up in the high school 

cafeteria on Saturday, April 12th from 8:00am-

12:00pm. Please come around to the cafeteria doors on 

the west side of the building. No other entry points will 

be open. The cost for uniforms will be a donation of 

your choice to the HARTEM Athletic Department. First 

Come, First Serve. Come grab some awesome STAG 

SWAG! Questions can be directed to Ron Spencer 

at rspencer@hartem.org. 

Hartem Lincoln Chess Team 
Kent Hieronymus, HS Chess Coach 

The Hartem Lincoln Chess Team had a great season this 

year! We qualified for the state tournament on Feb. 

1!  The team made the top 100 of all the high school 

teams in the state of Illinois.  The High School chess 

team finished third in scoring in our league. Also, 

Megan Berry finished 6th and Kamden Pointer finished 

10 in individual awards for our league.  Hartem Jr. High 

had two state qualifying individuals. Isaac Doolin 

scored 1.5 in the 8th grade and Eliza Reinhart scored 1.5 

in the 7th grade section. Overall, Hartem Lincoln had a 

lot of success. 

 

Hartsburg-Emden High School Prom 
Jenn Hayes, Junior Co-Sponsor 
“Let’s Fiesta” will be on Saturday, April 26th, Grand 

March will be at the High School Gymnasium at 

5:30.  Prom will be held at the Lincoln American 

Legion Hall.  

Supper 6:30-7:30 

Dance 7:30-9:30. 

Post Prom starts at 10:30 

2025 Junior Beta New Members 
Lynn Curry, Sponsor 
Congratulations to the following students who 

qualified for Junior Beta this school year. . The 

National Beta Club is a student honor society that 

honors students based on academic achievement, 

excellent character and good citizenship. The 

National Beta Club recognizes outstanding 

achievement, promotes character and social 

responsibility, encourages service involvement to 

school and community, fosters leadership skills, 

grants scholarships, and provides a setting for 

students to develop interpersonal skills. 

 

Congratulations to the following students: 

7th Grade: Alek Lueck 

6th Grade: Rylan Aper, Lila Cross, Emmett 

Ferguson, Ben Folkman, Jaelynn Hinch, Piper 

Leesman, Charlotte Schleder and Rhett Zinser 

 

 
 

Class of 2026 Fundraiser 
Jenn Hayes Co-Sponsor 

HOG RAFFLE DRAWING 
 April 11th  

The Junior Class of 2026 will be selling chances for 

½ a hog for your freezer.  
Pork Chops, Bacon, Hams, Loins, Roasts 
Tickets are $5.00 each or (3) for $10.00.  

All Juniors will be selling tickets. 
March 30 - April 11th  

We will pick (2) winners – each winner will receive 

½ hog ready for pick-up at the Atlanta Locker. 
Please support the Class of 2026! 

Fill your freezer for those Summer BBQ's! 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:rspencer@hartem.org


Essay Awards 
Donna Struebing, Auxiliary Member 

The ladies of the Emden American Legion Auxiliary 

Unit #506 are pleased to announce the winners of the 

local Americanism essay contest for 2025.  

 

 

The awards were given as follows: 

Class I: First Place- Kylee Eads 

Second Place- Isaac Doolin 

Third Place- Mason Grelck 

 

 

Class II: First Place-Elliott Ross 

Second Place- Clayton O’Donoghue 

Third Place- Jozalynn Babbs 

 

Class III: First Place- Kennedy McCree 

Second Place- Isabella Grabowski 

 

Congratulations to the winners! 

 

There were 27 students who submitted very 

interesting and well written essays on the topic, 

“What is My Favorite National Memorial or 

Monument?” We appreciate each of these students 

and their essays.  

 

A special thanks to Mrs. Folkman, Mrs. Curry and 

Mr. Collins for all partnering with our Auxiliary to 

sponsor this project at Hartem. 

 

Special congratulations to Elliott Ross as his 

Americanism Essay won First place in Class II at the 

District 17 Contest. He will now compete at the 

Division Level. Way to go Elliott!  

 

Drivers Education Corner  
May Brooks, Driver’s Ed Teacher 

Here are a few safety tips from, 

https://farmcredit.com/news/rural-roadway-safety-tips/ 

to keep in mind during this Spring time planting 

season:  

● Be Prepared: Knowing this time of year may require 

sharing the road, account for extra time on the road.  

 

● Be Patient: Both drivers and the equipment 

operator have somewhere to be, so always practice 

patience and use caution when approaching farm 

equipment.  

● Be Courteous: Some county roads may be too 

narrow to pass each other if coming from opposite 

directions. If possible, carefully pull over to the 

shoulder and allow the farm equipment to pass safely.  

 

● Get Their Attention: Use eye contact, flash your 

lights or use your horn to communicate with 

equipment operators. This will make them aware 

you are allowing them to safely pass on a narrow 

roadway. Also, communicate with vehicles behind 

you by using your brake lights and keeping a safe 

distance from any vehicle in front of you.  

 

● Don’t Assume: Always be alert, pay attention and 

be ready to react. Never assume you are visible to the 

operator and they will pull over for you. Keep in mind 

operators can’t see anything unless visible in the 

equipment’s mirrors. Watch for hand signals from the 

operator to recognize their intention to turn or pull 

over. Always look ahead for oncoming traffic—

especially around a crest of a hill or tight curve. 

 
Jump Rope for Heart 
Jenn Hayes, Lead Teacher Emden GS 
Emden Elementary will be starting their JUMP 

ROPE FOR HEART activities with the official kick-

off March 12th!  We will be raising funds for the 

good cause until the day of the jump on Friday April 

4th 12:00-1:30.  Volunteer Notes will be coming 

home soon! 

PRACTICE JUMPING ROPE! 

 
Spanish 1 
Kent Hieronymus, Spanish Teacher 

The Spanish 1 classes are continuing learning 

smaller grammar points like: ir + a + infinitive, tener 

que + infinitive, contractions al and del, etc.  We 

continue developing very good Spanish 

pronunciation in all the dialogues we do. 
 

Spanish 2 
Kent Hieronymus, Spanish Teacher 

The Spanish 2 class has been reading and 

performing many dialogues.   Spanish 2 will be 

introduced to the subjunctive tense which is 

normally a Spanish 3 topic.  The class is doing so 

well; we are going ahead full speed! 
 

Spanish 3 
Kent Hieronymus, Spanish Teacher 

Spanish 3 just read a long excerpt from the Spanish 

classic, Marianela, by Benito Perez Galdos.  They 

just made a 300 word small play based on this 

classic book.  The students are going to perform 

their play in Spanish with all the theatrical 

elements.  It features a talking dog (in Spanish!). 



 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

APRIL 2025 
 

Sun  Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri   Sat 

Lunch  

Menu 

 1 

Breakfast for Lunch 

2 

Country fried steak 

Mashed potatoes w/gravy 

Corn 

Dinner roll 

Peaches 

 

GS-Quesadilla pizza 

Corn 

Cottage cheese 

Peaches 

3 

Ham-Turkey and cheese 

wrap 

Lettuce  

Pasta salad 

Chips 

Applesauce 

4 

Fish sticks or chicken sticks 

Mac and cheese 

Peas 

Jello 

Mix fruit 

5 

 

6 7 

Pork tenderloin 

French fries 

Cottage cheese 

Applesauce 

8 

Sweet/sour popcorn 

chicken 

Rice  

Mixed veggies 

Egg rolls 

Pears 

9 

Chili cheese hot dogs 

Tater tots 

Green beans 

Orange fluff 

Mandarin oranges 

10 

Ham  

Mashed potatoes w/gravy 

Corn 

Dinner rolls 

Peaches 

Bake apples 

11 

Loaded nachos 

Cheese sauce 

Sour cream/salsa 

Lettuce 

Pineapple 

12 

13 14 

 

No School 

15 

 

No School 

16 

 

No School 

17 

 

No School 

18 

 

No School 

19 

20 21 

 

No School 

22 

Bosco sticks 

Marinara sauce 

Side salad 

Peaches 

Pudding w/vanilla 

waffers 

23 

Chicken patty on bun 

French fries 

Jello 

Cake w/strawberries 

24 

JH/HS-Salisbury steak 

GS-Chicken strips 

Mashed potatoes w/gravy 

Corn 

Dinner roll 

Applesauce 

25 

Italian sub sandwich 

Pasta salad 

Chips 

Pineapple 

Cookies 

26 

27 28 

BBQ rib on bun 

Potato smiles 

Carrots 

Pears 

29 

Spaghetti w/meat sauce 

Green beans 

French bread 

Cottage cheese 

Pineapple 

30 

 

 

11:30 Dismissal 

   

 

 

A variety of milk is available every day. Chef salad and side salads are available every day at the 

high school. This institution is an equal opportunity provider. 



 

 

APRIL 2025 
 

Sun  Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri   Sat 
Breakfast  

Menu 

 1 

Uncrustables 

Fruit 

Juice 

2 

English muffins 

Fruit 

Juice 

3 

English sausage 

breakfast bagel 

Fruit 

Juice 

4 

Poptart 

Fruit 

Juice 

5 

6 7 

Waffles 

Sausage links 

Fruit 

Juice 

 

8 

Assorted muffins 

Fruit 

Juice 

9 

Egg bites 

Toast 

Fruit 

Juice 

10 

Sausage patty 

Tri-tater 

Toast 

Fruit 

Juice 

11 

Bagel w/cream cheese 

Fruit 

Juice 

12 

13 14 

 

No School 

15 

 

No School 

16 

 

No School 

17 

 

No School 

18 

 

No School 

19 

20 21 

 

No School 

22 

Pancake and sausage on a 

stick 

Fruit 

Juice 

23 

French toast sticks 

Sausage links 

Fruit 

Juice 

24 

Assorted cereal 

Toast 

Fruit 

Juice 

25 

Donuts 

Fruit 

Juice 

26 

27 28 

Breakfast cookies 

Fruit 

Juice 

29 

Coffee cake 

Fruit 

Juice 

30 

Fruit frudel 

Fruit 

Juice 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

A variety of milk is available every day. This institution is an equal opportunity 

provider. 



 

 

APRIL 2025 
 

Sun  Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri   Sat 

  1 2 

Spring Sports Photos 

Clubs 2:00 @ JH/HS 

JHVB 2:30 @ JH/HS 

JHTRK 3:00 @ JH/HS 

HSSB 3:40 @ Luther Field 

 

3 

HSSB @ Heyworth 4:30 

4 5 

Breakfast 

w/Easter 

Bunny @ 

Hartsburg 

Legion 7:30am-

11am 

 

6 7 8 

HSSB @ Delavan 4:30 

9 10 

Sr. Beta Blood Drive @ HS 

Gym 9am-2pm 

11 

HSSB vs Tri-City 4:30 

 

Who We Play For Heart 

Monitoring @ HS Gym 9am-

Noon 

12 

Athletic 

Uniform 

Surplus Sale @ 

HS Café 8am-

12pm 

13 14 

 

No School 

 

JHTRK @ W’ville 

4:00 

15  

 

No School 

 

HSSB @ IVC 4:30 

16  

 

No School 

17  

 

No School 

18  

 

No School 

 

HSSB vs MWC 4:30 

19 

HSSB @ 

Pleasant Plains 

9:00am 

 

JHTRK @ 

Olympia 10am 

20 

 

 

Happy Easter! 

21  

 

No School 

 

JHTRK @ 

Havana 4:00 

 

Board Meeting 

7:00 

22 

HSSB vs Clinton 4:30 

 

JHTRK @ IC 4:00 

23 

8th Grade Orientation 

@ HS Computer Lab 

6:00 

24 

HSSB @ IB 4:30 

25 

 

26 

Prom @ 

American 

Legion-Lincoln 

6:30-9:30 

 

Grand March 

@ HS @ 5:30 

27 28 

JHTRK @ IC 

4:00 

29 

 

30 

 

11:30 Dismissal 

 

JHTRK @ Lo. Co. 

Meet @ MP 9am 
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